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COWBOY JUNKIES / 34 


“The wells febarehset rte avs 
ence, that’s what they love because the, 
they can market the band how they foc) 
they want to market them, and we neye, 
really wanted to be marketed in any way 

—Wichael Timmins, musician, on the Cap 
italistic approach of major record labels 


COPYRIGHT BILL / 7 


“Digital locks are the key. In my opinion no 
digital locks should be protected. Peri, 
Ever. If there's a digital lock on a CD and | 
want to copy it to my PC why i IS that lock 
being protected? That lock is interfering 
with my use of property that I've pu 
chased.” —Michael Edwards, 2), 
Copyright for Canada Edmonton Chapter 
on the problems with Bill C-61. 


BODY WORLDS / 22 


“The showstoppers, of course, are von 
Hagens’ most famous specimens, often. 
photographed sculptural full-body interven- 
tions with fanciful names like “The Jumping 
Dancer” (2005), “The Winged Man” (2002) 
and “The Chess Player” (1997}—poses and 
tropes often led by the kind of dissections 
the master anatomist is trying to reveal 

—Mary Christa O'Keefe, critic, on Gunter 
Van Hagens's plastinated bodies. 


THE SINGING REVOLUTION / 28 


“Estonians’ subversion of Soviet autocra 
cy is at the heart of the film, yet this i: 
also where the documentary goes awry 
pitting Estonian ‘freedom’ against Soviei 
leadership in far too simplistic a way.” 
—Brian Gibson, critic, on The Singing 
Revolution's unfortunate simplicity 
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IVUEPOINT 


_ When is Idiocy Freedom Day? 


SCOTT HARRIS / seott@vuewsekly.com 
[: you woke up on the morning of Jun 14 with a bit more spring in your step 


and the feeling of a weight off your shoulders, it’s likely because you, lucky 
taxpayer, perceived the giddiness which only comes from liberation. 

You see, Saturday was Tax Freedom Day, as proclaimed by the right-wing 
. Fraser Institute, the day that the average Canadian has “paid off the total tax bill 
imposed on them by government and can finally start working for themselves.” 

Each year around this time (plus or minus a few days, depending on the hue 
of red of the government of the day), the Fraser Institute fires off a press 
release and issues a report in celebration of the day, which is dutifully picked 
up and parroted by media across the nation. It has proven to be an exception- 
ally effective PR tool for the institute in its promotion of the idea that all things 
public or related to government are inherently bad and wasteful. 

It is also, as many critics have pointed out, a deeply flawed piece of propa- 
ganda structured to mislead Canadians about their personal tax bill. In a 2005 
report, the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives pointed out that Tax Free- 
dom Day understates family income by including only “cash income’ in their 
calculations and exaggerates the tax burden by including taxes paid by 
employers and by using the average, rather than the median, income of fami- 
lies which, because of Canada’s unequal income distribution, pushes the day 
later in the year. To illustrate how biased the measure is, if total income rather 
than cash income were used, the day would land sometime in April, not June. 

More fundamentally, Tax Freedom Day is flawed because it discusses taxes in a 
vacuum, divorced from the critically important context that the money isn’t simply 
going into an incinerator but is funding critical health care, education, infrastructure 
and other services that citizens derive benefits from and demand of their elected 
governments. The institute underplays this important point (while at the same time 
promoting the idea that the public good is simply another commodity like beer or 
shoelaces) in a paragraph explaining that the report isn’t intended to measure the 
benefits of taxes, only to look “at the price that is paid for a product—government.” 

It's high time media stopped reporting on this corporatized, biased measure 
and for Canadians to celebrate freedom from such a pointless exercise. v 
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SINCE YOU ASKED ... 


\'m surprised that Jayme Wright ("Wright 
back atcha,” Letters, Jun 5 - Jun 11, 2008), 
as a person who is clearly angry and mak- 
ing an attempt to stand up for the rights of 
men, needs to ask the question, “If men are 
also oppressed, what oppressions do they 
face?” | can certainly enlighten you to a 
few examples of ways that men are 
oppressed. It's generally not accepted by 
Society for men to publicly experience a full 
fange of emotion as women are more free 
to do (boys don't cry). If men present them- 
selves in a way that is less than society's 
perception of what is masculine they are 
ridiculed, sometimes even beaten up or 
killed. Men often experience a great deal 
of pressure as they are sometimes the only 
wage-eamer in the family. Military experi- 
ences may affect them in ways that, if they 
admit to needing help, may result in feeling 
stigmatized, since asking for needed help is 
seen as a sign of weakness. Generally 
speaking, suicide rates are higher for men. 

Jayme, these are just some of the 
ways men are oppressed. And please— 
refrain from speaking about what you 
think feminism is about until you actual- 
ly learn what it's about. Don’t base your 
fants On suppositions you've made. 
MARY-JANE BELEC 
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VUEPOINT 


MORE PROS TO BEATING MEAT 


| found Connie Howard's article (“Pros and 
cons exist to veg and meat diets,” Jun 12 
- Jun 18, 2008) interesting and wanted to 
comment on a couple of points. 

She notes the supposed nutritional 
deficiencies of vegetarianism but makes 
no reference to the many diseases a 
person avoids by following a plant- 
based diet. She also mentions that there 
are studies which prove there is not a 
correlation between meat and cancer 
and heart disease, but doesn’t mention 
all those that do prove there is a link. 


An intentional study conducted by - 


the European Prospective Investigation 
into Cancer and Nutrition showed con- 
clusive evidence that the bowel cancer 
isk is a third higher for those who reg- 
ularly eat meat. 

Scientists at the MRC Dunn Human 
Nutrition Unit and the Open University 
found that a red meat diet was associat- 
ed with a higher level of DNA damage 
which leads to bowel cancer. 

A study by Thorogood, Mann and 
Appleby indicated that vegetarians were 
about 40 per cent less likely to develop 
Cancer compared to meat eaters. 


During World War 1, Denmark was — 


blockaded and the government chose 
to feed all their grain to people and 
not to animals, creating a vegetarian 
nation. During that period death due 
to circulatory diseases was 34 per 
cent lower than the average of the 


proceeding 18 years. 

When it comes to your health, why 
take the risk? There is enough evidence 
to show that red meat and processed 
meat is harmful, so why even eat it at 
all? Top athletes are able to compete 
and win internationally on vegetarian 
and vegan diets, so there is no reason 
why the rest of us can’t manage in our 
ordinary lives. 

She also mentions that vegetarian 
food is not as green as people think 
and gives the example of soy. Let's not 
forget that cattle grazing and growing 
crops like soy to feed animals (90 per 
cent of the world’s soy is fed to ani- 
mals, not people) is the number one 
driver of deforestation. When we eat 
plants directly, rather than feeding vast 
quantities to animals, we use our food 
more efficiently because it takes around 
seven kilograms of grain to produce one 
kilogram of meat. 

The devastating impacts of the meat 
industry are much bigger issues than the 
easily resolved nutritional deficiencies 
that a few vegetarians experience. 
SOPHIE PRITCHARD 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


opponents of stricter 
everything from how 
en to the music they buy 
i are able to use the 
in the classroom are once 
alarm bells about pro- 


inte! 
again 


might changes. 

On Jun 12, Minister of Industry Jim 
prentice introduced into the House of 
Commons Bill C-61, An Act to amend 
the Copyright Act, calling the legista- 
tion “a win-win approach” and telling 
a Parliament Hill news conference, 
“This bill balances the rights of cre- 
ators on one hand and consumers on 
the other.” 

The sweeping legislation—the first 
change to Canada's Copyright Act 
since 1997—for the first time explicitly 
bans peer-to-peer file sharing through 
online services such as LimeWire, 
puts in place penalties of up to $500 
for each non-authorized infringement 
of copyright for personal use and up 
to $20 000 for each time an individual 
makes available a copyrighted work 
by, for example, posting music to a 
peer-to-peer network, uploading a 
copyrighted video to YouTube or even 
giving to a friend an old iPod contain- 
ing music originally bought on CD. 

While Prentice has made changes to 
the legislation since December to allow 
consumers to legally time shift (eg 
record a television show for later per- 
sonal viewing), make private copies of 
music (eg transfer songs from a pur- 
chased CD to an iPod for personal use) 
and format shift (eg convert a pur- 
chased VCR tape into DVD format), 
critics say that such rights are overruled 
by one of the most controversial ele- 
ments of the bill: bans on consumers 
circumventing “digital locks,” also 
known as digital rights management 
(DRM), which producers can place on 
copyrighted content. 

Under the proposed bill’s anti-cir- 
cumvention rules it would be illegal to 
get around digital locks—such as 
encryption put on a CD or DVD to pre- 
vent copying—or even to possess 

devices or software that would allow 
you to do so. Penalties for circumven- 
ion are up to $20 000 per infraction 
plus possible criminal charges. ~ 


SUCH STRICT anti-circumvention pro- 
visions, say critics, make the Canadi- 
an bill even worse than the 
much-maligned US copyright law, the 
Digital Millennium Copyright Act 
(DMCA). a 


|COPYRIGHT 


“The digital lock provisions are worse 
than the DMCA. Yes—worse,” writes 
University of Ottawa law professor 
Michael Geist—who has led the fight in 
Canada against overly strict changes to 
copyright legislation—on his blog, 


. Which has become a clearinghouse for 


critics of the new bill. “The law creates 
a blanket prohibition on circumvention 
with very limited exceptions and cre- 
ates a ban against distributing the tools 
that'can be used to circumvent. ... The 
effect of these provisions will be to 


~ make Canadians infringers for a host of 


activities that are common today.” 

“There's a lot of concern,” agrees 
Safwan Javed, drummer for the band 
Wide Mouth Mason and a member of 
the Canadian Music Creators Coali- 
tion (CMCC), a group of over 200 
Canadian artists critical of the pro- 
posed bill. 

“The thing that jumps out right away 
is the anti-circumvention measures, 
which we think is bad news because 
essentially it’s creating a framework 
which invites and embraces the strate- 
gy of suing fans, suing consumers, liti 
gation, using digital locks to dictate the 
terms of how consumers interact with 
content.” Javed says. 

Michael Edwards, an Edmonton 
software developer and a member of 
the Edmonton chapter of the nation- 
wide group Fair Copyright for Canada, 
which now has over 65 000 miembers 
on Facebook, shares Javed's concerns. 

“Digital locks are the key. In my 


' opinion no digital locks should be 


protected. Period. Ever,” he statés, 
emphatically. “If there's a digital lock 
on a CD and I want to copy it to my 
PC why is that lock being protected? 
That lock is interfering with my use of 
property that I've purchased. And 
then the government turns around 
and says there are personal use provi- 
sions, but they are completely 
destroyed by the fact that if there’s a 
digital lock those personal use provi- 
sions do not exist anymore.” 


WHILE DEBATES about copyright in 


Canada tend to revolve around music 
and movie downloads, Rory McGreal, 
the associate vice-president, research at 
Athabasca University, says that the bill 
will also have wide-ranging impacts on 
universities and colleges, especially 
open institutions like his which depend 
on technology to teach students. 

“This is just terrible. [The bill] makes 
it impossible, or nearly impossible, to 
do our work in a timely fashion,” 


——. 


McGreal charges. “They got it right that 
we can use educational material online 
and in education—that's great—but the 
problem with that is that they come up 
with a ridiculous stipulation on top of 
it, so yes we're allowed to use the 
material in the classroom, but now you 
must destroy the material after you've 
taught a class,” McGreal explains 
“Well, most teachers use the same 
material from one semester to the next, 
so now they have to destroy it, delete it 
from all their devices, delete it from 
every device, ensure that students have 
deleted it from all their devices and 
then put it back on again. It just doesn't 
make sense.” 
Like others, McGreal is also upset 
about the digital lock rules in the bill 
“I's a good thing that they reiterate 
our rights as researchers to copy 
material, but then they take it away 
because we won't be able to do that if 
people chose to lock their material.” 
McGreal stresses that educators, 
many of whom are also authors, rec 
“ognize the need for creators to be 
paid for their work, but he says that 
Bill C-61 fails to strike the right bal 
ance between the rights of creators 
and users, saying that overly restric- 
tive copyright stifles creativity and 
innovation, which is the opposite of 
what copyright laws were originally 
intended to accomplish 


ANGER AT THE BILL has been com- 


pounded by a perceived lack of con 
sultation with the full range of stake 
holders impacted by copyright 

McGreal says he met with repre 
sentatives from Prentice's office in 
February and came away frustrated 

“Their mind was made up. Mr Pren 
tice talks about having consulted with 
everyone, he’s consulted with nobody 
Since he’s been in there's been no 
consultation. The only meetings 
they've had are with the the Ameri 
cans. They haven't consulted with us.” 

Javed agrees that there needs to be 
a broader discussion which involves 
more than just industry groups, which 
have largely applauded the proposed 
changes, saying they are necessary to 
update Canada’s outdated laws and 
meet international obligations 

“What we've been asking for all 
along and what hasn't been done is 
some kind of consultation, some kind 
of bringing to the table the various 
Stakeholders, including music cre 
ators, including songwriters, including 
consumer groups,” he says. “So far it 
seems like the legislation has been 
made behind closed doors and the 
only people who have the ear of the 
policy makers is a very small and 
select lobby group largely funded by 

corporate interests.” 

But Prentice says the government 
has already heard from interested 
parties on the issue 

“Copyright reform has been exten- 


locks, lack of consultation fuel anger at copyright bill ° 


sively debated over these Past years, 
including in previous parliaments,” 
‘Prentice said during the press confer- 
ence. “Associations have published 
position papers, newspapers and 
blogs have examined the act from 
every single angle. | myself have 
received thousands of emails on this 
issue. And now, it is time to act.” 


WHILE HE PERSONALLY woutd like to 


see even more freedom than currently 
exists in copyright, Edwards says that 
the main thrust of Fair ¢ Opyright for 
Canada is to make sure a real discus 
sion Happens before the bill proceeds 
to second reading 

Our sole demand at this point is 
that this goes to committee. That's 
what we'd like to see from the gov 
ernment. We can hash this out in 
cooperation with all kinds of other 
interest groups as long as we all have 
1 chance to have a say," he says. “But 
this call has been ignored, completely 
and utterly ignored.” 

McGreal says the flaws in the legis 
lation run so deep that he hopes a 
possible fall election will send the bill 
back to the drawing board 

‘I hope it does die on the order 
book and that we start a process of 
consultation and that the next copy 
right laws be made-in-Canada and 
take into account our researchers and 
our educators because that’s what the 
original intent of copyright was, to 
promote science, learning, the useful 
arts, education in all its facets.” 

“From a broader, more philosophi 
cal place | think we're approaching 
this from the wrong way,” 
Javed 


argues 
This legislation is approaching 
it from the perspective of creating a 
framework for what's illegal and then 
punishing people who infringe. And | 
think that’s the wrong approach. We 
want the fan to be able to interact 
with our music however they want 
We want to engage the fan as 
opposed to alienate them,” 

He says artists would rather see 
more effort put towards using tech 
nology to ensure that creators are 
paid for their work while respecting 
the rights of consumers to choose the 
format that works best for them 

“Where's that balance? | don't know, 
but | certainly think we're on the 
wrong side of it right now [and] we're 
hurting that relationship and that does: 
n't bode well for the industry as a 
whole. We recognize that we want to 
have our rights protected, but we 
should learn from examples around 
the world, especially south of the bor- 
der, that the anti-circumvention 
approach is the wrong approach.” v 
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Government should release Mintz report 
recommendations and start saving more 


RICARDO ACUNA / walberta.ca/parkland 

If there is one thing we have learned over 
the last 36 years of Conservative rule in 
this province, it is that we need to worry 
more about what this government is not 
telling us than about what it is telling us. 

This is especially true in situations 
where the government makes a big show 
out of launching some committee or 
panel to review and make recommenda- 
tions on some aspect of its operations, 
and then proceeds to sit on the results 
instead of reledsing them to the public. 

In August 2007, the Alberta Govern- 
ment appointed a five-member commis- 
sion to review whether Albertans were 
receiving maximum benefit from our 
investment funds and savings, including 
the Heritage Fund. The commission, 
chaired by economics professor and for- 
mer president of the CD Howe Institute 
Jack Mintz, was to look at all of the 
province's investments, review how they 
are managed and review their purposes 
and objectives. The deadline for the 
commission to report back to the 
finance minister with analysis and rec- 
ommendations was Nov 30, 2007. 

The commission dutifully set up a 
web-site, held public meetings, received 
input from a broad range of individual 
Albertans and organizations and submit- 
ted their final report and recommenda- 
tions before Christmas. 

Apparently, that is where it ends. The 
government did not release the report 
and its recommendations to the public. 
They went into a general election where 
their platform contained no concrete 
plans for savings or investment. Their 
first budget after the election contained 
no new provisions for increased or 
improved savings. And now we are 
heading into the annual “surprise sur 
plus announcement” season, and there 
is still no sign of the Mintz report or its 
recommendations. 

In the meantime, there has been a 
growing chorus from a diverse set of 
voices across the province calling on the 
government to implement a concerted 
savings and investment strategy imme- 
diately before the window of opportuni- 
ty now before us closes. 

Groups as varied in outlook and per- 
spective as the Parkland Institute, the 
Canada West Foundation, the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation, the Alberta Cham- 
bers of Commerce and the CD Howe Insti- 


TUESDAYS 


tute have demonstrated a previously 
unheard of consensus in calling for Alber- 
ta to immediately begin saving anywhere 
from 33 per cent to 100 per cent of energy 
revenues. A recent poll of Calgary Cham- 
ber of Commerce members—arguably 
one of Alberta's more conservative 
groups—found that almost 92 per cent of 
members believe Alberta should be sav- 
ing at least one-third of non-renewable 
resource revenues. 


ALBERTAS HERITAGE FUND was set up 
by the Lougheed government in 1976 
with the intent of saving 30 per cent of 
all natural resource revenues. By 1986, 
when the government stopped investing 
in the fund and began drawing out the 
interest earned, the fund had reached 
$12 billion. Today, 22 years later, its 
market value has only grown by another 
$5 billion, giving it a current “fair market 
value” of some $17 billion. 

A week before the provincial budget 
the Parkland Institute released its report 
entitled “Saving for the Future: Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget Discipline in 
Alberta,” by David Thompson. The 
report highlighted the fact that had the 
government began saving 100 per cent 
of resource revenues when they “paid 
off” the provincial debt eight years ago, 
the Heritage Fund would be worth $135 
billion today, yielding revenues of 
around $7 billion a year above and 
beyond inflation. The report also laid out 
a concrete set of policies the govern- 
ment could follow which would raise 
the value of the Fund to over $200 bil- 


FRENZIE 
FRIDAYS 


lion in just 10 years. That amount would 
generate revenues of over $10 billion 
per year—significantly more than the 
government is expecting to receive from 
royalties a decade from now. 

Once the bottom falls out of this 
boom it will be too late to begin saving. 
Every month the government delays 
releasing and taking action on the rec- 
ommendations of the Mintz report 
means lower future revenues for the 
province. 

Perhaps the government is waiting 
until after next month’s first quarter finan- 
cial update to release the Mintz report. It 
is almost certain that the update will 
include a revised number for the antici- 
pated surplus, and not moving on the 
Mintz report before then gives the gov- 
ernment much more leeway in how they 
spend that “surprise surplus.” A recent 
report by CIBC World Markets projected 
that, given current oil prices, Alberta's 
surplus for this fiscal year is likely to 
come in $10 billion higher than expected. 

The government's current policy on 
“surprise surpluses” would see just one- 
third of that amount directed into the 
Heritage Fund, but given that this is 
money which was not budgeted, there's 
nothing keeping the government from 
Saving all of it. And just imagine what a 
$10 billion injection into the Heritage 
Fund would do. 

In the end, it seems that the only thing 
keeping the government from significant- 
ly increasing its levels of savings and 
investments is a lack of political will. The 
political capital and voter goodwill that 
throwing around surprise surpluses yields 
cannot be underestimated. 

But a government that is truly interest- 
ed in the long-term well-being and sus- 
tainability of this province, its people and 
its economy would be able to look 
beyond short-term glad-handing and 
begin saving in earnest today. It is what 
Albertans have indicated they want, it is 
what commentators and pundits from 
across the political spectrum are calling 
for and it is what is needed to secure our 
province's future. The government should 
release the Mintz report today and move 
quickly on its recommendations. w 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed 
at the University of Alberta. 
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Pace ‘Upgrader Alley’: report 


SCOTT HARRIS / 


new report by the Pembina 
Institute warns that the 
incial government should 


not approve additional bitumen 
upgraders in the 530-square-kilometre 
Industrial Heartland area northeast of 
Edmonton until environmental and 
infrastructure plans for the region 
have been implemented. 

The report, Upgrader Alley: Oil Sands 
Fever Strikes Edmonton, says that plans 
to add up to nine facilities to upgrade 
tar sands bitumen into synthetic crude 
oil to the region's only operating facili- 
ty, Shell’s Scotford #1—which is cur- 
rently undergoing expansion—will 
result in significant environmental 
impacts unless growth is managed. 

"It's really enormous,” says Mary 
Griffiths, a senior policy analyst with 
the institute and the report's lead 
author. “It’s going to be a 10-fold 
increase on what we've got there 
now. Each [new upgrader] requires 
a huge amount of land—even the 
smallest ones will require about 
three times the area of the University 
of Alberta's northem campus.” 

The report states that in addition to 
placing prime agricultural land in 


jeopardy, if all the projects proceed as 
planned they will collectively consume 
10 times the water of the city 0; 
Edmonton, use twice the natural gas 
of all the households in the city, use 
more electricity than is produced by 
the entire Genesee power plant— 
roughly the amount used by all the 
households in the province—and pro- 
duce as much annual greenhouse gas 
emissions as 10 million vehicles. 

The report recommends allowing 
the Scotford #1 expansion and the two 
upgraders which have already been 
approved to proceed, but halting new 
approvals until the Capital Region Inte- 
grated Growth Management plan and 
the Cumulative Effects Management 
Framework are completed and jn 
place and more is known about how 
much water can safely be allocated 
from the North Saskatchewan River 

Griffiths says that all new facilitic 
should also be required to be carbon 
neutral “from day one” and there 
should be plans to “offset and protect 
good quality agricultural land.” 

“We're not saying [upgraders] should 
go to the States, but we're saying, ‘Take 
the time to make sure it’s planned 
properly,” Griffiths concludes. w 


New Democrats re-elect Mason, 
reject election cooperation talks 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

ust three months after having 

their seat count in the provincial 

legislature cut in half, almost 300 

embers of the Alberta NDP assem- 
bled at the party’s annual convention 
in Calgary re-elected Brian Mason as 
leader and overwhelmingly rejected 
a motion to cooperate with the Lib- 
erals and Greens in the next provin- 
cial election. 

In his Jun 14 speech to delegates, 
Mason—who was not challenged for 
the leadership—said two main fac- 
tors hurt the NDP in Mar 3 election, 
which saw the Conservatives elected 
in 72 of 83 ridings, while the NDP 
was reduced to two just seats and 
the Liberals to nine. 

Mason first pointed to an antici- 
pated federal election, which he 
claimed kept experienced organizers 
away from the province, hurting the 
party in close races. 

“Another significant factor was the 
Albertans for Change campaign,” 
Mason continued in his speech. “This 
campaign was launched by some of 
our friends in the labour movement, 
but without consultation with our 


party. The ‘no plan’ message and the 
negative attack on Mr Stelmach 
missed the mark, in my view, and 
generated sympathy for him.” 

Mason also spoke strongly against 
a motion aimed at exploring cooper 
ation between the province's opposi- 
tion parties, telling delegates, “The 
opposition parties did not lose 
because of vote splitting. Two plus 
two does not equal four, because the 
Liberal vote will not come to us in 
the numbers people think.” 

More than 95 per cent of delegates 
agreed, voting against the motion 
later in the day, ending speculation 
since the election about a possible 
merger or agreement between the 
NDP, Liberals and Greens to not run 
candidates against each other in 
close ridings. 

In place of such talks, Mason pro- 
posed “a series of revitalization 
meetings around the province” fol- 
lowed by “a special revitalization 
convention of the party to consider 
the ideas we gather in this process.” 

Former staffer Anand Sharma was 
also elected to a two-year term as 
president of the party. v 
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“Today we witness a very great change 
for hydrocarbons,” said Alexei Miller, 
head ak Beni giant 
, last week. “The [oil price is 
pr , and we think it will 
$250 a barrel.” Cue legions of 
Hiner baal fainting and writhing 
in coils at the news of impending eco- 
nomic armageddon. So do you think that 
we'll see some attempt to move away 
dependence on oil now? 
rs is the only CEO of a major oil 
company who is predicting $250 a barrel 
oi! within 18 months, because the others 
remember what happened the last time the 
oil price peaked like this, in the 1970s. The 
big consuming countries responded by cut- 
ting back on oil use so drastically that the 
OPEC cartel lost control of the price, which 
then bumped along below $20 a barrel 
through the late ‘80s and ‘90s. 

With oi! in the high $130s, we are 
already seeing a move away from the 
monster vehicles that became so popular 
in the United States during the cheap oil 
years, but 1970s-style conservation is not 
going to bring the oil price down this 
time. For every American or German 


/Or options to 


Switching to a car with lower fuel con- 
sumption, there is a Chinese or Indian 
first-time car buyer taking up the slack 
and keeping demand high. 

So if the Car-driving masses are ever to 
escape from high fuel prices, they cannot 
rely on simply Cutting demand through con- 
Servation. They need an alternative fuel, 
and the bio-fuels that are now on offer— 
made from corn, sugar cane, sugar beets, 
oil palm or soybeans—simply cannot 
replace oil. There just isn’t enough land 
and water to grow bio-fuels and food too. 

It would take half the land-mass of the 
continental United States to grow enough 
grain to fuel America’s cars and trucks. 
“Second-generation” bio-fuels that 
depend on plants like switchgrass and 
willow are better in terms of not compet- 
ing with food because they grow quickly 
on waste ground, but they cannot provide 
the volume of fuel needed either. 

So if we're going to go on driving cars, 
but we can’t afford to fuel them from 
petroleum (and we can't afford to put all 
those greenhouse gas emissions in the 
air either), then what do we do instead? 


THIS IS WHERE it gets interesting, 
because there are two alternative fuels 
that could theoretically be produced in 
the volumes required, and that would not 
add to the carbon dioxide in the atmos- 
phere. One is algae, grown in open ponds 


Anaheim 
Family Special 


FC 


| Place increasingly FOp 40 
7 oil as the world’s fuel source 


On marginal land, or in hutrient-rich 
Sewage farms or even in completely con- 
tained environments in the dark. 

Other plants also contain oil, but the 
great virtue of algae (pond scum, in the ver- 
nacular) is that it can double its mass every 
two hours under ideal circumstances, which 
means it can be harvested daily. The US 
Department of Energy estimates that to 
replace all the petroleum fuel in the country 
with home-grown algae fuel would require 
40 000 square kilometres of land, which is 
less than one-seventh of the area devoted 
to growing com in the United States. 

The oil that is produced can be bumed 
as biodiesel, or further refined until it is 
almost the same as the fuel we put we put 
in our vehicles today. It needs no special 
distribution network, works in unmodified 
engines, and is effectively carbon-neutral. 
And the biomass that is left after the oil 
has been extracted can be fed to Cattle, or 
fermented to produce ethanol, 

Fuel from algae is not yet ready for 
prime time, but there are now numerous 
Start-up companies exploring rival ways 
of growing and processing it, and oil 
majors like Shell and Chevron are already 
jumping in as well. The main question is 
cost, but so long as petroleum Stays 
above $100 a barrel it's likely that some 
of these methods will prove competitive. 

The other, more radical proposal is to 
transform carbon dioxide from the prob- 
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, PUERTO 


lem into part of the solution by combining 
it with hydrogen to make a synthetic 
octane fuel suitable for use in vehicles 
You get your CO» from the exhaust gases 
of coal and gas-fired power plants or just 
extract it from the air directly (the first 
prototypes of machines for doing this are 
Now being tested), and you obtain your 
hydrogen however you like. 

Getting hydrogen requires energy, and 
is only carbon-neutral if the electricity 
used to split it out of water comes from a 
non-fossil fuel source like Solar, wind or 
Nuclear. But combining the hydrogen with 
C0, avoids the huge problems of Storage, 
refrigeration and high pressures connect- 
éd with using pure hydrogen as a fuel 
the synthetic octane can be handled and 
burned just like conventional fuel 

One or both of these approaches is 
going to start challenging conventional oil 
in the market within five to 10 years if the 
price of oil stays high Security of supply 
and cost are the big concerns driving this 
process now, but the ultimate prize is 
vehicle fuel that does not contribute to 
global warming. Conventional oil can 
never offer that advantage, so in the long 
fun itis in big trouble. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly 
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_ Inaction on climate change might mean a new fl 


MURRAY SINCLAIR / murray@vueweekly.com 
Iberta’s shield, centred on the 
Av provincial flag, is an 
environmentally scenic por- 
trait of snow-capped mountains, 
forested foothills, open prairie and 
wheat fields. 

It also represents critical economic 
sectors, with agriculture and forestry, 
Alberta’s second- and third-largest 
industries, respectively. 

But the shield further depicts 
ecosystems that will be most affected 
if solutions to climate change are not 
implemented. 

Premier Ed Stelmach has repeated- 
ly warned the quicker and deeper 
greenhouse-gas cuts that environ- 
mentalists and opposition parties 
want would harm the province's ener- 
gy industry—its largest economic sec- 
tor—and lead to a total shutdown of 
the tar sands, harming the economy 
nationwide, Stelmach recently 
announced a $25-million public rela- 
tions campaign to help stave off envi- 
ronmental criticism of Alberta’s “dirty 
oil.” 

When a late-2007 National Energy 
Board report warned of a more eco- 
sustainable world’s economic impact 
(see sidebar), the Edmonton Journal 
business section echoed these warn- 
ings with its headline “Green the 
colour of misery for Alberta.” 

But 58 Alberta scientists who study 
climate change spoke out against 
these sorts of arguments as far back 
as 2002, when the province was cam- 
paigning against Canada signing the 
Kyoto Protocol, saying that.not taking 
action on climate change would have 
a much more profound effect on our 
economy and ecosystems, including 
those portrayed so proudly on our 
provincial flag 

“There has been much publicity 
about the alleged economic losses 


IS ALBERTA'S ECONOMY so petro-chemi 
cally dependent that good-news develop 
ments, like the possible arrival of a more 
peacetul world and greater environmen 
tal action, would actually be bad for the 
province? 

That's one vf the topics probed in 
“Canada’s Energy Future,” a National 
Energy Board report released in Novem 
ber 2007, which looked at possible petra 
economy pictures developing up to 2030 

One of the federal agency's predic 
tions for the next 22 years is a “Triple E’ 
scenario, which refers toa “balancing of 


economic, environmental and energy 
Objectives.” 
Under Triple-E, oil prices continue a 


Health Care Aide 


that will be suffered 
by the oil and gas 
industries if Kyoto 
is ratified and 
implemented,” they 
wrote in an open 
letter to then-pre- 
mier Ralph Klein. 

“But losses that 
Will be suffered by 
other resource sec- 
tors if the climate 
continues to warm 
must also be con- 
sidered. Damage 
to our natural 
ecosystems and 
harm to future 
generations would 
add to these finan- 
cial costs. Overall, 
the costs may be 
greater than those 
advertised by oil, 
gas and manufac- 
turing officials.” 

David Schindler, 
one of the letter’s 
University of Alberta 
signatories, specified ~~ 
to Vue that under climate 
warming, “Alberta stands out as 
most vulnerable among the 
provinces, due to its position in the 
rain shadow of the Rockies.” 

Even the provincial government's 
own fact book on the issue, “Facts 
About Climate Change,” warns, 
“Overall, we can expect warmer tem- 
peratures, decreased supply of water 
and net moisture, more frequent for- 
est fires, an increased threat of 
insects and diseases and more 
extreme seasonal weather changes.” 
It goes on to warn that global warm- 
ing “could pose serious problems for 
agriculture, forestry, municipalities 
and industry.” 


record highs, due to greater demand 
from booming developing economies like 
China and India, but Canada and other 
developed nations react With energy- 
conservation measures and subsidies 
incentives and actions from government 

By 2010, the ingredients for a low- 
price environment are established 
reads the report, predicting that energy 
prices will fall until 2020 

But the report's project manager, Abha 
Bhargava, said easing geo-political ten 
sions, not the ecological focus, is the 
main reason why energy prices flatten 
under Triple-E. A more peaceful world 
means glabal energy sources like the 


ocean-transported liquefied natural gas 


ECONOMIST NICOLAS STERN made the 
same argument in a 2006 study com- 
missioned by the British government, 
which warned “the impacts of climate 
change on economies and societies 
worldwide could be large relative to 
the global economy.” 

His “Stern Review on the Economics 
of Climate Change” predicted world- 
wide gross domestic product might 
take a loss of up to 20 per cent if global 


are more available, and the oil-price 
“security premium,” which is estimated to 
be as high as $30 per barrel, disappears 
The international oi! price, which 
recently broke the $135 per barrel mark 
goes down to as low as $30 under this 
Scenario, and “oil- and gas-producing 
regions of Canada face low commodity 
prices, which result in slower production 
This is particularly apparent in Alberta 
where economic growth is actually 
below the Canadian average 
The report foresees that energy 
demand essentially flattens, as average 
growth is reduced to 0.3 per cent annual- 
y. This reduced demand “restricts the 
pursuit of the most energy-intensive and 
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warming isn’t 
curbed, while fixing 
the problem would 
only cost the world 
one per cent of GDP 
annually. : 

In higher-latitude 
regions like Cana- 
da, he predicted 
“climate change 
could bring net 
benefits up to 2 or 3 
°c through higher 
agricultural yields, 
lower winter mor- 
tality, lower heating 
requirements and a 
potential boost to 
tourism, 

“But these 

regions will also 
experience the 
most rapid rates of 
warming with seri- 
ous consequences 
for biodiversity and 
local livelihoods,” 
the economist 
wrote. 
In northern areas, 
temperatures could at first 
raise production of some crops, 
but only up to a point: “yields of sev- 
eral cereals (wheat and rice in partic- 
ular) will increase for 2 or 3 °C of 
warming globally, according to some 
models, but then start to fall once 
temperatures reach 3 or 4 °C ... as 
conditions begin to exceed the toler- 
ance threshold for crops at higher 
temperatures.” 

Stern also pointed out that “the 
costs of extreme weather events [like 
storms and droughts] will increase 
rapidly at higher temperatures, poten- 
tially counteracting some of the early 
benefits of climate change.” 

Significantly, Alberta’s annual 


expensive sources of oil and gas,” like 
Alberta’s tar sands. 

But while the report touches on alter- 
native fuels like hydrogen, it largely sees 
the environmental progress coming 
through conservation and more efficient 
use of existing oil, gas and coal 

‘It’s fairly conservative,” said Marlo 
Raynolds, executive director of the Pem- 
bina Institute, who believes Alberta is in 

a very strong position” to pursue alter- 
nate energy sources like wind and solar 
power and biomass, as well as carbon 
sequestration. 

Its a huge benefit to us economically 
to take action, he argued 

The Triple-E scenarid sees greenhouse 


ye ae 


ee! 


ag for Alberta 


mean temperature is projected |. 
grow between 3 and 5 °C by 2050 
according to another provincial gov 
ermment pamphlet, “Climate Change 
in Alberta.” : 

The province predicts that by that 
time, Calgary, Edmonton, Grand: 
Prairie and Fort McMurray will have 
degree-day totals—a growing-seaso; 
measurement—similar to Lethbridg¢ 
and Medicine Hat’s current totals. _ 

The how-to-prepare pamphlet also 
warms of more grass fires and “pes; 
infestations due to milder winters an: 
longer growing seasons (which may 
increase the need for pesticides). 

Robert Grant, a professor in th: 
University of Alberta’s renewabk 
resources department, told Vue that 
unfamiliar intense weather like torna- 
does will move north under such con 
ditions, as well. 


IN THE MOUNTAINS, giobal warming 
may throw off the yearly water cycl« 
such that there will be more melting 
of the snow pack in the spring, mak 
ing less water available in the sum 
mer, Grant said. 

Work Schindler did last year noted 
the phenomenon of smaller snow 
packs and the receding of the glaciers 
which feed the rivers, which are being 
asked to quench a growing Alberta 
population as well as serving as a 
source for irrigation systems. 

But once again, the province’s own 
“Facts About Climate Change” is most 
telling, warning that under climate 
change “perhaps the biggest impact 


gas emissions dropping by 0.1 per cent 
per year until 2030, which Bhargava said 
would equal a five per cent drop from 
2005 levels, far below recent federal 
government targets of 20 per cent from 
2006 levels. 

But Raynolds cautions it is difficult to 
predict what might emerge, saying a 
new environmental technology might 
suddenly emerge, or five years of strange 
weather may prompt people to change 
their habits and ask their government for 
stricter green laws. 

“There are a number of wild cards 
that could erupt,” he said. “Everybody's 
crystal ball is going to be wrong.” 
—WMURRAY SINCLAIR / murray @vueweekly.com 
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S predict a reduction in 

rie lakes” and Alber- 

s, “where a combination of 

‘higher temperatures and no increase 
in precipitation is causing lower 

flows.” 2 

Back on the farm, the scientists 
argued in their letter that as the water 
needed for crops and livestock dries 
up, “the water that remains will 
decline in quality.” 

The Prairies, home to 60 per cent of 
Canada’s farmland, will continue 
experiencing periodic dry spells, but 

_they noted how the 2002 drought 
marked “the first time that other fac- 
tors will amplify the effects. 

“Already, wetlands are dry and 
many lakes have lost most of their 
water. Summer river flows are already 
flowing at 20 to 60 per cent of histori- 
cal values. Some communities have 
already lost their groundwater sup- 
plies. Recent analyses predict that by 
mid-century, the arid and semi-arid 
areas of Alberta and Saskatchewan 
will increase by 50 per cent.” 

Andreas Hamann, an assistant pro- 
fessor in the U of A's department of 
renewable resources, specified that 
grasslands would move up into the 
aspen parkland and boreal regions. 

“Edmonton will get a climate simi- 
lar to a few hundred kilometres 
south,” he said, 

By 2050, southern Alberta's grass- 
lands will become a desert, and cattle 
land could be lost elsewhere, 
although the professor said precipita- 
tion predictions are hard to model. 

Noting $22 billion in federal farm 
relief paid in the 1985-91 dry era, the 
scientists predicted “the effects of cli- 
mate warming on agriculture in west- 
erm Canada will certainly cost tens of 
billions of dollars.” 


“FACTS ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE” aiso 


predicts a big climate-change-related 


to the ecosystem—all of which could 
affect the forestry industry,” it wams. 

The scientist's five-year-old letter 
averages the costs of fighting forest 
fires in Canada at more than $500 
million per year, “with little effect on 
the amount of forest burned. 

“The costs of fire Suppression, lost 


revenues to the forest industry, evacu- 


ation of towns, and health impacts of 
smoke are likely to be extremely 
high,” they wrote. 

Grant pointed to forest floors drying 
out under global warming, which 
makes them more vulnerable to flame 
up after lightning strikes. 

He noted that trees may grow faster 
under higher temperatures, making 
them a larger sink of an atmospheric 
carbon dioxide, but said accompany- 
ing increased fires would “blow away 
their carbon storage.” 

The scientists wrote that fires dou- 
bled in the 1980s and ‘90s compared 
to the previous decade, and at their 
worst point tumed the boreal forests 
from sink to a source that “almost 
equaled that from burning fossil fuels 
in Canada.” 

Their 2002 letter’s mention of forest 
disease and insect infection foretold 
the mountain pine beetle invasion, 
which has fatally eaten though British 
Columbia's trees and since moved 
into Alberta. The forestry industry- 
supported website yourforests.org 
Teports that the bug has now infested 
up to 1.5 million pine trees in Alberta. 

“The forest industry contributes $12 
billion dollars a year to the Alberta 
economy, creates 48 000 jobs and 
plays a major role in the well-being of 
about 50 Alberta communities, all of 
which could be jeopardized by a 
mountain pine beetle outbreak,” the 
website warns. “While the forest 
industry will feel the major economic 
effects, other areas will feel spin-off 
effects such as declines in tourism 
and recreation.” 
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Benefits of Merck’s HPV vaccine don’t outweigh the associated risks 


WELL, WELL, WELL 
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Merck's been busy promoting it, and the 
Alberta government will now be paying 
for it—delivery of Gardasil (Merck's HPV 
vaccine) to Grade 5 Alberta girls. And, as 
it's been controversial, and Ontario had a 
compliance rate of less than 50 per cent, 
Alberta officials are busy reassuring us 
that benefits outweigh risks. 

But the Canadian Medical Association 
Journal has given voice to the argument 
that the campaign may be premature, and 
| wouldn't want to be the one to tell fami- 
lies of young women suffering seizures 
and given a diagnosis of epilepsy within 
months of receiving their shots (however 
relatively small their numbers might be) 
that benefits outweigh risks and that 
their new condition is less weighty than 
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potentially having developed cervical can- 
cer at some distant point down the road. 

We're talking about 10-year-olds here, 
young women who in many cases had no 
intention of becoming sexually active 
anytime soon, and have now lost their 
childhoods, and lost it even though we 
don't yet really know if the immunity con- 
ferred by the vaccine will even take them 
through until they do become sexually 
active. 

As always, we're being patronized, 
told the vaccine is being closely moni- 
tored (like that’s any consolation when 
the great experiment is being conducted 
on our pre-pubescent daughters), and that 
side effects, some of which have been 
very serious, aren't necessarily causally 
linked to the vaccine. 

So, just to offer another perspective, 
Dr Shiv Chopra, who has a long history of 
putting human safety ahead of corporate 
interests and was coincidentally fired 
from Health Canada in 2004, and who 


wrote Corrupt to the Core: Memoirs of a 
Health Canada Whistleblower, says all 
vaccines are potentially neurotoxic. 
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The Cochrane Library Review, accord- 
ing to a BBC report on Sep 25 of 2007, 
says, “vaccines are a business, like any 
other. The only difference is that govern- 
ments are co-sponsors with industry ... 
overestimation of the threat by the target 
diseases, suppression of data on adverse 
events and exaggeration of effectiveness 
are frequent. In the case of population 
vaccination programs, both governments 
and industry have conflicts of interest. 
Beware!” 


AND THAT MIGHT just be a caution to 
heed, given the vaccine is based on what 
sounds to me (admittedly not a scientist), 
like very questionable science. The 
placebo used in clinical trials contained 
aluminum (a known neurotoxin) rather 
than a non-reactive saline solution, 
meaning the appearance of safety would 
be artificially increased, as reactions to 
aluminum would keep adverse events in 
both groups similar—which looks exactly 
like what happened according to the US's 
vaccine safety watchdog, the National 
Vaccine Information Centre. Non-local- 
ized reactions that included vomiting, 
severe headaches, fever and dizziness 
happened at about the same rate in both 
groups, but reactions reported by Gar- 
dasil recipients also included more seri- 


ous reactions like appendicitis, pelvic 
inflammatory disease, bronchial spasms 
joint pain and seizures. 

Diane M Harper, who’was involved jp 
the development of Gardasil, has bee; 
clear that we have no idea yet how safe 
it is Used on young girls, but her words 
seem to have disappeared in the wind. 

Like I've written before, the exagger 
ation of cervical cancer risk is quit: 
significant. Though we've been led to 
believe it’s an imminent threat to ou; 
daughters, it's actually listed as a rare 
disease by the National Institutes o; 
Health, and is responsible for only 
about one per cent of Canadian cancer 
deaths. It is common worldwide, but 
the overwhelming majority of cases 
occur in the developing world (where 
high quality nutrition would undoubtec- 
ly help a lot), and it has a significant 
number of risk factors that have noth 
ing to do with any strain of HPV. 

In making decisions as difficult a: 
those that involve the health of our chi| 
dren it helpsto remember that the vac 
cine claims to be partially effective 
against some strains of HPV that some 
times cause cancer, but cause it only 
rarely—two to three per cent of those 
infected develop conditions that predis 
pose them to cervical cancer, and less 
than one per cent go on to develop it 

It also helps to remember that the 
decision doesn't need to be made today 
and that there is nothing to be lost by 
postponing the shot. And for the many 
young women who know they will contin 
ue to be low-risk candidates in every way, 
refusing it entirely is also a completely 
legitimate option, and one that has noth- 
ing to do with parental fear of their 
daughters becoming sexually active. 

lt also doesn’t hurt to remember that 
it looks like the whole promotional cam 
paign might have more than a little to do 
with Merck shareholders gasping for air 
right now, given their Vioxx mess and 
the $4 billion Merck has been ordered to 
pay out in compensations, and with the 

many millions they've recently invested 
to expand their vaccine manufacturing 
capabilities. w 
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moming! I've got that weird, fuzzy- 
cr fired, chilled but kind of buzzed 
feeling you get after too little sleep of too 
poor quality following a very late, but 
sober, night. You know the feeling, right? | 
think there's a German word for it. It'd 
been a while since | stayed up with a 
game ‘til 4 am, especially one | sat down 
to at noon, but there | was: 16 solid hours 
with the new Meta/ Gear, dozing off with 
the controller in my hands while Snake 
crouched in yet another dumpster, waiting 
for yet another coast to clear. 

Waiting is a big part of the Metal Gear 
experience, and it's in full effect in Metal 
Gear Solid 4: Guns of the Patriots. Right 
off the bat, you're waiting for the game to 
preload to the PS3 hard drive. That's not a 


CLIMATE CHANGE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 


Hamann predicted a northern-BC fun- 
gus infection, which thrives under 
higher temperatures and summer 
rains, might come into Alberta. 

“Climate change brings all sorts of 
change with it,” the professor told 
Vue. “It’s hard to make predictions. 
For the forest manager, there’s the 
fear of the unknown.” 

He said ecosystem projections 
based on a business-as-usual 
approach, where the world would 
take no action to curb climate change, 
create some western Canadian mod- 
els that “look really bad” by the end of 
the century. 

“The boreal forests will not be sup- 
ported anymore by our climate,” 
Hamann said, arguing that within 100 
years, the woods will “certainly be in 
big trouble.” 

Schindler added that it was “now 
clear that the forest industry in Alber- 
(a is not going to be an important part 
of the province's future,” noting eight 
recent mill closures, and high-paying 
‘ar-sands employment attracting 
workers away. 

“Forest products have been 
awash in red ink, [and] we simply 
Cannot compete with countries that 
Pay ‘sweat-shop’ wages and have 
@ environmental regulations. Add 
mountain pine beetle and the 
resulting forest fire and damage to 
watersheds to that, and it’s a bleak 
picture.” 

Looking at climate change through 
on-the-ground developments, 
_ Schindler predicts Alberta “will be 
Worse off than Newfoundland after 
the cod collapsed”: full of unskilled 
labour, overexploited resources and 
no industries. 

“In 50 years, Alberta could be the 
‘desolate province,’ gutted by unsus- 
‘ainable oil, gas and forestry, too 
many people, not enough water,” he 
told Vue. 

“We should be looking to what 

ed in the foothills of Wyoming, 
Montana, and Colorado to see where 
we are headed. Edmonton could be 
the next Butte.”y 
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complaint; | actually enjoyed sitting there 
watching a prematurely aged Solid Snake 
smoke his trademark The Boss-brand Cig- 
arettes as a strange mix of game tips, 


care-and-safety instructions and half-pan- . 


icked liability @SS-covering scrolled past: 
“Use an ashtray for Cigarette butts and 
ashes,” “If you begin to feel ill, stop play- 
ing immediately,” “Use consideration 
when choosing to smoke,” etc. 

Of course all this talk of smoking, cou- 
pled with the image of one of the top com- 
puter-generated badasses in history lighting 
nail after nail, just made me want to light 
up myself, so | left Snake to his moody 
download fuming and Stepped outside to 
finish off the butt ofa cigarillo and get what 
would tum out to be my last dose of solar 
radiation for a while. Looking out over my 
backyard, the long grass made me nervous; 
| was already in Metal Gear mental mode, 
on the lookout for terrain features that 
might conceal a nano-enhanced clone ninja 
sniper assassin. Note to evil terrorist 
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armies: proper lawn care Saves lives, 

Back inside, Snake's finally got all his 
Megabytes loaded in and he's ready to 
Mave out on his final adventure. The open- 
ing line of his narration, an inversion of Ron 
Perlman’s nerd-classic “War never 
changes” pronouncement from the Fallout 
games, gives a hint of what's to come 
Straight-faced serious grit pervaded with 
meta-awareness, casual Slips under and 
Over a very loosely guarded Fourth Wall 

Now, the question of whether the 
“Fourth Wall” concept as commonly under- 
Stood can even really apply to videogames, 
which by definition involve two-way traffic 
across that barrier, is one that calls for alot 
of time and thought; thankfully, | don't have 
to bother with that today since Metal Gear 
Solid 4, true to series form, is more movie 
than game and can be comfortably consid- 
ered as such. The stealth-infiltration action 
(or guns-blazing doorcrashing; MGS4's 
actually a bit more forgiving, if nat reward- 
ing, Of gung-ho playstyles than previous 
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installments have been) comprises merely 
the interludes between the long, long, long 
CGI cinematics that develop and compli- 
cate the already hulking and intricate 
Metal Gear epic 


AND WHY Shouldn't we love this? The 
Joy of Hideo Kojima’s cyber-bio-Gothi 
techno fantasy sci-fi espionage 
thriller/soap opera is in watching, scene 
by inspired scene, as its already imposs 
bly convoluted contours get twisted and 
re-twisted—unstable super-clone dou ile 
agents under repressed hypnosis working 
with/against posessed gunslinging cow 
boys and sadistic Russian psychics to 
aid/thwart nanotech artificial intelli 
genees in their quest to build/destroy 
giant nuclear-armed walking tanks in 
order to free/dominate the world while 
Swimming in a multi-thematic sea of loy 
alty, family, identity, war, peace, humani 
ty, freedom and the nature of 


videogames themselves. We should count 


1? 


ourselves lucky Kojima allows us these 
little sneak-and-kill breaks, intermissions 
between heavy revelations 

Could be just my preferences: I'm good 
at watching movies and I’m terrible at 
Stealth games. | think it’s a patience 
gap-—i get antsy after the five minutes of 
Crouching in the shadows behind a bunch 
of crates waiting for some dumbass 
guards to simmer back down after | acci- 
dentally load my machine gun too loudly, 
| break cover too early ... and am once 
again chased back to the dumpster 

Honestly, that’s where I've spent most 
of my 16 hours with MGS4, just hiding 
Out in dumpsters. Even after the coast 
clears and the henchdudes go back to 
their patrolling, I'd often just let Snake 
hang out in that cosy metal womb, listen- 
Ing to the battle-ambience going on 
around him and relaxing while | zoned out 
in the wikisphere, fefreshing my Meta/ 
Gear memories and learning new things 
about Solid Snake and his world. w 
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Euro week two: Turkey 
does the unimaginable 
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BRIAN GIBSON 
0al@vueweekly.com 


_ OFF THE BAR: JUN 15, 12:45, ELEPHANT 


& CASTLE (103 ST & WHYTE AVE) It's the 


_ third round, with group matches being 


played at the same time (to quash any 
game-fixing rumours ina sport that swirls 
with conspiracy theories, spread among 
fans like a viral grudge). Elephant & Cas- 
tle, an olde-style British pub, offers the 
screens, the ambience (wood floors, 
weather-beaten, long-watched-in chairs) 
and lots of fans gathering at a neutral site 
(since no UK team made Euro). 

Outside, both here and in Geneva, it’s 
raining. Inside, on the second floor, 
there’s nothing in the air to hint at the 
strange, incredible game between Turkey 
and Czech Republic (winner makes the 
quarterfinals) that would grip everyone 
by the throat by 2:30. 

The room's mostly Turkey fans. Topal and 
then Aurelio get yellow cards for coming 
hard into the threateningly tall Jans Koller. 
At 34’, their fears about Koller are met with 
his zipping header, off goalie Volkan’s hand, 
the bar and in. By halftime, the fans seem a 
little exasperated. | try to eat most of my 
bread pudding before the action resumes. 

At 47’, supporters rear back in their seats 
as Nihat spears a volley over the bar. In the 
goalmouth, Cech keeps snatching away the 
ball. Then Turkey seems cooked. At 62’, Plasil 
slides in to put another Czech cross home. 

The Turks keep pushing—they'd 
come back against Switzerland in the 
drier half of a bogged-down match to 
get here. But when Polak clangs the 
woodwork at 71’, it looks dismal. 

At 75’, the faithful are up as the ball’s put 
across—it skips back to Arda Turan and he 
one-times it. Cech gets a little but the ball 
hits the upright and goes in. The belief has 
been half-confirmed. There's a crackle in the 
air now. Claps at 78’ when a Turkish player 
slides to keep the ball in play. At 80’, Serket 


glances a cross past the post. Is that it? 
When Kazim-Richards sprays another 
ball and Nihat gestures to calm down, he 
may as well be telling the fans. Their 
urgent hope is racing. Turkey keeps using 
the right side, and suddenly it’s 87’, Altin- 
top’s in-swinger is through the box, Cech 
leaps to grab rather than punch it out, and 
he can't grip it—the ball’s down to Nihat 
for the free tap-in. The floor erupts. Devo- 
tion fulfilled, the mundane mistake and 
simple finish making it all the more unbe- 
lievable. A.murmur’s running through the 
crowd, a chill along the spine of the room. 
Surely it will be penalties to determine 
who moves on. But at 89’, the unimagin- 
able: a sharp pass finds Nihat through, 
onside, and he sidefoot-chips it over Cech. 
The ball hits the bar and comes down inside 
the line. Ecstasy. Turkey's supporters jump- 
ing and hugging, punching the air. There are 
still some tense moments—Volkan’s eject- 
ed for stupidly shoving a Czech player and a 
midfielder has to replace him in net 
because Turkey's used all their subs—and 
then one of the greatest soccer comebacks 
is over. Three goals in the last 15 minutes to 
not only win, but leapfrog into the Euro 
quarterfinals. Outside, the air, fresh after 
the rain, also seems full of sweet, surreal 
triumph for the exhilarated Turkish fans. 


ELIMINATION TIME The past week also 
saw the Dutch dismantle France (with stun- 
ners by Robben and Sneijder) and kick out 
Romania (after Mutu failed to put them 
through with a late-game PK against Italy), 
plus David Villa's bolt in injury-time to vault 
Spain over Sweden. If the playoffs are even 
half as exciting, we're in for a wild finish 

In the first quarterfinal, a sleek Portugal 
side looks to revenge their World Cup third- 
place match loss against an unconvincing 
German 11. Croatia-Turkey should be a 
gutsy battle. The Dutch should treat their 
fans to another sweet win, but Spain-ltaly 
will be Mediterranean madness. w 


Check out Brian Gibson's Euro 2008 
gameday blogs at vueweekly.com 
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Friday June 20, 2008 
Ballroom (West Mall) 
8pm Doors open for General public & VIP, Medio & Sponsor Welcome Porty 
10pm - Edmonton Sotsa Compeliifion 
10:30pm - Special performances by invited guests 
Dancing uni 2 am to the music of 3 amazing Dj's 


Saturday June 21, 2008 
Edmonton Event Centre (West Edmonton Mail) 
Tar Registrotion & Vendor booths Open 
Bem. Doon open for evening Profestional Dance inow 
9pm -Intemnational Professional Dance Showcase 
11:30pm - Dancing until Sam fo the music of 4 of the countries best Salsa Dj's 


Sunday June 22,2008 
Edmonton Event Centre (West Edmonton Mail) 
Oe ee 


Workshops 
9pm - doors open for Farewell porty & Moser Jock & J dance off 
10:00pm - Dancing i 2 am. 


Tickets Available Nationwide at TICKETMASTER.CA / 780.451.8000 


Friday June 20th @ Empire Ballroom $15 at the door or Inchuded In full access or party pass (18+ ID) 
Event Contre $35 - Reserved Seating $50 (Al Ages) 


Gold lull occess w/reverved seating $145 - Affer June 4th $180, 
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For the sixth year, Vue Weekly presents our i 
Bestest of Edmonton issue. Unlike other 

Best-of issues, our Bestest of Edmonton issue 

is all about celebrating the quirky, idiosyncratic, 

unadvertised parts of our great city. At this 

moment, our writers and editors are hard at 

work compiling dozens and dozens of entries that 

will reveal a cross section of Edmonton you've never 

realized was there. We want your input! Send us your i oe ate 
thoughts on the subjects below. eae mat | 
You can submit them by mail, email, fax or g0 10 vueweekly.com and click on the Bestest link! We will publish the | 
best and most common answers we receive (on or before June 26) in the Bestest of Edmonton July 3 issue *S | 


To submit your thoughts: 
Mail to Vue Weekly 10303 108 St Edmonton T5u 1L7 
Fax to 780 426 2889 Email to bestest@vueweekly.com Or go to vueweekly.com 


WE WILL DRAW TWO WINNERS FROM CONTRIBUTIONS MADE AND EACH WILL RECEIVE $100 IN RESTAURANT GIFT CERTIFICATES 
Plus, see something interesting or unique? Take a picture and E-mail it to us! If we run it on vueweekly.com, we'll give you a restaurant gift certificate! 


| EDMONTON'S CLAIM TO FAME 7 BESTEST SECRET GEM 
2 EDMONTON'S CLAIM TO SHAME 8 BESTEST LOCAL ISSUE 

3 EDMONTON'S PATRON SAINT 9 BESTEST NEIGHBOURHOOD 

4 EDMONTON'S DEVIL'S ADVOCATE 10 BESTEST TAX DOLLARS IN ACTION 
5 YEAR'S WORSTEST POLITICAL MOVE I BESTEST RIGHTY POLITICIAN 

6 YEAR'S WORSTEST MEDIA BLUNDER 12 BESTEST LEFTY POLITICIAN 
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New York, New York is a hell of a Bagel Cafe 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


ar 13, 2003. I’m sure that 
date will be forever etched 
in the mind and heart of 


Grace Kalinowski, the owner of the 
New York Bagel Café. It’s the day 
she lost the business that she had so 
carefully nurtured for just over 20 
years, the day that her tiny little café 
was destroyed in a horrific fire that 
ate up one of Old Strathcona’s most 
historic blocks, Although it took just 
over a year to find the new perfect 
location and another six months to 
transform it, the New York Bagel Café 
has now occupied that space for 
almost four years. 

So, if you do the math, the café has 
graced our city for about 24 years, Of 
those 24 years, | had set foot in the 
door of either location a grand total of 
zero times. Oh, my feet have often 
wandered by both locations and my 
eyes have frequently strayed in their 
direction, but that’s as far as I got. So, 
with spring giving me renewed moti- 
vation to roam around Old Strath- 
cona, one morning, empty stomach 
and all, | found myself next to the rus- 
tic brick steps that lead up to the café 
and | decided it was high time | 
climbed those steps, my husband and 
daughter in tow. 

Now, not having visited the past 
location, I’m not an expert on the pre 
vious décor, but I was told that the 
atmosphere is remarkably similar 
Wood is everywhere. The scuffed dark 
wood flooring leads to rust-coloured 
walls that extend upwards, seemingly 
indefinitely, before being capped by a 
dark wood ceiling. Wood tables and 
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chairs of a lighter hue sit on that floor 
and wood windowsills, lined with 
diverse books and knickknacks, frame 
the numerous large windows that let 
in the streaming sunlight. There are 
even little wooden highchairs and a 
wood piano tucked discretely away in 
a corner. 

Small bursts of gentle colour soft- 
en the earthy browns, from the 
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Voted Edmonton's best African restaurant 


9920-82 Ave 
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emerald green Christmas lights that 
line the windows to the occasional 
vase of blooming flowers. Vivid blue 
jars of brown sugar dot the tables 
and we were drawn to one in partic- 
ular, sitting on a table with a teasing 
view of the cozy patio. We settled 
into the comfortable armchairs and 
inspected the little pots of exotic 
jams and unusual mustards and bot- 


Eritrean/Ethiopian/Somolian Food 
Eritrian Coffee 
Organic Foods & Eritrean Tea 


tles of assorted sauces that were 
nestled next to the brown sugar. I 
felt totally comfortable, relaxed— 
and starving. 


NO INTRIGUING SMELLS were floating 
about the room, which wasn't entirely 
surprising given that we were the first 
people in the door that morning. Our 
waitress came by, dropped of some 
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NEW SPRING MENU 


FEATURING NEW MENU ITEMS: 
GRILLED VENISON RACK 


MOROCCAN TAGINE OF BEEF, OLIVES, APRICOTS, 
AND ALMONDS, MINT REOUCTINON 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 


For more details and the full menu visit www jacksgrill.ca 


Reservations: 434-113 


TUE- SAT (GAM - 9:30 PM) 
SUN, MON (9 AM - 4:30 PM) 


NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 
HSU GATEWAY BOULEVARD «279 
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menus and took our drink orders. 3 
cappuccino ($3.50), a hot chocolat; 
($3.75) and a pot of chai spice tea 
($2.75). While she busied herself a; 
the little coffee bar dominating th: 
center of the room, we opened up th: 
menus and turned our attention | 

breakfast. There are numerous varia 

tions of their version of eggs benedic| 
(made with bagels, of course), a wid 
selection of omelets, a few typical 
diner breakfasts and a couple o 
sweeter offerings. Not all included 
bagels, but most did. 

Although an eclectic mix of people 
had straggled into the café by this 
time, no one had ordered, so | was 
denied the luxury of peeking at oth- 
ers’ plates. Eggs benedict is their 
most popular breakfast item, so | 
trusting the masses, stayed fairly 
simple and ordered the Mikonos 
($15.50), with spinach and feta, and 
passed on the more exotic variations, 
some of which included things like 
oysters and foie gras. 

Although there is a little blurb 
printed on the bottom of the menu 
requesting no modifications to the 
menu items, | evidently broke the 
rules and requested my eggs bene 
dict without the hollandaise sauce 
no butter on the bagel and asked for 
none of the home fried potatoes that 
come with it. My requests, although 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 19 


‘sharman@veeweekly.com 
ned about the new Careit 
‘Urban Deli through the best 
form of advertising there is— 
word of mouth. A friend of mine 

o lives in southwest Edmonton 
told me that I absolutely had to try 
it out. Since I love to both cook and 
eat out with her, I knew her recom- 
mendation would be a winner, but 1 
never would have expected a hid- 
den gem in such an unusual neigh- 
bourhood. 

| had heard that Careit—the name 
refers to the care the operators put 
into their natural-focused foods— 
had a couple of tables to eat at, but 
was mainly a take-away place. 
since I didn’t feel like cooking, | 
decided to pop by after work. While 
the deli wasn’t exactly on my way 
home, | jumped on the Anthony 
Henday, headed west at Calling- 
wood/62 Ave, and a couple of min- 
utes later I pulled up in a small strip 
mal! in the Hamptons. 

Dave, Cam and Louie are the 
masterminds behind Careit, three 
friends who play hockey together 
and share a love of food. The three 
main cooks are all red seal chefs 
who have combined their experi- 
ence from some of the top restau- 
rants in Edmonton and created a 
top-shelf take-out menu for the 
culinary challenged or those too 
busy to create their own magic in 
the kitchen, 

Their somewhat unusual location 
in a new southwest neighbourhood is 
a result of the three owners living in 
south Edmonton, and because they 
wanted their deli to be part of a small 
community. They knew their goods 
would be in demand, and decided that 
they would prefer to become a desti- 
nation instead of trying to compete 
with a larger grocery store in some 
parking lot. I found the deli to be 
warm and inviting, and the owners to 
be personable with great customer 
service. 

Careit has definitely carved a 
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unique identity in its neighbourhood, 
but I believe the concept will blow a 
taste of fresh cuisine into our city. The 
deli’s tagline is “The healthy side of 
take out,” and by the popularity it has 
developed since opening this January, 
1 would say that the place is doing all 
the right things. Careit create’s quality, 
nutritional meals that are ideal for 
working professionals and busy fami- 
lies. While other pre-packaged dinner 
options are available out there, Careit 
creates high quality, gourmet foods 
that are all fresh, and never frozen. 


WHILE THE DELI MEATS, cheese and 
Olives are attractive, it’s the take- 
home menu and hot and ready 
counter that keep the patrons 
returning. When I arrived at 5:30 
pm there were still a number of din- 
ner options available, including 
some of the deli’s most popular 
such as Red Thai Curry, Chicken 
Carbonara and Lemon Tarragon 
Shrimp with Penne. Smaller serv- 
ings of biryani rice, spaghetti 
squash and mini Yorkshire puddings 
stuffed with beef were scattered 
among the day's fresh options. 
Careit Urban Deli sells and serves 
Spring Creek premium beef, a prod- 
uct with the promise of no antibi- 
otics or hormones. The deli’s natural 
take on food extends to its other 
free-range meats, produce and 
ingredients, and it even roasts its 
own turkey, chicken and beef deli 
Meats on site. The operators make 
all of their soups and sauces from 
scratch, making sure their care is 
reflected in everything they make. 
Their commitment is to be as natural 
as possible without the extra cost. 
Careit also carries a specialty drink 
with Elixers, a concentrated, all-natu- 
ral liquid made from herbs, roots, 


it does takeout you'll care about 


flowers and fruits. The health boost is 
paired with carbonated natural spring 
water that produces a yummy Italian 
soda flavour, but without all of the 
sugar. Usually sold at high-end health 
spas, | finished the peach-flavoured 
Virtual Buddha for $3.75 before I even 
left the shop. 

Careit is basically a deli Specializing 
in high-end, delicious take away 
meals that are packed with flavour 
You can certainly tell that there are 
chef's preparing the meals based of 
the variety of dishes and the specific 
ingredients that make each item 
unique. I walked out with a family- 
sized Madagascar Peppered Steak 
$14.99, a gourmet spin on beef 
stroganoff, but the quality Spring 
Creek beef and peppercorn spice 
stood apart from any homemade dish 
I've had. 

I was torn between the spaghetti 
Squash and the salad, but Dave sold 
me on the signature spinach salad 
and GOJI dressing ($8.95). 1 couldn't 
quite figure out what was added to 
make the dressing so delicious, but 
I Know I'll be able to have more, as 
the trio is planning on releasing a 
series of dressings later this month 
He also revealed plans to serve a 
duck comfit salad with sour cherry 
dressing. The creativity in the 
Kitchen is sure to produce a variety 
of items based on season ingredi 
ents, customer demand and culi- 
nary imagination 

Careit has successfully developed 
a menu of take-away items that 
carry the taste from a gourmet 
restaurant, but with affordable 
prices. While most pre-packaged 
dinners are frozen or full of preserv- 
atives, the chefs at Careit have cre- 
ated an economical way to eat 
healthy without compromising taste 
or requiring much of your time. The 
variety of dishes at Careit Urban 
Café has something that will appeal 
to anyone's palate. I'm already 
excited for my next visit, and I plan 
to spread the word. v 
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What's your responsibility in the global food crisis? 


ELLA JAMESON / ella@vuewookly.com 

ecember blows cold across 
D«= Canadian Prairies, but 

that doesn’t stop Edmonton 
consumers from enjoying their 
asparagus, bananas and fresh straw- 
berries. Today we have more variety 
in food choices than in any point in 
history, but at what cost? 

As global food prices skyrocket, 
most Albertans don’t find it neces- 
sary to hoard rice supplies in fear of 
imminent shortages. Recent food 
riots in countries as diverse as Aus- 
tria and Zimbabwe demonstrate that 
not everyone is as confident that 
their personal food supply is secure. 

Numerous governments have 
resorted to imposing export embar- 
goes on certain agricultural crops in 
order to maintain supplies for their 
own people, leaving those countries 
with poor crop production in dire 
straights. Aid agencies are feeling 
the crunch as well, with costs sky- 
rocketing for the provision of much- 
needed food supplies to the world’s 
hungry. 

Rising fuel prices have resulted in 
an increased demand for North Amer- 
ican biofuels, largely produced from 
com, sugarcane, wheat and barley. 
Corn is particularly efficient at captur- 
ing solar energy and converting it to 
organic carbon energy, and composes 
the vast majority of the American bio- 
fuel crop. As much as one third of the 
maize production in the United States 
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ate FOOD 
CRISIS 


goes to the production of bioethanol 
and biodiesel. 

The dramatic global increase in 
food prices in recent years is thought 
to be in part due to increasing produc- 
tion of crops for bioethanol and 
biodiesel. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
food price index rose by 40 per cent in 
2007 alone. Some estimates suggest 
that biofuel production is responsible 
for up to 30 per cent of the increase in 
global food costs. 


AS COLOSSAL CONSUMERS of fossil 
and biofuels, Canadians have both 
an opportunity and a responsibility 
to weigh our personal accountability 
in the global food crisis. 

First and foremost, reducing our 
own carbon footprint through 
decreased consumption of fossil 
fuels will greatly reduce the demand 
for both non-renewable resources 
and biofuels. In terms of food choic- 
es, this means purchasing local food 
from sustainable sources using 
responsible farming practices. 

Responsible farming practices 
include the reduction of the use of 
chemical fertilizers, largely responsi- 
ble for environmental contamination 


of our water sources. Farm biodiversi- 
ty allows for the cycling of crops and 
reduces the need for pesticide use. 

Canadians need to adjust to eat- 
ing what's available nearby and in 
season. Peruvian mangos may seem 
more exotic than BC peaches, but 
conveying such luxury items to the 
Alberta consumer is done at a sub- 
stantial environmental cost. 

I have to admit, vegetarians have 
it right when it Comes to reducing 
their environmental impact. The cost 
of producing beef and poultry in 
terms of fuel is astronomical. Up to 
20 times more energy is required to 
produce meat than the equivalent 
amount of grains. In addition, a 
meat-based diet requires up to seven 
times more land. 


One of the best places to begin 


the practice of sustainable food pro- 
duction is in our own backyards. 
Whether it's an apple tree, an herb 
garden or a full-fledged potato crop, 
gardening can reduce our reliance 
on foreign grown foods. 

Finally, not all biofuel is produced at 
the expense of the environment. 
Research continues into the efficient 
production of biofuel from garbage, a 
technology that may be truly sustain- 
able, as North Americans continue to 
fill landfill sites at an alarming rate. 
Having no impact on land use or avail- 
able food supplies, the conversion of 
the world’s biomass into useable 
ethanol is the road of the future. w 
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A reason to go to Calgary 


Z3|GREAT HEAD 


greathead @vueweekly.com 
WILD ROSE BARLEY WINE 
WILD ROSE BREWERY, 
CALGARY AL 

10.00 FOR 500 ML BOTTLE 


| know my job is normally to discuss 
beer that Edmonton beer fans might 
want to tipple. Most of the time | try to 
restrict my reviews to beers actually 
available in Edmonton, at least at a cou- 
ple of stores, like 
Sherbrooke Liqour 
or Chateau Louis. 

But sometimes 
an exception must 
be made. This is 
one of them. 

Calgary's Wild 
Rose Brewery Is 
one of the staple 
Alberta micros, 
producing a strong 
lineup of beers. 
Like most micro- 
breweries, they 
like to experiment 
and play by offer- 
ing up seasonal 
concoctions, avail- 
able for only a 
short time. 

This spring the brewery released 
its first attempt at a barley wine. Bar- 
ley wines are big, bold and complex. 
The alcohol runs very high, up to 10 or 
11 per cent, hence the name. The 
flavour is quite different from regular 
beers, offering more complex malts 
and other esters. They're definitely 
sipping beers, and they're often asso- 
ciated with winter imbibing, but | find 
them quite pleasant for a cool sum- 
mer evening after a day of being out- 
side as well. 

The reason for Wild Rose's attempt 
on this bold front is its brewer, Dave 
Neilly, a Saskatchewan homebrewer 


SUDS 


turned professional. Dave brings 
homebrew ethos with him to Calgary 
it can basically be summed up as “go } 
or go home.” 


THE BARLEY WINE he created certain, 
fits that bill. It's a deep mahogany w;: 
a thick, creamy light tan head, whi; 
fades fairly quickly (not uncomm,, 
among barley wines). The aroma con 
fronts you with molasses, chocolat= 
caramel and dark fruits such as figs an: 
plums. These aroma qualities exten, 
into the taste. The first sensation is the 
dark sweetness, much like brown suga; 
then the fruits come up. Hops plays ; 
minor role in this 
beer, at least 
perception. 

The other thin 
| notice is alcoho! 
Warming. The 
aleohol lingers jn 
your mouth in a 
vapour form. The 
beer is 9.3 pe, 
cent alcohol. Th: 
alcohol is a bit 
harsh at first, but 
that will mellow 
with time. 

And that’s the 
key thing about 
this barley wine— 
| have a sneaking 
suspicion it wi! 
only get better over the next couple of 
years, as the flavours blend and mellow 
and some of the rough edges fade away 
In two years, this could be a beauty. 

There are two downsides though. A' 
$10 a bottle, it is pricey. Also, it’s only 
available in Calgary, either at the Wild 
Rose Tap Room (4580 Quesnay Wood 
Drive SW), on the old army base land or 
at Willow Park liquor store. 

So, if you have relatives, get them tc 
pick you up a couple bottles, or plan a 
road trip. | have headed down the QE? 
before for matters less than importan! 
than good beer. Although do it sooner 
than later, as who knows how long !t 
will last. w 
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‘met with sighs and 

of that dark wood 
ction | found somewhat 
also a bit annoying. It 

wade me feel like I was a minor 
annoyance when I simply wanted a 
few things omitted so J could enjoy 
my meal. Who wants to waste food 


My husband ordered the Classic 
Breakfast ($11) and asked for his 
bacon well-done (is that a modifica- 
tion?) and my sweet-tooth daughter 
went with the Sweet & Fresh ($11), a 
cinnamon bun with side of honey 
almond raisin spread and a bowl of 
fruit. 


OUR DRINKS CAME, all of them hot 
and steaming. My tea was in a small, 
bright blue teapot, making the tea 
taste even better. Delicious smells 
started to permeate the room, 
reminding me yet again of how hun- 


fare. 
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8ty | was. Warnings that were posted 
about the café indicating that good 
food takes time to prepare and that 
patience is appreciated should be 
heeded—it seemed like a long while 
before breakfast arrived. 

When it did arrive, though, it 
arrived in style. Massive plates, 
rimmed in gold and earthy green, 
were filled with visual delights, but 
the eggs benedict looked particular- 
ly stunning. My toasted multigrain 
bagel was topped with mounds of 
bright green spinach, only just 
beginning to wilt from the heat of 
the eggs, with large chunks of tangy 
feta scattered over everything. | 
immediately plunged my knife into 
the centers of the two perfectly 
round poached eggs so that the 
bright yellowy-orange yolk didn't 
cook any further. A vibrant fruit 
garnish added more brilliant hues to 
my plate and the slices of dragon 
fruit and star fruit added a touch of 
the exotic. The benny was rich and 
delicious, even without the hol- 
landaise sauce 


Fabulous Dining . . . 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample 4 glass of one of our 
vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 
every Thursday and Friday evening. 


TRANSCENDCOFFEE 


@ transcend 


raising coffee to a new level 


Tired of 
Crappy 
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My daughter's cinnamon bun was 
decadently gooey, drizzled with 
maple syrup and stuffed with raisins. 
A hefty spoonful of what she called 
“icing” (really the honey almond 
raisin spread) put the whole creation 
a bit over the top, but it was 
declared the best cinnamon bun ever 
except for the ones at the Highlevel 
Diner. High praise indeed, coming 
from a cinnamon bun connoisseur. 
The bowl of fruit, consisting mainly 
of pineapple and a variety of melons, 
was a bit of a disappointment, 
though. Shriveled brown edges led 
me to believe it had languished a bit 
too long in the fridge 

My husband's Classic Breakfast 
came with perfectly cooked bacon, 
Crispy potatoes, a toasted multigrain 
bagel, two poached eggs and the 
lovely fruit garnish. A satisfied expres- 
sion told me all 1 needed to know 

As we ambled out of the leisurely 
café, relaxed, content and pleasant 
ly stuffed, I was glad that it had 
once again found a home in Old 
Strathcona. vw 
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“LESS THINKIN’ AND MORE WINE-ING 
deVine Wines has two special opportu- 
nities to taste some delicious grape 
juice this weekend, First Up is the contin- 
uation of their World Wine Basics 
series, which this Thu, Jun 19 takes a 
trip to New Zealand. Taking you beyond 
the Sauvignon Blane, deVine will look at 
the Rieslings, Gewurztraminers and 
Pinot Noirs that are making the Kiwis 
Synonomous with grapas 

Then, on Fri, Jun 20, deVine will host 
8 tasting from the down under brother of 
New Zealand, as Pau! Drogemuller of 
Australia’s Paracombe Wines will stop 
by to host a free drop-in tasting. With 


FOOD NEWS! 


three varietes of Paracombe’s delicious 
Juices, it promises to be a spectacular 
introduction to the Adelaide Hills region 
of southern Australia. For more info on 


either event, visit devinewines.ca or call 
421.9463 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on ct inary 
events in Edmonton. Have an event our 
citys gourmands should know about? 
Send an e-mail to dish@vueweekly.com 
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Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 
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SNAP and Latitude 53 get to Works for Edmonton’s viz art fest 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 


ith a torrent of art coming 
our way once The Works 
Art & Design Festival 


opens on Friday for its annual two 
week multi-site run, it’s a relief many 
of our city’s galleries participate while 
maintaining their regular program- 
ming schedule. That gives viewers 
padding on either end of the fest to 
beat the crowds or return to re-expe- 
rience shows that reveal themselves 
more fully in repetition. SNAP and 
Latitude 53’s Works shows are, for dif- 
ferent reasons, among those worth 
revisiting. 

Mind of a City is Vancouver-based 
artist Judy Cheung's handbuilt self- 
help program. Inspired by a shift in 
creative focus (Cheung’s a photogra- 
pher but has concentrated lately on 
conceptual interventions), a reloca- 
tion from Toronto to the West Coast, 
and a stumbled-on car radio discus 
sion on self-help, the installation con- 
sists of eight stations, each with a DIY 
version of a betterment activity. These 
sites steal the parlance and schtick of 
what's become a multi-billion dollar 
industry: guided relaxation and visu 
alization, goal and life analysis, inten- 
tion-setting and prioritization, 
networking, and even a chopped up 
version of Myers-Briggs personality 
testing are among Cheung’s “pro- 
gram.” Viewers take themselves 
through Cheung’s course, guided by a 
pamphlet and signage, on a physical 
journey through the gallery that 
becomes reflective and personal as 
our involvement in the tasks she 
assigns us replaces our reflexive self 
involvement 


ESCAPE T0 


ckua 


radionetwork 


Pretccceceegar 


Cheung begins with a bastardiza- 
tion of sand mandalas, asking us to 
set our intentions, and then proceeds 
to take us through exercises that 
mimic serious programs to stimulate 
the body and brain and invite interac- 
tive, free-associative play. Her final 
activities are the show’s most power- 
ful, one for its poignancy and the 
other for its sheer tactile and sensual 
pleasure and interiority. 

For “Voice Therapy,” Cheung 
recorded a group of people who had 
come together for a workshop and 
unexpectedly drifted into talking 
about keenly felt issues. At the flick of 
a button behind a plywood lectern 


shielded by a wooden screen with a 
hand-drawn city view projected on 
one side of it, these voices discuss 
fear and self-sabotage, unexpected 
joys and nagging doubts. Another 
switch allows the viewer to add 
anonymously to this confessional 
unloading. It’s a false experience, in a 
way—the drawn image on the screen 
derives from the view Cheung and her 
participants had in the bland office 
building's meeting room, so it’s a fac- 
simile of participation that dangles 
between public and private, participa- 
tory and isolated. 

“Dream Here” is another in-between 
site, with Cheung embedding her own 


FAL UN 20-WED, JUL 
THE WORKS ART & DESIGN 
FESTIVAL 


PREVUE 


UNTIL SAT, JUL 12 


MIND OF A CITY 
WORKS BY JUDY CHEUNG 
LATITUDES (10268-1081 


UNTIL SAT, JUL 19 


THE TRAPEZE 
WORKS BY KAREN DUGAS & KYLA FISCHER 
SHAP (10309 -97 ST 


relaxation tape in a recliner blanketed 
in white feathers—all the better to buoy 
you towards your lofty dreams. Resting 
back and following her spoken instruc- 
tions, you're encouraged to visualize 
the most private of spaces, an intemal 
realm of absolute safety, while being 
watched in a gallery. 

Self-help's an easy target for either 
the cynical or the completely credu- 
lous to latch on to, and to her credit, 
Cheung manages something more 
nuanced than uncritical repetition or 
outright dismissal. A darker tale is 
hinted at in the title—Mind of a City is 
fundamentally about the disruption of 
community and how we seek to fill 
our needs by ourselves instead of 
with friends, guided by an industry of 
paid helpers instead of with the sup- 
port of loved ones. Her program has 
humour and whimsy, but it’s also 
sympathetic to the impulses, insecuri- 
ties and pressures that drive us to 
equate advancement with happiness. 


SNAP'S MAIN GALLERY space is tem- 
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porary home to Karen Dugas’ recen; 
body of work, The Trapeze. Her digi- 
tal prints carve out a different space 
altogether, a photographically rooted 
world that’s openly acknowledged a; 
allegorical, with its metaphor acted 
out by a nude protagonist and totem: 
items like sphere, ribbon, a baton and 
a tree limb. The dark-haired, bare 
bodied woman tumbles, climbs and 
swings through situations that are 
represented and framed by text: the 
word “ABYSS” exerting gravity from 
the bottom of the paper, floating 
through the separate letters o; 
“AQUEOUS,” or pitching through - 
swarm of fovea-evading blind spot 
obscuring text that literally spells that 
out, embedded in the background 

Dugas’ prints have so many sub 
tle repetitive elements they should 
draw viewers back over and ove 
again—the shadowy bars of.a ladde: 
are present throughout the series 
and, like an optical illusion, once 
you spot it in one print you can’t 
help but retrace your steps to find it 
in the rest. Sometimes it’s a 
straight-up stairway; in othe: 
images the motif is distorted and 
barely present, or directionally 
reoriented to suggest prison bars 

The trapeze artist is clearly a sub 
versive protagonist, resisting against 
forces that work against her bare 
ness, clarity, and agility, and she has 
a strange, ambiguous power that 
viewers will want to revisit to puzzle 
out. v 


Check back next week, when Vue's aris 
writers’ will pick their favourites fror 
The Works Art & Design Festival. 
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and the first under Gillese’s direction. 
“It is so much more overwhelming 
than I thought, there’s so much to do,” 
_ Gillese explains of the challenge. “It’s 
awesome, | love it, but it's punishing. 
igwis - But I feel like I've pulled together the 
company, and Josh is best line-up we've ever had. But you 
: big star; it's incredi- _ know, I always try and push thing to 
itl your head.” the limit, thinking 1 can do everything. 
whom Gillese refets is I can't.” 
Rapid Fire alum, and What Gillese has done is make a 
Mf the much buzzed- conscious effort to shift the festival 


a , the two old friends are improv into a more big-tent event, 
crossing paths again, with Dean encompassing not just theatresports 
appearing on Stage in this year's and pure improv but also sketch 

1 anza! Festival, the eighth comedy, kid’s theatre and even a lit- 
since the festival’s inception in 2000, tle stand-up. 


Cooperation makes it 
happen at Trading Stages 


PAUL BLINGV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
n Trading Stages, the Walterdale 
[stout one-act play festival, 
emerging playwrights have the 
chance to have their new works guid- 
ed by the steady hands of some of 
Edmonton's veteran theatre writers. 

One such fledgling writer, Nathan 
Coppens, was placed under the play- 
writing wing of Trevor Schmidt, and 
found that the Northern Lights The- 
alre artistic director's experienced 
outside eye came in extremely handy 
in dispelling his writer's block. 

“I'd reached kind of a point where | 
wasn’t objective enough about [the 2 | TH, JUN 19- SAT, JUN 28 (8 PM) 
play] anymore,” he explains, in = 
eeaeee oes ent WORKS BY DAVID BELKE TREVOR SCHMID, 


ued Cellar Doors, Secret Gardens. “It = NATHAN COPPENS, TAYLOR CHADWICK 


was sitting around, going nowhere.” y 
But after hearing about the Wal- oa ae 


terdale's one-act festival, entering his 

Script seemed ideal: even though Cop- _terdale is just so great; they're a com- 
pens wasn’t sure where it needed to —_ munity theatre, and they have a men- 
go, the chance to heara second, more __torship program going for their young 
experienced, opinion from someone writers. And that’s just a really 
like helped him flesh outhis encouraging thing for myself and 
seript’s explorations of connections, Nathan,” he explains. “It’s great for us 
Lari at) to have someone who can give us 

Pm ake-1 


some feedback, who has written plays 
UNO, SECRET GARDENS ana themselves, who has gone through 
the Schmidt-penned Mockingbird _ this submission process before, and 
Close make up one of the show’s _ has been in the place that we're at.” 
alternating evenings of plays. The But the mentored writers weren't 


other, ring David Belke mentor- _ the only ones to gain experience from 


ASERDAL » 
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by Taylor Chadwick, pack- their respective collaborations. ~ 


jether the former's cinematic According to Belke, there’s plenty for 
Bless You, Billy Wilder with _ him to learn by helping along the next 
Up Shit Creek, which generation of playwrights. 
c after “The whole exploration process 
our play- _—helps you figure out what you know 
about the craft: your approach to the- 
atre; and what it’s like, and so on,” he 
explains. “Every time you mentor 
someone or dramaturg someone's 
play, it teaches you a little more about 
playwriting as an art form. 
y, they just “That's the nature of the biz,” Belke 
‘and you don’t geta adds. “Theatre is a cooperative art 
cess out of it. Wal- _form, so you cooperate.” v 


nadian film Young People —_ away from being 11 days of straight ° 


Sticking only to the straight and 
narrow improv troupes, says Gillese, 
would mean bringing in “the same 


hacky, done- 
before stuff, all 
dick jokes and 
easy clichés. | 
like that stuff, 
but I also like 
physical come- 
dy and word- 
play and 
Storytelling and 
Playing cool 
characters and 
having different 
scenes that riff 
on real ideas.” 


SOME OF THE 

CTS that have 
re-aligned 
Gillese’s per- 
ceptions will be 
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on stage over the next week and a 
half, from Toronto's tron Cobra 
(whom Gillese describes as “almost 
emo-style" in 
their dark, 
angsty approach 
to improv) to 
LA's The Birth 
‘day Girls, to the 
Pajama Men, big 
hits at last year's 
festival 

Gillese is 


("so fucking 
happy.” in fact) 
to have another 
Young People 
Fucking star, 
Calgary-raised 
Peter Oldring, 
appearing this 
year, as one half 
of a duo with fel 


Council Members 


especially happy- 
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mprovising: Gillese promises freewheeling improv 


low Calgarian Pat Kelly. Gillese says 
the pair are “hands down, the best 
improv duo I've ever seen.” 

Gillese’s own group Scratch will 
also be appearing, and he Says audi- 
ences can expect from his work the 
same boundary-pushing qualities he’s 
come to appreciate. 

“There was a time when | thought 
all improy could be is maybe some 
theatresports and fooling around,” 
he says. “1 thought you couldn't 
come in with any pre-conceived 
ideas about what you were going to 
perform-—jt had to be pure. But ['ve 
loosened up and a lot of that is from 
Seeing cither people taking improv in 
different directions, and doing it 
successfully. 1 no longer have a 
problem with mixing improv with 
sketch or stand-up, or using improv 
to write, or improvise around their 
dialogue. All I care about is people 
being entertained.” w 


Premier's Council on Arts 


and Culture 


Alberta Culture and Community Spirit — Champion our cultural policy and provide strategic 


advice on significant cultural initiatives 


We are looking for community leaders interested in contributing to the newly created Premier's 
Council on Arts and Culture. This Council will provide liaison between government and cultural 
Stakeholders and will support the ministry in implementing The Spirit of Alberta, Alberta's 


cultural policy 


Your commitment as a member will be to meat at least twice each year to provide the Minister 
comprehensive advice on cultural strategies and to promote and support culture in Alberta 
throughout your term. Your knowledge and expertise in one or more of the areas of culture 
including arts, heritage, recreation, sports or the voluntary sector will be key in guiding policy 
implementation,communication and evaluation. An outstanding communicator and team player, 
you bring experience in board governance and related processes. Regional and diversity 
fepresentation from within our province, as well as permanent residency for at least two years 
will be strong considerations in our search, Appointments will be made by Ministerial Order with 
members paid an honorarium for attending meetings, and travel expenses will be reimbursed as 
required. Competition Number 49578. Closing Date: July 4, 2008 


Visit www.jobs.alberta.ca and customize your search by selecting Agencies/Boards/ 
Commissions for more information and to apply directly on-line, or e-mail your resume 
fo ExecutiveSearchResumes@gov.ab.ca Executive Search, Alberta Corporate Human 
Resources; Telephone: (780) 408-8460; Fax: (780) 422-0468. Online and e-mail applications 
will receive an automated confirmation. A member of our Executive Search team will 
contact you if you are selected for an interview. Thank you for your interest. 


Celebrate Alberta Arts Day September 6"! 


Alberta 


Government 


JUN 19-JUN 25,2008 wureweexry 21 


BODY WORLDS is unparalleled storytelling and spectacle 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista @vueweekly.com 
artin Amis is probably kicking 
Meer for not thinking up a 
character like Gunther von 
Hagens. The German anatomist is the 
peculiar brilliance behind the engrossing 
BODY WORLDS, the global phenome- 
non that features bodies that were once 
as alive as you are now, expertly dissect- 
ed and displayed in “artistic” poses that 
are meant to showcase the undeniable 
power of human (and occasionally 
duck, rooster and horse) biology. 

The pioneer of plastination—a tech- 
nique invented in the 1970s to arrest 
decay in dead tissues through polymer- 
ization, thus preserving them for as close 
to eternity as possible—has a biography 
colourful to the point of bedevilment: it 
includes a rare and desperate childhood 
illness and collisions with historical cir- 
cumstances, like a couple year stint in an 
East German prison for political danger- 
ousness, before a dramatic escape to the 


www.prideedmonton.org 
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intellectually freer West and a medical 
and scientific education that reinforced 
his desire to preserve and see into the 
physical body, as well as to share his dis- 
sected journeys with fellow medical pro- 
fessionals and the public. 

His business ties to China have 
been rigorously questioned, as have 
his motives, and the contentiousness 
of his practices have entered the 
mythology he’s created around himself 
and his life’s work, von Hagens’ rather 
considering himself as fighting the 
corner of enlightened knowledge, one 
of a long line of anatomists who have 
historically challenged our cultural 
antipathy for interference with the 
dead in order to advance understand- 
ing of our earthly vehicles, 

The stories and characters that brack- 
et BODY WORLDS are so extreme that 
unless you become one of the millions 
who've stood in front of von Hagens’ 
collaborations with Mother Nature 
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REAL HUMAN BODIES 
TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE $1650 $7850 


(almost as many people have seen a 
variation of the show worldwide as 
there are citizens of Canada), it’s hard to 
believe they're real. Images can't cap- 
ture the strange magnificence of the 
exhibition, which for once lives up to the 
kind of hype Edmontonians are nearly 
used to being disappointed by from the 
Great Big Shows our cultural institutions 
sometimes bring in, which almost 
always wind up meaning a ton of didac- 
tic context and not much meat. 


NOT TO REACH for the obvious segue, 
but if there’s one thing BODY WORLDS 
has in plenty, it’s meat. Snaking through 
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a series of smaller 
rooms before 
bursting intoa 
spacious main 
gallery, the show 
takes us on a fan- 
tastic voyage 
through the 
human body, from 
its foundational " 
structures to its 
soft tissue and 
outer wrapping. 
Each room is 
bisected by glass 
cases that hold 
individual organs, 
bones or systems, 
usually several 
representatives of 
the same sort of 
thing, so that we can play pathologist as 
well as anatomist, comparing diseased, 
disordered and modified specimens to 
healthy or typical ones. 

The contents of these cases would 
be worth seeing all on their own: dia- 
grams of the auditory system can’t 
match the profundity of seeing the 
three tiny bones we rely on for hearing 
lying on a fabric bed like a set of exqui- 
site jewels near the skull of an infant. 
A gathering of hearts shows variations 
of lifestyle and disease as well as lend- 
ing a peek inside individual chambers 
and blood vessels; a perfect, alien 
metal sphere embedded in a joint 
speaks to the medical interventions 
anatomy makes possible. 

The showstoppers, of course, are 
von Hagens’ most famous specimens, 
often-photographed sculptural full- 
body interventions with fanciful names 
like “The Jumping Dancer” (2005), “The 
Winged Man” (2002) and “The Chess 
Player" (1997)—poses and tropes often 
led by the kind of dissections the mas- 
ter anatomist is trying to reveal. 

“The Chess Player,” for instance, is 
all about the nervous system. 
Hunched over a small table, contem- 
plating a chessboard with a benign 
expression that curiously recalls the 
almost-a-real-boy machine from iRo- 
bot, the half-peeled man displays his 
spinal cord and a rear-window per- 
spective on some of his major organs. 

An earlier piece, “The Smoker,” 
reveals one thick blackened lung, along 
with part of the hapless mortal de-coil- 
er’s musculature and skeleton and some 
tantalizing parts of the brain. Caught in 
a standing pose that resembles some 
foppish wag paused midway through an 
arch piece of gossip at a cocktail party, 
the body stabs a faux lit cigarette 
towards his viewer (a chief defense 
against accusations of ill-use of the dead 
is von Hagens’s lifestyle moralizing). 

These pieces are also the ones that 
are most prone to not only admiration, 
but condemnation, with their oddball 
coroner's humour (one Janus-faced 
unfortunate wears a white panama hat, 
echoing von Hagens’ black one, which 
he wears in photos even with his green 
medical smock, poised over an open 
body) and prim Teutonic veneration of 
fitness jostling uncomfortably with the 
technical prowess of the skillful dissec- 
tions and innate biological wonders on 
display. Because they are whole(ish) 
bodies doing the kinds of things 
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whole(ish) bodies do rather than jus 
sitting in a case being specimenical, we 
strive to see the human-ness in them 
helped along by their imaginative sce- 
narios—a powerfully muscled baske! 
ball player, a ring gymnast swinging 
next to his brain and torso, a pair 01 
football players leaning into a tackle 
There’s even a rider atop a rearing 
steed, towering over visitors to the 
main gallery, with both creatures par 
tially stripped down to flesh and bone 


AS IN ART HISTORY, the men are almost 


relentlessly athletic or cerebral, while 
feminine roles are reduced to passively 
being gazed at, standing or reclining 
except when releasing a couple circula- 
tory-system-limned birds into the heav 
ens as an almost comically innocent 
peace offering, seemingly unaware o! 
its goriness. (Apparently, most body 
donors are female, but fewer are used 
as whole specimens, because they're 
smaller and it’s harder to see their finer 
structures, and also because frequent 
hysterectomies leave body cavities 
empty in a way von Hagens considers 
unrealistic.) 

That's not to say there’s a lack o! 
emphasis on female biology: a small- 
er, darkened room holds the supine 
figure of a woman, near-term baby 
still in her womb, surrounded by 
embryos and fetuses at various 
stages of development, basking in 
the flickering glow of a movie loop 
on cell fertilization and early deve!- 
opment. The heavy-handed funereal 
atmosphere the World of Science has 
chosen to go with is unnecessarily 
oppressive here and in the other gal- 
leries, overly concerned with lending 
dignity to something inherently 
undignified and unfair, the complete 
sad randomness of life and death 
that is a fact of existence. (The low 
lighting and heavy black wall cover 
ings are not inherently part of the 
show; a companion who saw a sister 
exhibit in a light-filled atrium com 
mented on the difference in mood.) 

Modest complaints, though, for 
something so ambitious. The informa- 
tive spectacle of BODY WORLDS rightly 
draws in crowds, but with a high 
admission cost, one hopes the Edmon- 
ton Arts Council or NextGen would try 
to broker a discounted evening for the 
city’s culture workers, so our own sto- 
rytellers can access what Martin Amis 
can only wish he'd come up with. v 


for the soul of an earnest, naive 

ung man, one Lou Diamond 
Phillips, pitched between the 
Machiavellian assholes of the 
Sheen/Esteves clan and the 


Such is the premise of Varteniuk’s 
I’m Sticking With Kiefer, at any 


eyes of the mixed-race character 
actor as he weighs competing film 
offers from Emilio Estevez and Kiefer 
Sutherland. Twigged on to the idea 
when he saw Phillips in a guest spot 
on 24 and began looking into the sur- 
prisingly intertwined careers of 
Sutherland and Phillips, Varteniuk 
found the Diamond one to be an ideal 
character for asking serious, soul- 
searching questions. 

“What really hooked me was when I 
first went to Lou Diamond Phillips’ 
Wikipedia entry, and read about his 
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mother being part Filipino, part Chi- 
nese, part Japanese and part Spanish, 
and his dad being Scotch/Irish/Hawai- 
ian/Cherokee,” Varteniuk explains. “I 
came up with the line, ‘People ask what 
that makes me; I tell them it makes me 
Lou.’ The rest just kind of went from 
there: if anyone is going to have an 
identity crisis, it's a dude who's 
Scotch/Filipino/Chinese/Irish/Chero- 
kee/Hawaiian.” 


FROM THERE it was a matter 
of fleshing out the men who 
would throw Phillips into 
that identity crisis, and for 


test young that Varteniuk turned to his MOVE OVER VAgi \ k { 
SE eisziiboth th sroalig Wate: eoanteton OVER VAGINA MONOLOGUES,,.IT S THE MEN'S TURN! 
looks and the career-trajectory Though not entirely 

senses—up on screen with pis- unprecedented—Varteniuk 

tols and dirty jeans. No, for the and fellow Waterboy Trent 

cerebral Mostly Water sketch- Wilkie collaborated on an 

agen = ada ae all-male version of Are You “aot Bupervieed ty Eugane tckinnd A Sein Boma 
was nothing in a Dattle 


There God? It's Me, Margaret 
while in Toronto—the full- 
length nature was some- 
thing of a stretch for the 
troupe, used as they are to 


! t sketchcom. Still, though 
good-natured but slightly mis- maintaining one character 
guided kooks who make up the for a full 90 minutes was a 
Sutherlands. 


bit new, the show is very much 
Mostly Water in spirit, sharp and 


crude and relentlessly absurd 
rate, which examines the moral SAMI Mite “It's certainly absurd in form, but 
choices we all must face through the HAIG BUCHERT, MATT STANTON in content, there are some serious 


issues; this is a play that really suc 

ceeds only if the characters take 
themselves seriously,” says Varte 

niuk, who admits that playing 
ridiculous straight and vice versa is 
more or less his favourite comedic 
trick. “I think what we're trying to 
do is be ridiculous about the seri- 
ous and serious about the ridicu- 
lous. These are guys who are trying 
to win the respect of their fathers 
and figure out how to live their 
lives, they're just doing that in an 


These guys should think with their dicks more often... CockTal 
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Sofra displays the taste of elsewhere 


AMY FUNG / amy@vueweekly.com 

Ithough most restaurants 
Az: their walls with art to 

aid the digestion and experi- 
ence of their patrons, not many will 
actually have art openings where they 
clear out a section of the floor and 
operate outside of regular business 
hours, Sofra Authentic Turkish Cui- 
sine opened its doors this past 
Father’s Day afternoon to celebrate 
the first ever art exhibition in its short 
two-year history. Featuring new 
works by local artists Cesar Alvarez, 
Alison Service and Kelly Johner, 
the exhibition focused on works 
inspired by travels from abroad, hon- 
ing in on the senses of colour and 
light as filtered and experienced in far 
away lands. 

Alvarez, who exhibited meticulous- 
ly cut steel slabs in his MFA sculpture 
exhibition last summer, reveals his 
softer side with a series of water- 
colours from Spain, Italy and France. 
Construction of form and depth of 
space continues to be a dominant 
theme in Alvarez’s work, with an 
inherent interest in unlocking the 
interior. An alleyway bends through 
light and stone and the obstruction of 
form reveals itself through bursts of 
diverse colours and condensed con- 
structions. 

Along the walls with Alvarez are 
the complimentary ‘works by Service, 
who graduated with her BFA last year 
in painting and who also works at the 
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restaurant. While Alvarez highlights 
the real, Service dilutes the form with 
an abstraction of idealized remem- 
brance. Anonymous bodies, stylized 
and near, walking towards you and 
away, are infused with light in space 
and only mildly textured. Contrasted 
next to the people-less portraits of 
static buildings, the transient flow of 
blurry bodies makes sense. 


ROUNDING OUT the exhibition and the 
scale of formal realism to formal 
abstraction, Johner’s wooden sculptures 
give weight to the room as an exhibi- 
tion space. A perfect companion to the 


aged and sanded wood floors along 
with the Aegean colours of bronze and 
burnt orange, Johner’s sculptures con 
tinue to bridge the formalism tradition 
ally alive in steel through the fragility of 
wood. Working with discarded oak ba 
rel slats, which in their history hav 
already been distorted by the hand oj 
man by cut and singe, Johner is refash- 
ioning these pieces towards thei 
imperfect presences. 

Organized by Johner’s daughter 
and co-owner of Sofra, Chandra John 
er looks to reach out to the arts com 
munity that already makes up a larg: 
section of her clientelé. Much like her 
mother, she is up to the challenge « 
bridging two worlds, the,service and 
the artistic, and with ambitions to 
exhibit more works by local artists 
only time will tell if Sofra will appease 
the appetite of both food and art 
lovers alike: w 


THE | 
SEASON: 


THE 


MOST 


COMPREHENSIVE 


GUIDE 


EVERYTHING 
HAPPENING IN 
PERFORMING 


ARTS! 


ALL AVAILABLE AT 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 


24 \UWEWEEKLY JUN 19- JUN 25, 2008 


ARTS 


y oh 


SY biography is a Kool Thing 


2 HOeScoTcH 
bopscotch@vueweekly.com 


Sonic Youth holds such a tremendous yet peculiar 
place in music as to confound any attempt to explain 
it to an unknowing bystander. One can certainly pro- 
pose a lineage of sorts, tracing their roots in New 
York visual arts and underground culture in such a 
way that links them to the Velvet Underground and 
Talking Heads, yet Sonic Youth, with its core mem- 
bership of Kim Gordon, Lee Ranaldo, Steve Shelley 
and Thurston Moore, has blazed a trail far longer 
than either of these predecessors. Jn fact I'd be hard 
pressed to think of any other more or less democrati- 
cally geared rock band in history that has stayed 
together and remained as active and engaged, as 
enthused and good-humoured, as prolific while, to 
my ear at least, never once phoning it in. 

The group's music rose out of a sensibility that, 
for all its obsessive influences, still feels somehow 
essentially sui generis, the product of suburban kids 
with gravely mistreated instruments dragging their 
enthusiasm for pop art, the Beats, Charles Manson, 
Science fiction and the avant garde into their par- 
ents’ garage, producing growling enactments of a 
head-on collision between the monolithic guitar 
armies of Glenn Branca, ferocities deconstructed 
from punk rock and no wave, shuddering B-horror 
movie soundtracks, and a barely secret infatuation 
with classic rock, pop and jazz. I've been in love with 
the band since high school, and my familiarity with 
its Work on record or in concert only makes classifi- 
cation fee! that much more futile. 

I'd never paid too much attention to the members’ 
private lives or working practices, but, coming on the 
crest of a wave of new of recent SY-related litera- 
ture—-Moore and Byron Coley Abrams’ No Wave: 
Post-Punk Underground New York 1976-1980 and The 
Empty Page: Fiction Inspired by Sonic Youth are espe- 
cially tempting reads—David Browne's Goodbye 
20th Century: A Biography of Sonic Youth (Da 
Capo, $27.95) seemed too intriguing to pass on. With 
@ sprawling discography and a quarter century of gen- 
eral activity under or beyond the SY moniker to draw 
pon, Not to mention extensive interviews with SY 
and virtually everyone ever associated with the band, 
Browne's relatively hefty tome promised something 
authoritative and thorough at the very least. 

Though the prose is pretty baggy and the use of 
Quotations often redundant, the facts and anecdotes 
collected in Goodbye 20th Century are indeed fasci- 
Nating. That Gordon's father wrote the first major 
Study of adolescent factions, that her mother made 
clothes for the family, that the young Gordon once 
choreographed a dance based on a narrative 
deduced from her rearranging of her father's jazz 
album covers or that she later made a student film 
about Patty Hearst intriguingly conveys the roots of a 
highly unusual modus operandi. Reading about how 
“Teenage Riot” was intended as a campaign song for 
imaginary US Presidential candidate J Mascis, how 


SY were instrumental in getting Nirvana signed to 
DGC, how Chuck D performed his part in the “Kool 
Thing” video while Standing in a hallway between 
meetings, how Gordon once made dinner for Neil 
Young on his tour bus after buying raw meat from a 
roadside KFC: all of these items enliven and enrich 
anyone's reading of the Sonic Youth story 


WHAT'S SERIOUSLY LACKING in Browne's book, 
however, is anything like a close critical analysis of 
the band’s work, habits or lifestyle—and when 
Browne does suddenly try to get a little tough on the 
band’s music near the end, his observations seem 
way off the mark. Goodbye 20th Century May provide 
constant candy for curious SY fans, but it rarely digs 
below the surface, offering only a vague idea as to 
how the band’s songs are constructed and relying on 
rock critic boilerplate to describe its music. Browne 
also seems frequently overwhelmed by the band's 
prolific output, barely giving us an idea of Ranaldo or 
Moore's catalogue of non-SY outings. And the cul- 
ture junkie nerds who will inevitably constitute a 
large part of this book's readership will be irked by 
fumerous minor errors found throughout: Nick Cave 
being called British, Bad Brains being called “The 
Bad Brains,” or William S Burroughs’ Kansas home 
being located in Nebraska. (More frustrating still, 
while old WSB appears twice in the book’s truly 
superb photo inserts, the guy's barely mentioned in 
the actual text!) 

| suppose it would have been too much to expect 
a book about Sonic Youth to be even half as adven 
turous as the band’s music—yet an inventive 
approach to writing about music is so welcome 
when one surveys the music section of any store or 
library. On my own shelves | can quickly pick out the 
music-related titles that stand out in any way, nearly 
all of them diverging from the conventional model, 
whether it's Ashley Kahn’s Kind of Blue: The Making 
of the Miles Davis Masterpiece, wild, stream-of-con- 
sciousness memoirs from the likes of Iggy Pop or 
Bob Dylan, Geoff Dyer’s But Beautiful or Sean 
Wilentz and Greil Marcus's The Rose and the Briar 
Death, Love and Liberty in the American Ballad. 
Compared to these, nearly all of the standard cradle- 
to-grave/rise-and-fall bios seem dull and formally 
Slavish, notable mostly for their various levels of 
banal, groupie-screwing dirt 

Reservations aside, |'m still deeply grateful to 
Browne for what amounts to an enormous invest- 
ment in chronicling a unique, unruly and still-unfold- 
ing chapter in music history. What does come across 
in Goodbye 20th Century very well—besides its cat- 
alogue of dingy NYC apartments in the early 
1980s—is a sense of how several individual, highly 
distinctive and equally opinionated artists can get 
together and continually work toward developing a 
sound all their own while still attempting to manage 
something akin to a career, as well as spouses, chil- 
dren and mortgages. More than is usually the case, 
for rock at least, the story of Sonic Youth is the story 
of extraordinary creativity being balanced with basi- 
cally ordinary lives. And the result of such alchemy is 
genuinely inspiring. v 
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Portishead - Third (mercury) 
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Mudcrutch - Muderutch (reprise) 


bt 


10. The Steeldrivers — S/T (rounder) 


11. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 
12. My Morning Jacket - Evil Urges (ato) 
13. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 


14. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 


15. John Hiatt - Same Old Man (new west) 
16. T Bone Burnett - Tooth Of Crime (nonesuch) 


17. Islands — Arms Way (anti) 


18. Firewater - The Golden Hour (bloodshot) 

19. Bonnie “Prince” Billy - Lie Down In The Light (drag city) 

20. Sonny Landreth - From The Reach (landfall) 

21. Martha Wainwright - | Know You're Married... (maple) 

22. Sam Roberts — Love At The End Of The World (universal) 

23. The Black Angels - Directions To See A Ghost (light in the attic) 
24. Duke Robillard - A Swingin Session With (stony plain) 

25. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 


26. James Hunter - The Hard Way (go) 
27. She & Him - Volume One (merge) 


28. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
29. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (burt bun) 
30. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 


WOLF PARADE 


AT MOUNT ZOOMER 


Recorded and engineered by drummer Arlen 
Thompson, At Mount Zoomer is Wolf Parade's 


second album for Sub Pop.Their first, 


Apologies To The Queen Mary,came out in 
2005. At Mount Zoomer proves Wolf Parade 
to be much more than the one-trick pony of 


their peers. And it's no surprise both of the band's 
primary songwriters have established themselves as two of the 
most exciting and consistent songwriters in rock. 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 19, 2008 | 


Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 


Van Morison -Keep It Simple (exile) 
The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 
Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 


Steve Winwood — Nine Lives (Columbia) 
Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 
Daniel Lanois — Here Is What Is (red floor) 
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BOLLYWOOD DREAMZZZ_-SHARARA Festival Place, 
‘Sherwood Park (499-0866) * A dance-drams showcase. A young 
Qi journeys into the tinsel-wortd ot Bollywood and finds herself 
in a situation that tests her morals # Fri, June 27 (6pm door. 
6:30pm show) # $20 (adultl/$15 (child under\0) at TicketMaster 
451-8000 Ashley for info 


tions; including workshops, open interactive dance experiences and 
an all-ages folk dance * June 28-July 13 


RAGA-MALA-PICWIC IN THE PARK Borden Park * A Celebration 
‘of Edmonton Raga-MalaMusie Society's 25th Anniversary: An after- 
noon of Indian classical dance and music featuring Bageshree Vaxe 
‘and new work by Kathak and Bharathanatyam dancers; part of 

Feats-Festival of Dance * June 28 (12pm) « Donations * Cheek 
website for rain-out location www.abdancealliance.ab.ca 


‘SHUMKA-THE BEST OF SHUMKA 2 Jubilee Auditorium * 
Featuring Shumka’s latest dance pieces including Alberta Echoes: 
A Dance Tapestry with quests Zephyr, Mattierin Irish Dancers, and 
‘Shang De Martial Arts; Vasyl Popadiuk, the ‘duke’ of gypsy violin « 
Fri, June 20 (7.30pm) * $38 and $32 (adult}/$20 (student/senior) at 
TicketMaster 451-8000 


URBAN DANCE ENCOUNTERS Strathcona Farmer's Market, in 
front of the Varscona Theatre * Fresh Dance Food: Synergy 
Improv-movement improvisation will bring your recipe to life « 
June 28 {1-2pm) # Toonies on site 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (492-2854) * 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * SUMMER SHOW: Artworks by artists 
from across Canada * July-August 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-105 St (488-6611) * WILD 
THING: The Focus on Fibre Art Association's Bienniale Juried 
Exhibition; until July 5 * Discovery Gallery: COMING UP NEXT: 
Artworks by emerging artists: part of EPCOR’s NextFest, the Next 
Generation Arts Festival and The Works Festival; until July 21; 
‘opening reception: Sat, June 21 (24pm) 


ART BEAT 25 St Anne Street, St Albert (459-3679) * TERRA 
INGOGNITO: Artworks by Sharon Moore-Foster and Allison 
Argy-Burgess. New artworks by Francis Alty-Arscott, Glenda 
Beaver, and Jim Vest * Until June 30 


ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave * Open noon-hpm * SKULLS AND 
ROBOT: Collaborative show, artworks by Amelia Shute-McPherson 
and the Psychotic Robot Collective. Part of the Works festival; until 
July 3; opening reception: Thu, June 19 (Bpm-12am) * Artist Talk: 
Pirat Rani Hallo Friend, Are You Impotent?: Sun, June Z2 (1-2pm); 
presented by The Works * Artist Panel Discussion: East of Sweden, 
South of Finlend, West of Russia, North of Latvia: an Estonian 
Perspective on Media Art: Sun, June 22 (2-3:30pm) presented by 
The Works * BEAMS concert; presented by The Works, Wed, June 
25 © Silent Street-In on Jasper Ava: Original film work from 
Edmonton's Film and Video Arts Society, Fri, Juna 27 (11:15pm); 
$10; presented by The Works/theARTery/FAVA: info at 780-42S- 
1671 of deanna@fava.ca * Jaz’Art: Prosented by The Works and 
Centra D'arts Visuels; Sun, June 29 (7pm) 


ANT GALLERY OF ALBERTA Entorprise Square, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave (422-6223) * Open Mon-Fri 10:30am-5pm, Thu 
10:30am-8pm (480m free}: Sat-Sun Nam-Spm * DRAWN FROM 
THE PAST. The Portraits and Practice of Nicholas de Grandmaison: 
featuring artworks, documents, photographs, sound recordings 
ond artifacts from de Grancimaison’s personal collection; untit 
Aug, 10 © AED TILE: Aboriginal artworks from the late 20th centu- 
ry. including artworks by Jane Ash Poitras, Norval Morrisseau, 
Alex-Janvier and others; until Aug. 10 * Studio programs ball- 
way: DRAWN FROM THE PRESENT—Current Visions of First 
Nations Youth: Artworks by studonts at Meskanahk-Ka-Nia-Wit 
Elamantary/Junior High School in Hobberna and Amiskwaciy 
Academy in Edmonton; until Aug. 8 * All Day Saturdays: June 21, 
1-4 pm * Members free: $10 (adult)/$7 (senior/student), $5 (5- 
12yrs\/free (Syrs and under\/$20 (famity-2 adults, 4 children) 


ANTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY Sri Fi. 10217-1068 St (439-9532/473- 
2968) © Open Thu 58pm, or by appointment, open June 20-July 2 
daily noon-Bpm during the Works Festival 

* Artist's talk with Craig Talbot on July 1 (3pm) * Sweaty Ball. 
fundraiser party (www.artshab.com for infol June 30, (7pm-latel: $10 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jaspor Avo (423-3487) * HUNGER 
SEASON: Photographs. portraits from Nigee. September 2007, taken 
during Dustin Delfs* travels * June 19 (7:30pm) 


CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) © Woodcarvings by John Barry 
and paintings by Christine Baptiste; until June 28 © Carrot Tums 
One: Celebration: June 21 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9109-95 Ave (451- 
3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 1Qam-5pm * SUMMER: Artworks 
by Member artists * June 20-July2 * Opening reception: June 20 
{7-8:30pm) 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 962! Whyte Ave (499- 
1984) © Open Mon-Fri tiam-Spm © Summer Salon and Sales 
selection of new urbanscage and favourite paintings from the past 
* Until October 


COMPLEX 76 6319-76 Ave * Viewing by appt, contact hil- 
prince@shaw.ca ¢ LAMBTON iI-FIVE YEARS LATER: An exhibi- 
tion of new art by Russell Bingham, Andrew French, Peter Hide, 
Terrence Keller, Shaila Luck, Rypn MeCourt, Hilary Prince, Mitchel 
Smith, and Rob Willms 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-5) Ave, Stony Plain (983-9573) + 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spn ¢ PUTA UD ON IT Casseroles, tagines. 
cookie jars, and other containers by Marian Majeau * Unti June 28 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY }2419 Stony Plain 
Rid (482-1402) ¢ Open Tue by appointment: Wed-Fri 11.am-5:30pm 
Sat 11am-4pm; closed long weekends © COLLECTION 2008 New 
works by various artists 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 
112 St. 89 Ave (492-2081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm = 
FLUID BODIES: Elaine Wannechko, the final visual presentation for 
the degree of Master of Fine Arts in Onawing and Intermedia: ntil 
July 5 © THIS MODERN LOVE: Artworks by Lisa Turner, until July S 


FRINGE GALLERY Paint Spot basement. 10618 Whyte Ave [432- 
0240) * Artworks by Deinire McOleneghan * Through June 


FRONT GALLERY 12352 Jesper Ave (488-2952) « Paintings by 
Gallery artists © Until Aug. 31 


GALLERY A University of Alberta Museums, Museums and 


ARTS 


pet es die 


Room * 
Betty Kovacic, part of The Works Festivel: June 20July 6 


ene Bee ee ee 
Stone aed metal sculptures by Shumba Ash Until June 2B ~ 


Larter tLe ae Soe eee 
‘1Oam-5pm, Sat 12 
exhibition; until July iN 8 © Aamene At rude: Th Anal Naked 
Exhibition; until July 2 * Summer Solstice Outdoor BBO and open 
studios: June 19 (pm) 


Toten Sp enn Py aon 
Tus-Fri 9:30am-5.30pm, Sat $:30am—tpm * Tot, 
a Neat acres A Ds Deemed ea pects 
jounsOM GALLERY (SOUTH) 711-35 t(e6517) + 
JOHNSON (SOUTH) 7711-85 St( tiiye Open, 
Mon, fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-5pm » Alberta Oil Painter's Studio: 
Paintings by artists-in-residence: 

Pll anced A aE MH 


‘Aug. 14 no minors © Male Specs: MIND OF A CITY: Participatory 
installation by Judy until July 12; Judy Cheung artist talk 
shapies Uidpackerords Fadel as 
‘against br of vintage wall by 
Corissa O'Donnell: until July 12 (5pm) * Community Gallery 
Room: LAUNCHPAD: Featuring 2 variety of artworks by various 
artists; cont July 5 opening: ra: June 19.(7-9pm) 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmoor Blvd, 
‘Shervrood Park (998-3091 /457-7355) * Open Thu 5-Spm, Sat 10am- 
4pm * PEOPLE, BIRDS AND ANIMALS: Paintings by artists from 
the Art Society of Strathcona County * Until Aug.2B 


McMULLEM GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407- 7182) io 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * TREES: Paintings 
June 20-Aug. 24 * Opening reception: Fri, June 20 (74 Spm) 


MECPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 

10am-4pm; Sun 1Gam-6:30pm * Paintings and photographs by 

Margaret Witschi; until July 22; opening reception: Sun, June 22 ¢ 
Room Gallery: Paintings ty Milos Hajek until July 3 


MOUNTAIN GALLERIES-JASPER Jasper Park Lodge, 
\wew.mountaingalleries.com (852-5378) * Open daily * Artworks 
by Diane Way 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Anne St, St. Albert (459- 
1528) ® PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY: The architecture of St. 
Albert * Until July 6 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 9704-111 Ave (474- 
7611) * Open Mon, Wed, Fri 9:30arn-2:30pm; Tue, Thu 9:30-4pm, 
6:30-8:30pm * WORSE THINGS HAVE HAPPENED TO BETTER 
PEOPLE: Stall group show, works by Marta Beranek, Cindy Fuhrer, 
Nicole Galellis, David Janzen, Cynthia Sentara. and others * June 
20-July 4 * Opening reception: June 28 (2-4pm) 


ORTONA GALLERY 9722-102 St * THE NOATH: Artworks by Wilf 
Kozub * Every Sat-Sun until June 22 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12214 Jasper Ave (378-0240) * 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm, Sun 12-4pm * Paintings by Richard 
Dixon, often * Until June 14-28 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10153-112 St (452-0285) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Jonathan Forrest * Until June 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 Jasper Ave (455-7479) 
* Open Tue-Sat 11am-Spm * Paintings by Linda Lindemann * 
Until July 10 


PORTAL GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St (702-7522) » OF SKY AND 
EARTH: Artworks by Cheri and Giselle Denis * Until Aug. 9 ¢ 
Opening night reception: Thu, July 3 (7-9:30pm) ¢ Open house: Fri, 
July 4 (12-8pm); Sat, July 5 (12-7pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St. St_ Albert (460- 
4310) * Open Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
CONTINGENCIES: Anworks by Tammy Salzl * Until June 28 © 
Artventures: People Patterns; June 21; $5/child 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd (427- 
1750) * Open: Tue-Sat 9am-4:30pm, Wed Sam-Spm * LES 
FRANCOPHONES EN ALBERTA: COURAGE ET DETERMINATION: 
Leam about the history of Francophones in Alberta through 
archival records ¢ Until Sept. 6 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, Suite 108, Main 
Fl, 1123-100 Ave (426-4035) * Paintings by various artists 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) * Open 
daily 9-5pm * Government Howse: Public tours Sat and Sun and 
statutory hols (11am-4:30pm), ph 427-2281 info * 

gallery: DRAGONS: BETWEEN SCIENCE AND FICTION: Artifacts 
from musoums and private collections from around the world. 
Explore the magical powers of dragons and how different cultures 
have imagined dragons throu syed ae ai tie 
LOST SHIP. RECOVERED 

IRELAND: iitifacts salvaged tants the = cof the eye of 
Ireland; until Oct. 5 * fremt terrace: Peter Hide Sculptures; Until 
Oct 5 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * SUMMER REFLECTIONS: Group show featuring new 
art works fram Doug Haynes’ Hussar Series. Mixed media draw- 
ings by Sharon Detblanc, landscapes by Jim Visser. and Phyllis 
Anderson, still lifes snd landscapes by Leslie Poole, John Snow 
and Jacqueline Stehalin © Until June 24 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm 
* Main Gallery: THE TRAPEZE: Prints by Karen Dugas her works 
include teat from T.S. Eliot's Four Quartets; until July 19; opening 
reception: Fri, June 20 {7-Spm); part of The Works Festival 
‘Stadio Gallery: THE CURRENT: Prints by Kyla Fischer: until July 
18: opening reception: Fri. June 20 (7-Spm) « EDMONTON PRINT 
INTERNATIONAL Sept. 26-Oct_ 17. 2008; this date is correct~the 
peavious dates printed for this event was incorrect, Yue would like 
to apologize for any confusion 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove (962- 
654) © TEXTURES: Artworks by Anne Marie Resta * Jun “6-July S 
* Opening reception: Sat June 21 (14pm) 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron St (460-5993) * Open Thu 12-8pm, 
OUR EYE: 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211142 St (452-9100) * Wired 
to Wine MAX film. Also plarying in IMAX: The Human Body: 
Dinosaurs Alive! « BODY WORLDS 1: The Orginal Exhibition of 
Real Human Bodies: feature exhibit * Margaret Zeidler Star 
Theatre: Oewn of the Space Age. and Secrets of the Cardboard 
Racket, Moleculerium and The Planets 


‘TU GALLERY 1071-124 St (452-9664) + BLOWIN AWAY 
Gtassworks by Loma and Alex Patrson» Until June 28 


U OF A RUTHERFORD LIBRARY + Brace Poe! Special 
Collections Library: A MOST DANGEROUS VOYAGE-An 
Exhibition of Books and Mags Documenting Foor Cantunes of 
Exploration in Search of a North West Passage: until Aug. 15 
WAAA GALLERY Sed F), Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421-1731) 
© Mon-Fri 1Qam-tom Sat 12-4¢m © Diversity 2008: Membership 
show and sale © Until July 19 ¢ Opening reception: June 19 (6- 
10pm) © Part ofthe Works Festival 


WORKS ART AND DESIGN FESTIVAL Verious venues through- 


‘Sq Featinng 
ee pln 2 © The Werks 
Opening ‘10318-' 
ferscaMaTonteSoewsisice 


by \Guilloux, author of Padding 
and Pageantry: Wed. June 25 (7°30pm) 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (483-8755) * Story Slam An 
opportunity for writers.to share their work explore thei tales = 
‘show off # and Wed every manth * $5 (donation) 


CARROT 9351-118 Ave (432-6711) * Carrot Writers’ Circle: {; 
pits pensar ae overeat erparioce © Every Th 
HULBERT'S 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series: Poetry 
politics and discussion, an apen mic to follow for new poets « 
2nd Tue each month (7pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (439-7211) + 
TALES.~The Alberta League Storytelling * Story 
(Cafés: Moonshine! Storytellers ‘Anne McLean 
Bethany Ellis and Wendy Edey; open mic opportunity * 1st Th 
every month; 7-Spm * $5 


‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
Reading by Cherie Dimaline; part of National Aboriginal Day; Fr, 
June 21 (noon) * Writers Comer; Edmonton Public Library's Wats 
in Residence Marilyn Dumont; June 29 (1:30pm) 


STEEPS—OLD GLENORA © Spoken word open mic® Ist Thu ev 
month * Contact Adam Snider to sign up: Adamsnider®gmaii 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq (428-2200) « 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creative writing process for amatev, 
and professionals. Every Sun [11am-1:15pm); info e-mail 
‘bewell.2008@gmail.cam * $10 (donation) 


UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave (422-8174) * The Poet 
Haven: Monday Night weekly reading series presented by Sto! 
Posts; every Mon night (7pm); $5 (door) 


LIVE COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (469-4999) « 7) 
8:30pm, $11; Fri 8:30pm, $20; Sat 8pm and 10:30pm; $20 * Denn 
Ross; June 19-21 * Chris Molineux: June 26-28 


(COMIC STRIP 1645 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483-5999) « 
Open nightly 8pm, Fri-Sat 10:30pm * Dean Austin, Andrew Iwany' 
and Kelly Soloduka; until June 22 * Hit or Miss Mondays: M 
June 23 * Altemative Comedy Night: James Uloth, also appear 
Welby Santos and Shawn Gramiak Tue, June 24 # Dez Reed, 
James Uloth and Shawn Gramiak: June 25-23 


LAUGH SHOP Londonderry Mall . 6606-137 Ave, www.the- 

Jaughshop.ca (476-1010) * Open Thu, Fri 8pm: Sat Bpm and 

10:30pm * Ward Anderson; June 19-20 * Special concert: Shaun 

ae Nigel Lawrence, Paul Myerhaug special concert: June 
, 27, 28 


VARSCOMA THEATRE 10329-83 Ave * The Irrelevant Show, 
sketch comedy show featuring Edmonton talent. Each show wil! 
recorded for national broadcast on CBC Radio One airing Thu: 
‘at 7:30pm and Saturdays at 11am * Sun, June 22 and June 29 
Sun, July 14, 29 and 30 (8pm) * $10 at TIX on the Square: profit 
to the Youth Emergency Shelter 


THEATRE 


ALBERTO THE DANCING ALLIGATOR Alberta Avenue 
Community League, 9210-118 Ave * Based on the book by Richer 
Waring. presented by Kompany Family Theatre * Thu, June 19 
(7pm); School Shaws; June 19/20 * Pay-What-You-Can 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0595) * Lon 
form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire Theatre 
top improvisers ® Every Sat (11pm) except last Sat of each mont 
until ee 24 


LL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL Heritage Amphitheatre 

Here Park ¢ Richard Iii: Directed by John Kirkpatrick, star’ 
Chris Bullough, Michael Peng and Annette Loiselle; even dates 
‘evening performances only * As You Like /t: Directed by Mana 
Copithame, starring Annette Loiselle Julien Amold and Mark 
Jenkins, set in the 1950's; all matinee performances and odd 
datas for evening performances ® June 24-July 20; Tue-Sun. br 
Zpm * $20 (adultl/$15 (student/senior)/$30 [Festival Pass. any 2 

performances) at TIX on the Square 420-1757; on-site opening 
night; Tue: Pay-What-You-Will 


THE FULL MONTY Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16515-109 Ave (485 
4051) * Book by Terrence MeNally, music and lyries by David Yazb= 
‘Six unemployed steel workers come up with @ bold plan that will u' 
mately force them to face their fears'and lase their inhibitions... 
their clothes © Until June 22 * Butfet and show: $49-$79 


GREY'S HOUSE OF ANATOMY Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 888° 
170 St (484-2424) * Tha grand opening of @ new hospital in 
Edmonton and a highly qualified crew is hired from Seattie gener 
hospital, namely Melanie Grey. Darren Sheppard, Addison 

Shephard. George O'Mailey, Isabel Stephen, and Dr Betty Bailey 
Musical, classic rock tunes of the “70s * Until Aug. 10 


IMPROVAGANZA Varscona Theatre * Rapid Fire Theatre Sooety 
Comedy Festival featuring local groups and intemational quests com 


Fri/Sat (11pm) performances; Kids mat 
news: Sat (2pm) « SU mc suse 5 Eats Fame 0 the 
Square, door; Sat Kid's matinees: Pay-What-You-Can (door on}y) 


I'M STICKING WITH KIEFER PCL Studio TransAlta Arts Barns, 


$16 (adult/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


LET THERE BE HEIGHT-AN AERIAL CABARET | 

Francophone, 8627-91 dipred rear ta Sat 
June 21 Sion 4 Fa S15 land epee Xo Pe 
‘Square, door 


ONCE UPON A TIME IN AMERICA Westbury Theatre, Transalt2 
Ams Bams, 10330-84 Ave (475-8063) © Edmonton Musical Theatre * 
June 19-28 (Spe) © $25/$30 (June 19 opening} at TIX on the Squere 


SALTIMBANCO Rexall Place Cirque du Soleil, theatre, dance 
and music ® Until June 22 © $40-$90 (sdult\/$32-$72 {child unde 
12) at TicketMaster 


(11pm) © Tickets avaitable by 


TRADING STAGES—\Wsiterdale’s One-Acts Welterdale 
Playhouse, 1322-83 Ave (780-439-2845) © The plays for Trading 
Stages are ¢ Up S*1 Crest by Taylor Chadwick mentored by 
David Bele. June 18, 20, 22.25, 27 © Caltar Doors, Secret 
Gardens by Nathan Coppens mentored by Trevor Schmidt: June 
19, 21. 24 
18, 20.22, 3 
18.21, BU 28, 28 < Jes 16-28 (Bom Sy Soon 22 22 (2pm) © $12 
$16 at TIX on the Square 780-420-1757 
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Lounging Singers: lazy doc fails to capture Estonia’s glory 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

erched on the Baltic Sea, Esto- 
P=. with 1.3 million people— 

not much more than 
metropolitan Edmonton—is a small 
country. The area, which was the 
smallest of the Soviet Union’s Baltic 
republics from the 1940s until 1991, 
has long been colonized by various 
empires—its name likely derives from 
Roman historian Tacitus’ description 
of people called “Aestii.” Then along 
came the Danes, the Swedes, the Ger- 
mans and the Soviet Union. In the 
1800s, various leaders re-established 
Estonian literature, theatre and music. 
During that period, in 1869, a National 
Song Festival was begun. 

The Singing Revolution begins 
with one of the latest editions of the 
festival (known as “Laulupidu”) which 
takes place every five years and fea- 
tures 30 000 people on stage, giving 
voice to Estonian identity. But the 
documentary tries to force a high note 
early on—the beginning of James 
Tusty and Maureen Castle Tusty’s film 
soars into simplistic hyperbole. Narra- 
tor Linda Hunt, in a tone that can 
sound like an adult narrating a nature 
documentary for children, sets up, for 
10 minutes, not just a stark battle for 
survival (“What role can singing play 
when a nation is faced with annihila- 
tion by its neighbours?’), but an inspi- 
rational, feel-good mood that 
proclaims “They Did Overcome” 
rather than involving us in the back 
ground to and history of Estonia’s 
struggle for independence. Estonia's 
landscape, streets, even historical 
buildings are rarely shown, though 
we're told, without further explana- 
tion, that the nation has “always been 
a desired place.” 

Once the film calms down and 
defers to the basic power of its subject 
matter, it offers some powerful 
archival footage and intriguing under- 
currents. The Molotov-Ribentropp 
pact that saw Estonia given over to 
Stalin meant executions for some or 
the Gulag camps in Siberia for 10 000 
other Estonians. Yet the Estonians 
who remained found subversive ways 
to co-operate with, and so co-opt, the 
Soviet system of oppression. The doc- 


OPENS FAL JUN 20 


THE SINGING REVOLUTION 
DIRECTED BY JAMES TUSTY, 

MAUREEN CASTLETUSTY 
WRITTEN BY TUT TUSTY, MIKE MALOROS 
NARRATED BY UNDA HUNT 
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umentary’s key image—thousands of 
Estonians gathered at the festival— 
shows how masses of people in one 
small place could beat an immense 
authoritarian system that was trying 
to rule over a huge area with its own 
use of mass: land mass, a mass of 
weapons, a mass of ethnic Russians 
moving to Estonia. 


ESTONIANS’ SUBVERSION of soviet 
autocracy is at the heart of the film, 
yet this is also where the documen- 
tary goes awry, pitting Estonian “free- 
dom” against Soviet leadership in far 


Sourdough 


To enter a watercraft or to find out more WWw.Sourdoughraftraceassociation.com 
(780) 406-0235 sourdgh@telusplanet.net 


about activities and viewing locations 
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@ 4 Weeks till Edmonton 


too simplistic a way. The Singing Rev- 
olution tends to use a George Bush 
notion of freedom as absolute, as if 
freedom means perfection (“freedom” 
really means “independence—from 
the Soviet Union”). And while it 
serves the film well to connect this 
independence to one unified voice, 
the documentary itself, though only 
sometimes, turns the volume down to 
give us a sense of some of the many 
voices that spoke up 

Gorbachev is painted as a pragma- 
tist, a reformer against his will who 
was trying to deal with the economic 
faltering of the Soviet Union, a man 
who got upset when his institution of 
perestroika and glasnost were clever- 
ly taken advantage of by Estonian 
independence groups. Yet the 1991 
coup, shown in the film, makes it 
clear that Gobrachev was treading a 
fine line himself, for there was a choir 
of strong, hardline voices behind him. 
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The film also suggests that three 
groups’ approaches—modification 
within the new Soviet system, veiled 
references to Estonian heritage and 
history, and open calls for independ- 
ence—to rebellion against Soviet rule 
was a fractious approach, but why 
was it not also an effective attack on 
three different fronts? 

While the singing festival seems 
crucial to a sense of pride and its 
grounds were home to many 
epochal rallies and the subversive 
singing of the unofficial anthem, 
“Land of My Fathers, Land That I 
Love” in 1969, what about the rest 
of Estonian culture? Its language is 
never discussed, nor its literature, 
theatre, food, folk costumes or 
music. (Estonia’s national move- 
ment in the 1800s is ignored, as is 
their self-proclaimed independence 
in the 1920s and '30s.) These flaws 
seem to derive from the film’s 


booster-ish quality, with only for 
mer participants in the struggle and 
activists interviewed. 

The brief captions next to some o! 
these interviewees at the end of the 
film are intriguing in their brief, messy 
details, as when, earlier, the festival 
conductor recalls his father sneaking 
around the Soviet ban on Christmas 
That's just one of the little, vital 
everyday ways that a people keeps 
their culture alive and builds a sens« 
of self-determination. 

That sense still leaks through, bul 
it’s too often drowned out by the you 
must-feel-good thrust of the stor) 
(and an incessant score). The Singing 
Revolution warbles a familiar tune \ 
Estonians, presumably, and doesn't 
offer enough rich notes for an oul 
sider. The little country on the edge o! 
the Baltic deserves better, but then 
it’s already done pretty well for itsel! 
on its own, W 


ral 


Starting at Terwillegar Park 
...andjall.the way down the North 
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‘matthew @vueweekly.com 
ou there. Put down this 
d-paper media 
ssaur and surf on over to 
YouTube. “Fava 48 Hour” into 
the ee a you'll find a 
small but representative sampling 
of films submitted to the FAVA 48 
Film Festival in years past. 
The offerings committed to 
YouTube range, as they no doubt will 
this year, from drama to comedy, 
from high-concept to lowbrow. The 
one thing that binds them all togeth- 
er (besides having been wnitten, shot 
and edited in 48 hours) is that they're 
all totally, patently amateurish—bad 
acting, sloppy sound, wobbly shots, 
cheesy special effects. And that’s the 
coolest thing about them—these are 
movies that would never have been 
made if it weren't for something like 
the 48 Hour Film Festival. After all, 
when you've committed to complet- 
ing a film in only two days, there's no 
self-censorship. If the creators of the 
2007 entry “Daycation” had had any 
time to re-consider their goofy prem- 
ise (kids get magically transported to 
a whimsical day trip in the moun- 
tains), maybe the inexplicable but 
oh-so-charming little short never 
would've been made. The same can 
probably be said of the ambitious 
*The Surveyor” from the same year, 
about an alien who lands in the 
Edmonton river valley. 
“We get a real random mix of 
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= 
movies,” says festival producer Sharon 
Murphy. “It’s thanks to the diversity of 
the filmmakers we have. Kids as 
young as 13 and 14 years old, estab- 
lished filmmakers, film students, peo- 
ple who do it as a hobby. And we get 


people from all over too, from Edmon- 
ton, Redwater, Vermilion, St Albert.” 


OF COURSE, there are a few rules 


The filmmakers (who wrote, shot 
and edited their films between 5 
pm Jun 6 and 5 pm Jun 8) must 
incorporate two props, two quotes, 
one location and one editing effect 
into the final film.‘Those condi- 
tions are set by Murphy and her co- 
producer, Mike Johnson. It's a 


creative curveball that seems sort 
of unnecessary, given the chal 
lenge of putting together 10 coher 


“GRAND-SCALE 
MOVIEMAKING” 


Scort, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


PICTUREHOUSE 


Go behind the scenes at ein gal com 


mloads and more! 


<<, RL NET 


ent minutes of film with only 48 
hours, but at least it provides an 
easy and fun way to judge the film 


love amateur video! The 48 Hour Film Fest Slaps it together 


makers’ relative merits 

“Some of the quotes and scenes * 
are just wedged in really awkward- 
ly,” says Murphy, “and it's funny 
That's why it’s so neat when they 
fit it in and it really works. Some- 
times we almost miss it because 
it's so seamless.” 

Since its inception in 2005, 
when it was held in the tiny, inaus 
picious basement space beneath 
the Black Dog, the festival has 
become an annual staple for 
Edmonton's small filmmaking 
community 

“There are a few people in 
Edmonton who've made it really 
big, but that’s more the exception 
That's why this sort of thing is so 
important, and why we're so lucky 
to have groups like FAVA and 
Metro a community this small 
can't take that sort of thing for 
granted.” v 
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; Hoste; It’s A Crack 
e Bill Stalled By Pro- 


De ecatnes are from “America’s 


Finest News Source,” The Onion, a satiri- 
ca! newspaper that’s most widely read 
online. Now, with The Onion Movie, 
print satire’s been spun into celluloid. The 
result could've been poor—after the 
script was penned a few years ago by 
then-editor Robert Siegel and writer Todd 
Hanson, Fox Searchlight wouldn't release 
it, and current Onion management has 
distanced themselves from it. But while it 
may not make you cry with laughter, The 
Onion Movie is pretty sharp. (Only the 
Deleted Scenes and two outtakes near 
the mavie’s end are pointless, suggesting 
how senselessly offensive the movie 
could have become but thankfully didn't.) 

The allusive, subtle voice of satirical 
writing could have become too concrete 
or shrill on film, but the stories-turned- 
episodes here mostly work. The storyline 
is thin, though the almost-too-zany end- 
ing ties the episodes together fairly well. 
At its worst, this is a sketch comedy film, 
with some much-needed social and politi- 
cal bite, that’s far superior to any Satur- 
day Night Live movie. 

That dental floss of a storyline 


= 


Nor Quest | Po 
EW this fall! 
Business Administration | 


Specialize in marketing 


Your Quest for 
a Career starts here. 


hangs on Onion TV News anchor Norm 
Archer (Len Cariou), who feels the 
increasing pressure of corporate influ- 
ence—by Friday, the newscast will be 
blatantly promoting the new flick 
Cockpuncher (in which 
Steven Seagal actually 
plays himself). 

A lot of the humour 
reduces our moronic pop cul- 
ture to their only slightly 
lower common denominator. 
So Cockpuncher exposes sim- 
ilar action movies for what 
they are—guys trying to 
prove their toughness by act- 
ing like dicks and beating the 
manliness out of other guys. A 
Spears-like Melissa Cherry 
affects Bible Belt naiveté about 
her lyrics and videos, which 
overflow with sexual innuendo. 
Canadian actor Brendan Fletcher 
goes all out as a white guy act- 
ing all street rapper with his 
white friends who hang at the 
local 7-11, only to be profiled by 
the cops as a “Negro"—it’s a 
hilarious shot at the stupidity of 
suburban kids loving songs about 
bling- bling and the ‘hood when 
they can't possibly understand \ 
racism, the ghetto or poverty. 

The Onion Movie does trade too 
Much in stereotypes and its meta-com- 
mentary—polite, bowtie-wearing black 
men criticize the film's portrayal of African- 
Americans—is just a flimsy license to 
offer more black-guy-from-the-street char- 


acters. There are few women and the film 
could use more adaptations of The Onian's 
local news stories ("Local Area Man Has 
Misplaced His Black Socks") or 


wisely stops at 75 minutes, after some of 
its later sketches are getting over- “long and 
forced, 

But a brilliant fake ad for “Kost 
man’s—The Penis People” (they 
Can get a man’s penis out of any 
hole) is both a parody of low- 
budget repair-service commercials 
and a take-it-almost-too-far satire 
of the white mainstream’s cater 
ing to rampant male horniness 
In the end, it’s hard to fault a 
comedy that incisively points out 
the sheer absurdity of a Murder 
‘Mystery Role-Playing Game or 
the pointless cheeriness of yet 
another inspirational, triumph- 
over-suffering fluff piece of 
reporting 


THE STORY IN The Chances 
of the World Changing may 
Seem made for a bad Onion 
headline—"Man Retreats 
Into Shell Of Obsession To 
Save Turtles” —yet the 
bespectacled Richard Ogust 
is Nol as myopic as he 
appears. He knows his life's 
in “shambles” and he’s well 
aware of the wider world, 
unlike, say, Timothy Tread 
well in Grizzly Man. Oqust, 
who saved and cared for 1200 turtles and 
tortoises (trying to build an “insurance 
colony” to preserve the rare creatures 
genetic stock) in his Manhattan pent 
house, speaks quietly, even with a curious 
fragility 


mt 
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ai 


the nuanced, character- 
based oddity of the sketch where a film 
star comes back from rehab and develops 
a “Nightmarish Addiction To Life” in that 
insufferably sunny, celebrity way. The film 
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But that’s when he does speak. First- 
time director Eric Daniel Metzgar makes 
the rookie mistake of too much 
voiceover. He tells us a lot about Ogust, 
offering his backstory, even the moment 
that set the man off on his strange new 
life, but he doesn’t let Ogust relate that 
fateful day when he decided to save a 
terrapin turtle in a New York restaurant 
trom becoming soup. And while Ogust 
seems to shy away from putting his per- 
sonal story on film—he’s vague about 
the writing he was doing or the ways in 
which the various dots of his childhood. . 
connected to form his adult self—he 
does hope his work will spark others to 
come up with perhaps better ways to 
preserve these hard-backed creatures, 
so endangered by the Asian Turtle 
Trade. (Around 30 000 are bought and 
killed for soup and food in Asian mar 
kets every day, while only 12 000 have 
been given a home in the US.) 

So there's a disappointing vagueness 
around Ogust, his story, his attraction to 
turtles and around the creatures them 
selves or the efforts to protect and breed 
them. Still, the film raises a crucial ques 
tion. Can the world ever change 
enough—will we ever look far enough 
beyond our own specias—so that, one 
day, these animals can flourish again? 
The answer seems clear in Ogust's own 
case—atter five years of moving around, 
spending $500 000, plans for a massive 
turtle holding site falling through and 
fighting environmental agency bureaucra 
cy, he has to resolve his own crisis first, 
not the turtles’s. w 
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NOW PLAYING 


THE HAPPENING 

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY M NIGHT SHYAMALAN 
STARRING MARK WAHLBERG, ZOOEY DESCHANEL, 
ASHLYN SANCHEZ, JOHN LEGUIZAMO 

* 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef @vueweekly.com 
Having made his name—and perhaps 
exhausted his potential—with The Sixth 
Sense, writer/director M Night Shya- 
malan became the guy known for the big 
twist, that twist being the inevitable third 
act reveal that would invariably blow 
what was arguably an otherwise absorb- 
ing, often marvelously creepy movie. As 
evidenced in Unbreakable and Signs, the 
follow-ups to his initial breakthrough hit, 
Shyamalan's greatest strenath by far has 
been his control of atmosphere and pac- 
ing, a remarkable ability to generate dis- 
quiet, to develop an almost hushed air 
brimming with elements of utter normalcy 
that made the gradual intrusion of deli- 
ciously ambiguous threat that much more 
effective—and the resolution that much 
more of a let down. Not one of his movies 
has an ending worth the name. 

The big twist in The Happening, how- 
ever, happens right at the beginning, when 
we quickly realize that Shyamalan's not 


GARNEAU 


NIGHTLY @ 6:50 & 9:10PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEES @ 2:00PM 
RATED 148 COARSE LARGRASE, GORY SCORES 


VISIT US ON LINE @ MASICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


even going to bother with building up mood 
at all—not to mention character—but 
rather dive right into the terrible conceit 
driving the picture. (And yes, | mean terri- 
ble in every sense of the word.) It’s as if 
rather than continue to take his cues from 
Hitchcock, Spielberg or Val Lewton, Shya- 
malan decided he actually wants to be 
Larry Cohen, the marvelous maker of out- 
landish low-budget hystericals like God 
Told Me To and 
Q: The Winged 
Serpent. Or bet- 
ter yet George 
Romero, whose 
legendary apoca- 
lyptic zombie 
movies more or 
less carve out 
the turf for The 
Happening’s 
scrambling tra- 
jectory. Problem 
is, unlike Cohen 
or Romero, Shya- 
malan takes him- 
self so God 
damned serious- 
ly, even when his 
ideas are so 
impossibly lame. 

It all starts 
with crowds of 
New Yorkers suddenly going catatonic in 
Central Park before suddenly finding the 
handiest way to off themselves. The suici- 
dal impulse spreads quickly, soon erupting 
in other cities dotting the Northeast— 
though, curiously, the phenomenon never 
crosses over into Canada—and pundits 
start guessing it must be the work of terror- 
ists with some new biological weapon that 
reverses our survival instinct. Along with 
everybody else, high school science 
teacher Elliot Moore (Mark Wahlberg), a 
veritable cheerleader for the scientific 
method, grabs his wife Alma (Zooey 
Deschanel) and tries to escape to Philly, but 
when their train grinds to a halt in Filbert, 
the Moores are suddenly put in charge of a 
friend's little girl (Ashlyn Sanchez), and they 
must make their way through rural Pennsyl- 
vania while trying to figure out just what it 
is that's, well, happening! 

Replete with James Newton Howard's 
typically overbearing boilerplate score, 
The Happening is one mercilessly silly 
movie, which you'd hope would mean it’s 
also a fun movie, but what fun there is to 
be had is often had at the expense of the 
movie's ostensible integrity. There's a 
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subplot about commitment anxiety th; 
feels lazily tacked on, with Wahlberg a 
Deschanel making what must be one »; 
the most unconvincing young movie co 
ples in recent memory, though it do; 
arguably allude to Shyamalan's ow, 
inability to commit to making someth); 
cohesive. There's also a big-ass mess2, 
to be rammed down our throats abo 
environmental decay, yet even on ti 
level of pure 
propaganda 
handled clums 
and is devoid 
any resonance 
the story 
details. Wearing 
his influence: 
brazenly on hi 
sleeve anywa 
Shyamalan’s a 
filmmaker who 
Might be be; 
advised to just 
decide wha 
kind of movie h 
wants to 
make—and 
given his way 
with exposition 
it should proba 
bly be a B 
movie—an 
work diligently toward it instead of fight 
ing against it. There are far worse things 
in this world than a solid genre stylist— 
and in fact these days there are far too 
few of them—and if Shyamalan woul: 
just apply his talents toward somethin 
leaner, meaner and less pretentious he 
might just have a career yet. 


ON DVD 


WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY PAUL SCHRADER 
STARRING WOODY HARRELSON, KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS 
tik 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

As it gracefully drifts through the salons 
and concert halls, the boudoirs and gay 
bars of Washington, DC high socie! 
there is the sense that an investigat! 
into milieu heavily informs The Walke: 
while its careful attention to the habit: 
posturing and accoutrements of its p'0 
tagonist, one Carter Page III (Woody Ha 
relson), tighten the focus still more up 
the ways in which one very partic! 
character carefully maneuvers his w 
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study, and you'd be 
to approach it as such. 
hight want to brush up on 
prep. Every movie has 
@ wear theirs more 
t led Schrader to make 
a longstanding desire to 
loosely defined “drifter” char- 
y glimpsed’in Taxi Driver, 
ad Light Sleeper, a fun- 
jlated man who exists on 
while, by virtue of his 
indow that allows him 
‘very bowels of his world. 
20s he drove a cab, in his 30s he 
a hustler, in his 40s he sold drugs. 
te he works as an escort 
and gossip iat aes of 
wealthy politicians (including the wonder- 
ful Lauren Bacall and Lily Tomlin). Among 
the pleasures of The Walker is the recog- 
nition of this persona Schrader so clearly 
feels an affinity for. The fact that Carter 
Page |Il—"Car” to his clients—is of 
oppressively “respectable” Southern 
breeding and super, super gay only makes 
the scenario that much richer: Schrader’s 
lifelong obsessions with the inner recess- 
es of masculinity inevitably lead to both 
homosexuality and father issues. 

Car moves in insidious circles where 
it's okay to be queer so long as you know 
when to stifle it; thus, when the shit- 
storm he finds himself in while attempt- 
ing to cover up an affair between a 
political wife (Kristen Scott Thomas) and 
her viciously murdered lover compels 
Car's kinda-boyfriend (Moritz Bleibtreau) 
to propose the idea of blowing DC, mov- 
ing te New York, and living in openly 
committed bliss, Car freaks. He’s only 
comfortable fiving in his glass closet. Har- 


relson odies these contradictions 
pe for all the eye-batting and fin- 
~ ger-snapping, the sucked-in cheeks, pinky 


ring and lilting drawl, his performance 
never feels camp. In fact it feels very 


much like what it is: a man assuming a 
role to the precise degree that he feels it 
will serve his needs. — ; 

And Schrader? While the genre ele- 
ments of the story are largely perfunctory, 
his affection for ‘80s neo-noir serves The 


Walkers eds quite well, from the Dutch 
angles and the Venetian blinds to the 


there are awkward moments, an uneasy— 
if always interesting—relationship with 
classicism traces of some half-hearted 
idea of what's commercial. The Walker, for 
all its merits, probably never bad much of 
a chance at today’s box office, but now 
that it's on DVD 
niche it deserves to rest in. w 


UEW 


EKL 


BIGK ONE UP TODAY 


it will hopefully find the © 


All showtimes are subject to change at 
Any lime, Please contact theatre to con- 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
2094 Connaught Dr. Jasper, 852-4749 


FORGETTING SARAH 
(18A, sexual content) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
1:40, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45, 12:10 
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, 

; (PG, vio- 


Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00; 
Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20 
THEN SHE FOUND ME (14A) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:10, 6:55, 9:20; Sat 
1:30, 4:10, 6:55, 9:20, 11;30 

PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 

Daily 1:55, 4:55, 7:35, 10:10 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05; Sat 
1:25, 4:35, 7:20, 10:05, 12:15 


88 MINUTES (144. violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 9:30; Sat 9:30, 11:55 
STREET KINGS (184, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:55; Sat 
1:50, 4:25, 7:00, 9:55, 12:15 

21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 

i icxialth 4:05, 9:40; Sat 4:05, 9:40, 


COLLEGE ROAD TRIP (G) 
Fri,Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:35, 11:35 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Daily 1:50, 4:45, 7:15 

DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A 
WHO! (G) 

Daily 1:35, 4:40, 7:05, 9:15 

10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:45, 6:50 

THE BANK JOB (144, violence, nudity, 
mature themes) 

FriSun-Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45; Sat 
1:20, 4:20, 7:10, 9:45, 12:00 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2296 
GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
No passes Dally 12:15, 1:40, 3:15, 4:30, 
6:40, 7:20, 9:10, 10:00 


THE LOVE GURU (144, crude content) 
No passes Daily 12:40, 3:00, 5:10, 8:00, 
10:20 


THE HAPPENING (14A, gory scenes) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:35 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening a 

Daily 12:10, 1:50, 3:20, 4:50, 6:45, 7:40, 
9:30, 10:30 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
) (14A, sexual content) 
Daily 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:40 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 

Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:40; Digital 
Cinema Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 1 10, 
5:30, 8:10, 10:25; Tue 3:10, 5: 

10:25; Star and Strollers Screening: 
1:00 


THE STRANGERS (14A, gory scenes, 


Daly 4:10, 7:30, 9:55 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 


PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, 
Daily 12:20, 3:30, 6:50, 9:50 


: Toe 


mended for young chikdren) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7210, 10:05 


‘SEX AND THE CITY (124) 
Daly 12:45, 3:50, 7:00, 10:10 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 


‘ening scenes, violence) 
Daly 1:00, 3:40, 6:30,9:20 
CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-29 St, 496-8585 
GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse len- 


guage) 
No 14:45, 12:50, 2:20, 
3:45, 5:10, 6:50, 7:50, 945, 10:45 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scatves) 
Dally 12:10, 2:30, 5:00, +80 10.00 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG. violence, 


Daly 1:00, 2:00, 3:50, 4:50, 6:40, 7: 40, 
920, 10:20 


YOUNG PEOPLE RING (184. sonal 


conten 

Daily 12:40, 3:10, 5:20, 8:20, 10:30 
DASAVATHARAM (TAMIL W/E.S.T. 
(144, Vidlence) ? 
Daly 12:15, 4:15, 8:30 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(144, sexual content) 

Dally 1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:15 

KUNG FU 


PANDA (PG) 
Dally 11:45, 12:45, 2:15, 3:15, 4:45, 
S45, 7:15, 8:15, 9:30 


THE STRANGERS (14A, gory scenes, 


fright 

Fri-Sun,Tue-Thu 1:90, 4:30, 7:45, 10:40; 
Mon 10:40 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 3:20, 6:45, 
10:10; Tue 3:40, 6:45, 10:10; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not 
recommended for chikdren, coarse lan- 


guage) 

Dally 10:45 

IRON MAN (PG, not recommended for 
) 


young chikiren, violence) 

Fri-Wed 1:20, 4:20, 710, 10:15; Thu 
1:20, 4:20, 10:15 

SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
healt 11:50, 3:00, 6:30, 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 


‘ening scenes, violence) 
Dally 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 9:50 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
(8882-170 St, 444-1829 
MERE BAAP PAHLE AAP (HINDI 
WEST) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:20, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:45, 
6:20, 9:20 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, sexual content, 
coarse 


language) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
420, 6:45, 9:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 
4:00, 7:30, 9:50 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A. sexual content) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:20, 
4:50, 7:15, 9:45 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 


Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00; 
Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:25, 10:00, 12:20 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
Daly 9:30 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Fri 4:40, 7:10; Sat-Sun 2:00, 5:00,"7:10, 
Mon-Thu 7:10 

21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:16, 
4:16, 6:50, &:40 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A 
WHO! (G) 

Fri 4:30, 6:30, 8:50; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:20, 
6:30, 8:50; Mon-Thu 6:30, 8:50 


10200-1002 Awe, 421-7020 
THE HAPPENING (144, gory scenes) 
No passes, OTS Stereo Daily 12:40, 
3:40, 7:25, 9:50 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 


frightening scenes) 
No passes, DTS Digital Daily 1:00, 3:50, 
7:10, 10:00 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
No passes, DTS Digital Dally 12:10, 2:25, 
4:25, &40, 9:10 


YOU DON'T S WITH THE ZOHAN 

(144, sexual content) 

No passes, Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 

1:10, 4:00, 7:20, 9:55 

SEX AND THE CITY (124) f 
Presentation Daily 12:15, 3:25, . 

630, 9:35 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 

OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright 

ening scenes, violence) 


OTS Digta’ Daly 12:50, 2:90, 6:50, 9.45 
YOUNG PEOPLE F...ING (14, seul 
Content) 

OTS Digital Fr, Sun-Tue, Thu 1:20, 4:10, 
7:30, 10:05; Sat 7:30, 10:08; Wed 1 20, 
4:10, 10:05 


THE le GURU loge cructe content) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passas Daily 
12:90, 3:00, 7:00, 9:20 ~~ 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan 


Baty St 
lereo Digital, No passes 
12-20, 3:20, 6:30, 9:35 = 


OPUS ARTE-SLEEPING BEAUTY 
oll (Qassification not avaiable) 


Lee CLAREVIEW 10 | 


4211-199 Aye, 472-7800 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, volonce. 
frightening scenes) 
No passes Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:00, 6:50, 
9:45; Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:50, 9:45 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scones) 
No passes Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 7:30, 
10:00; Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:30, 10:00 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Sun 12:30, 2:50, 5:00, 7:10, 9:20; 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:10, 9:20 


THE STRANGERS (144, gory scenos, 
frightening scenes) 
Daily 7:40, 940 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recon 
mended for young chadren) 

Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:45, 6:35, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
3:45, 6:35, 9:25 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:20; Mon-Thu 4:20 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 

OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright 
B00NeS, Viokance) 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 

3:40, 6:45, 9:45 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual Content) 

Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:10, 7:05, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 7:05, 9:55 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan 
guage) 

No passes Fri-Sun 1:00, 2:00, 3:50, 
4:40, 6:40, 7:20, 9:15, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
3:50, 4:40, 6:40, 7:20, 9:15, 9:50 


THE LOVE GUAU (144, crude content) 
No passes Fri-Sun 12:35, 2:40, 4:50, 
7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:00, 9:30 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 410-0160 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan 
guage) 

No passes Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:30, 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 


THE LOVE GURU (144. crude content) 
No passes Fri-Sun 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 
7:40, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scones) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:05, 8:20; Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9:20 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
fightening scenes) | * 

Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9.45; Mon-Thu 
7:00, 9:A5 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
{14A, sexoual content) 

Fri-Sun 12:15, 3:20, 6:40, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
6:40, 9:30 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Fri-Suny 12:00, 2:30, 4:60, 7:20, 9:40; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:40 


THE STRANGERS (144, gory scones, 
frightening scenes) 

Daly 10:30 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:40, 3:50, 6:50; Man-Thu 6:60 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recor: 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:40, 7:15, 10:15; Mon 
Thu 7:15, 10:15 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 
(Gring scenes, Violence) 

Fri-Sun 12:30, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00, Mon- 
Th 7:10, 10:00 

SEX AND THE CITY (164) 

Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 0:50; Mon-Thu 
GA5, 9:50 


. 


6712-109 St. 493-0728 
WAR INC (144, coarse language, gory 
Baty 850, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


‘Grandin Mall. Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
Albert. 450-9022 = 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, vio 
fence, frightening scenes) 

Daily 12:50, 3:15, 8:20, 7. 26, 0:35 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 

Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:50, 8:50 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A. sexual content) 

Fri Wed 1:15, 3:25, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50; Thu 
1:15, 3:25, § 50 


THE LOVE GURU (14, cructe content) 
No passes Fri:Weed 12:40, 2:25, 4:10 
S'SS, 7:45, 9:45; Thu 12:40, 2:25, 4:10 
P45, 9:45 


GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
) 

ssea Fri-Wed Daily 1:10, 3:20, 

30, 940 


. SURE SHOT DOMBROWSKI (PG, not 


frecommenced for young children) 
Thu 7:00 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


(090148 Are, Camrose, 780-000-2144 
GET SMART (PG, Violence, coarse lan 
guage} 

Dally 6:55, 9:05; Sat-Sun 1:55 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violonce, 
Inghtening scenes) 

Daily 7:05, 9)20; Sat, Sun 2:05 

THE HAPPENING (/ 4A, gory scenes) 
Daly 7:10, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:10 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 

Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 

KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 

Daily 7:15, 9:16; Sai, Sun 216 


| LEDUC CINEMAS | 


TOQ-352-9022 
KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 2:20 
YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 
Dally 9:25; Sat-Sun 9:25 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
frightenir 4) 
Daily 6:55; Se 
THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, Violence 
frightening scenes) 
Dally 7:05, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:45 
GET SMART (PG, Violence, course 
quage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:30 


METRO CINEMA 


9S28-101A Avo, Citadet Theatre, 
420-9212 


lan. 


EDMONTON TONIGHT (STC) 
Fri f0;30 


48 HOUR FILM FEST (STC) 

Sat 7:00 

LORD OF THE RINGS: FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE RING (14A, violent scenes) 
Sun 1:00 


LORD OF THE RINGS: THE TWO 
TOWERS (144, violent, and frightening 
scanga) 

Sun 416 

LORD OF THE RINGS: RETURN OF 
THE KING (14/, violence, frightening 
scenes) 

Sun 8:00 

JUNE IS BIKE MONTH: YOU NEVER” 
BIKE ALONE (STC) 

Mon 7:30 

ANTONIO GAUDI (G) 

Thu 7:00 

FANTASTIC PLANET W/ THE SNAILS 
(STC) 

Thu 9:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 
130 Century Grossing. Spruce Grove, 972- 
Soruce Grove, Stony Plain; 
et cara 
THE LOVE GUAU (144, crude content) 


Daily 7:15, 9:35; Sat, Gun, Tue 12:55, 
3:20 

GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Dally 7:00, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue.12:50, 
3:15 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:50, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:40, 
9:35; Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 


THE HAPPENING (144, gory scenes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 3:05 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 


Daily 6:55, 8:55; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 
3:70; Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(144, sexual content) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 
3:25 


INDIANA JONES’AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, vic lence, 
frightening scenes) 


Daily 6:45, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 12 30, 
3,00 


Le PRINCESS | 


10397-82 Ave, 433-0728 
SON OF RAMBOW (PG, coarse lan 


guage, not recommended for young chil 
dren) 

Dally 9:10; Sat-Sun 8:30 

THE STONE ANGEL (14, sexual con 
tent) 

Daily 6:50; Sat-Sun 1:00 


THE SINGING REVOLUTION (PG, vio 
lerae, not resommended for young chil 
dron) 

Daily 7:00, 9 00; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM. 6862-170 St, 444-2400 
GET SMART (PG, Violence, coarse lan 
guage) 
asses Dally 12:40, 1:30, 3:40, 4:15, 
. 7:30, 9:30, 10:20 
THE LOVE GURU (14), crude content) 


No passes Daily 12:00, 2:20, 4:50, 8:00, 
10:35 


THE HAPPENING (14A. gory scenes) 
Fri-Tuo, Thu 12:80, 2:50, 5:10, 7:50, 
10:25; Wed 3:05, 5:10, 7:50, 10:25; Star 
and Strolers Screening: Wed 1:00 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PS, violence, 
frightening scenes) * 
Dally 12:29, 1:10, 
9:20, 10:45 

THE STRANGERS (144. gory soene 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 4:55, 8:10, 10:40 

YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, seoual content) 

Daily 1:20, 4:40, 7:40, 10:30 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 12:10, 2:40, 6:00, 7 


6:4. 


3,00, 4:20, 6:40, 7:45, 


10, 9:50 


KUNG FU PANDA: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG) 


Daily 11:45, 2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 


PRINCE CASPIAN (PG; Violence) 
Daily 1:40 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young children) 

Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 9:45, 6:50, 9:40; Wed 
12:50, 3:45, 9:40 


SEX AND THE CITY (184) 
Daily 12:45, 3:50, 7:00, 10:16 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright 
ening scenes, violence) 

Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 10:10 


111 Ave, Groat Aid, 455-8726 
GET SMART (PG, Violence, coarse lan- 
quage) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri, 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:55, 
3:35, 7:15, 9:46 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, fright- 
ening scenes, Violence) 


DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 12530, 3:10, 6:40, 9:20 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Dolby Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:10; 
Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:45, 6:60, 9:10 


THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
fighteriing scenes) 

No passes, DTS Digital Fri 7:00, 9:35; 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:20, 7:00, 9:35; Mon- 
Thu 7:00, 9:35 


780-352-3922 


KUNG FU PANDA (PG) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:20 


YOU DON'T MESS WITH THE ZOHAN 
(14A, sexual content) 
Daily 9:25; Sat-Sun 3:25 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 6:55; Sat-Sun 12:55 

THE INCREDIBLE HULK (PG, violence, 
frightening scenes) 

Daily 7:05, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:35 7 
GET SMART (PG, violence, coarse lan- 


guage) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30 
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Even musicians have to go to church sometimes 
COWBOY JUNKIES MARK MORE THAN TWO DECADES ON THE ROAD BY REVISITING THE TRINITY SESSION 


~ EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

n late November of 1987 a band 
[ists the Timmins Family 

Singers entered downtown Toron- 
to’s Church of the Holy Trinity—an 
old, historic building dwarfed by the 
city’s giant Eaton Centre shopping 
mall—under the pretense of recording 
a few songs for a CBC radio Christmas 
special. There had been some con- 
cern ahead of time that the Church 
might not let the group record there if 
its real name was used: Cowboy 
Junkies. 

The resulting recording—done 
mostly in one day, save for one a cap- 
pella song that was tracked a couple of 
days later—became the band’s sopho- 
more album, The Trinity Session, pro- 
pelling Cowboy Junkies into an entirely 
different life than the musicians had 
thus far encountered. That record was 
released 20 years ago, and today the 
band is still going strong, releasing 
new material and spending much of its 
time on the road. The fact that the 
group remains vibrant and alive all 
these years later can be attributed in 
some part to the members’ unwilling- 
ness to become complacent—there is a 
desire to evolve at work beneath the 
surface of the band’s music, leading to 
**a long catalogue of material that slow- 

ly turns and grows in new ways each 

time out. 

“You're always trying to do some- 
thing different,” Michael Timmins, the 
band's guitarist and main songwriter, 
explains over the phone. “It's not nec- 
essarily a conscious thing—it's not 
like you sit down and say, ‘OK, what 
do we do different this time?' Or even 
‘What do we do the same?’ It’s just 
the way that we as a band and as 
players evolved and as a songwriter 
I've evolved, and even as a producer 
and being in the studio the way you 
evolve, too, you try new things and 

éyou learn new things and you're 
always applying whatever is sort of 
coming at you.” 

For Timmins and the rest of the 
band—sister Margo on vocals and 
brother Peter on drums, along with 
Alan Anton on bass—it’s the opportu 
nity to expand as musicians and a 
band that keeps the music interesting 
At the same time, he admits that to a 
listener who isn't willing to dig deep 
into the music, there's a possibility 
that the band’s albums might sound 

«similar. Certainly, there's a common 
~ “thread that ties together the earliest 
songs with newer ones—Cowboy 

Junkies’ lineup has remained intact 

throughout the band’s career save for 

the exit of another Timmins brother, 

John, in its earliest days, so the core 


ingredients are still the same 
e 
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But that thread of continuity is just 
as important to the band as the grad- 
ual stretches that have been made 
over time, and, as Timmins suggests, 
the continuity and evolution are just 
two different aspects of the personali- 
ties of the players in the band 

“There is definitely a very common 
essence underneath everything we 
do,” he says. “And that definitely 
comes from the fact that the four of us 
are very much on the same page in 
many respects of what we like as far 
as aesthetics go with the music and 
atmosphere and grooves and stuff. So 
there's always this underlying sense 
of the personalities of the band in our 
music and that’s important, too.” 


IN LIGHT OF THE similarities and difter- 
ences that have marked the band’s 
recorded output, Cowboy Junkies’ lat- 
est release is something of an exami- 
nation of the topic. Trinity Revisited 
finds the band returning to the scene 
of its earlier album for another go at 
the songs in honour of the original 
record's 20th anniversary. At no point, 
however, was there any intention of 
simply recreating The Trinity Session. 
“We wanted to make sure it was 
valid on its own terms and not just 
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some sort of a nostalgia trip,” he con- 
tends. “We didn’t want to come to this 
thing like, ‘Well, let's redo Trinity Ses- 
sion.’ We wanted to, as the title sug- 
gests, revisit it 20 years down the line 
with 20 years of experience and with 
guests who not only were people 
whose music we admired, but that 
Trinity Session had played an impor- 
tant part in their development as 
musicians, too.” 

The guests the band invited were 
Ryan Adams, Vic Chesnutt and Natal- 
ie Merchant, along with multi-instru- 
mentalist Jeff Bird, who the musicians 
first met during the recording of the 
original album, and who has 
remained an integral part of the 
band's sound ever since, though he 
has never made the jump to official 
member. 

Timmins explains that the intention 
was to let each personality shine 
through and, using songs of The Thini- 
ty Session as a base, inspire some- 
thing new by tapping into everyone's 
individual experiences. 

“It had to have another level of 
meaning to it than the first record 
did,” he says. “The original Trinity Ses- 
sion, it’s a very innocent record, and I 
think that one of the reasons why it’s 
so successful is it’s very pure on many 
levels. It’s silly to think that you can 
recreate innocence, because you 
can't. It's an impossibility and we 
weren't trying to do that, so we want- 
ed to bring other levels to it, and it 


was experience—we wanted to bring 
a shared experience of this music and 
make a note of where everybody's at 
20 years down the line. 

“It's not like we haven't played [the 


* album’s songs] in 20 years,” he con- 


tinues. “We've been playing them off 
and on in various forms over the 
years live, so as the band has evolved 
and as we've involved individually as 
musicians and as people, the songs 
have sort of taken on slightly different 
tenors or changes, so there’s a lot 
more aggression on them now. I think 
the more open-ended and improvised 
parts of the songs are much stronger 
now because obviously we've been 
playing them and we're just that 
much more in tune with each other. 
There's an experience level to it that 
we brought to them. The first time it 
was innocence and this time it’s expe- 
rience.” 


THE BAND'S RETURN to the church of 


the Holy Trinity is not the only time 
the members have paused to look 
back at the same time as they keep 
their eyes on the horizon ahead. 
Back around the end of the ‘90s the 
band decided that working for a 
major label was not in its best inter- 
est, and so Cowboy Junkies jumped 
ship and restarted Latent Recordings, 
the indie label that had released both 
the band's first album and the initial 
pressings of The Trinity Session. Tim- 
mins says that they realized that 
without a major label backing the 
band, it was neccesary to have a 
focal point where the members could 
communicate with their audience, 
and that became the basis for the 
group's website. 

Cowboyjunkies.com is by far one 
of the most comprehensive band 
sites out there—fans can find every- 
thing from the band’s recollections of 
the making of its albums to hand- 
written chord charts for the songs. 
And Timmins is more than happy to 
share his memories with anyone who 
is interested. 

“Even when we were with major 
labels, and this is what kind of drove 
them crazy, we didn’t want to play 
into the whole mystery side of 
things,” he admits. “The wall 
between the band and the audience, 
that’s what they love because then 
they can market the band how they 
feel they want to market them, and 
we never really wanted to be mar- 
keted in any way. 

“We're people and we make music 
and we make music about people and 
about ourselves and about those 
around us and that’s how we felt we'd 
always connect with our audiences, in 
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a very straight level, so when we py 
the website together it was along «: 
same lines—there’s nothing to hic, 
here, there’s no mystery about thi 
We just have to be musicians. That's 
how we approached it and that’s ho, 
we always approach what we do and 
who we are and our relationship wiih 
our audience.” 


A RECENT ADDITION to the band’s web 


site has been a download area whe; 

fans can find a wide variety 0; 
obscure—and occasionally lost- 
treasures. There are handpicked liv: 
recordings showcasing the evolution 
of different songs, a variety of cover 
songs that the band has tackled and 
even a session that had originally 
been destined for the band’s third 
album before the musicians’ too} 
another approach and abandoned 
that original recording. As with hi 

view of demystifying the band's 
process of creation, Timmins is happ: 
to be able to get these recordings out 
to those who want them. 

“| don’t mind putting stuff up there 
as long as I’m proud of it in som 
way,” he says. “Obviously we felt that 
some of those songs we could do bet 
ter and that’s why we redid them 
and not necessarily even better, jus! 
different. A lot of decisions are mac 
not because you don't like something 
but because you suddenly get a difler 
ent conception of the way a song 
should go so you push it in another 
direction and ... in the old days it'd 
end up on an album or CD and that’s 
the way people would hear the song 

“But as a creator and as a song 
writer, there are so many ways a sony 
could go at any time in its evolution 
and even after you do put it oul \t 
continues to evolve live and it goes in 
different directions, so the frustrating 
thing about being a recording artist is 
that the one version of the song 
which goes on your record, that’s the 
way everybody hears the song,” h« 
adds. “But as the songwriter or as the 
musician, you hear it in many differ 
ent ways and it evolves on many di! 
ferent levels, so the download site has 
allowed us to show people these dil 
ferent levels and show people that the 
song was like this once or it could be 
like this and now it’s like this as w¢ 
put up a live version. 

“It's kind of fun and people who are 
really into music like that stuff. It’s no! 
for everybody, but I like that as 6 
music fan—I appreciate that stuff. ! 
used to buy bootleg albums as a ki¢ 
all the time because I love to hear live 
versions of the same song done differ 
ently, so that’s something that I reall) 
like and appreciate.” v 


guy. 2 
shows are rife with rock ‘n’ roll intensity, 
between gigs it's a different story. 

“| was trying to write more senti- 
mental songs because we were trav- 
eling so much and | like listening to 
sentimental music when | travel,” 
says the Constantines frontman 
from his home in Montréal. “I think 
we're a pretty romantic band. That 
part of our identity came out a bit 
more after the first record. We've 
embraced it fully now.” 

Nowhere is that more evident than 
on the band’s cover of Dolly Parton 
and Kenny Rogers's 1980s hit “Islands 
in the Stream” with Leslie Feist. What 
could've been an ironic wink has 
turned into a haunting—and much- 
demanded—single. The cover was 
released via Arts & Crafts, the band’s 
new label, as a download and seven- 
inch in April, around the same time 
the Constantines’ fourth album, Kens- 
ington Heights, was released. 

According to Webb the group was 
touring in Europe during a bout of 
especially dreary weather when bass 
player Dallas Wehrle received a mix 
featuring the cheesy country track. “It 
hit us all in the right way at the right 
time,” he explains. “There was noth- 
ing ironic about it. Like I said, when 
you're travelling, sentimental music is 
just so right.” 

The female vocals they envisioned 
belonged to longtime friend and for- 
mer Three Gut Records labelmate, 
Feist. "[We've] known her for a long 
time and she’s been supportive of us,” 
Webb continues. “It worked out nice- 
ly. I'm really glad we did it. We obvi- 
ously hitched our wagon to the right 
star. By about 10 times it’s the most 
downloaded song of ours.” 

That's not to downplay Kensington 
Heights. The new record pays homage 
to the Toronto community that has 
housed the band’s studio for years. It 
also furthers the group’s transition 
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CONSTANTINES 
WITH LADYHAWK 


from punk ruffians to sophisticated 
songwriters. With this release the 
band tackles coming-of-age topics 
like time and age and exactly what 
they mean. 

For Webb, who has crossed into his 
30s and is getting married this July, 
they were natural themes. 

“We've been a band for almost all of 
my 20s,” he explains. “It’s been an 
amazing decade for me. Looking back is 
just something that happens at that age 
..- Its a nostalgia, but not, like, a hope- 
less nostalgia. It's a hopeful nostalgia.” 


IT'S THE SONGS THAT document the 
musicians’ growth as people that 
make up the best of this album. Webb 
also lays out his lessons learned on “I 
Will Not Sing a Hateful Song.” 

“I will not sing a hateful song / 
Though it’s in me to sing / 1 know to 
drink the blood is wrong / And 
undue error brings,” he sings. 

Those lyrics represent the back- 


Dra 


handed compliments that have also 
accompanied the disc. Many review- 
ers have argued that although the 
Cons have reached a new level with 
this work, the group's older, grittier, 
Tawer material remains its strongest 

But the members aren't those people 
anymore, Webb argues. They can’t 
even play some of their old material 
live these days because they can no 
longer summon the source of the song. 

“{Those songs] relied on the people 
we were when we wrote them and it’s 
not so much who we are anymore,” 
he says. “'! Will Not Sing a Hateful 
Song’ is about ... coming to a point 
where you realize that anger as a 
Starting point for writing or expres- 
sion is generally pretty short-lived. It 
produces something with an impact 
that isn’t very lasting. It’s kind of 
funny for me to listen to older songs 
of ours where we were a punk rock 
band—kind of snotty and full of beans 

.. Some of them | just can’t take seri- 
ously enough anymore.” 

Moral of the story: enjoy that rock 
‘n’ roll angst while you can. One day 
you too might be unironically singing 
a song made famous by a bearded 
fried chicken chain mogul. vw 
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FRIDAY JUNE 27 


FORMER JAKALOPE FRONTWOMAN 


KATIE ROX 


THE MATINEE + PAPER GHOSTS 


SATURDAY JlNE 21 
te eS 
ADLEN.. 
GREG_ SAINT 

CAMERON_SOUND | hae 


Ost 


I ul 
SATURDAY JUNE 28 


X-JAKALOPE BASSIST 


FAKE SHARK REAL ZOMBIE 


OF ANGELS - RIO BENT 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB (pen stage 
9pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Damanta (Celtic): 
$10 (door) 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberts Crude; 6- 
10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUKES BAR AND GRILL Dukes 
Patio: local singer songwriters every 
Thu night; Michael Rault; 7-Spm; no 
cover 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hasted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 

EARLY STAGE Graham Weber 
(Singer-songwriter) 


FOUR ROOMS Lauren Bushviken; 8. 
11pm: Jazz Festival; $7 


HAVEN SOCIAL A Noodle to the 
Vinyl; Spm-3am 


HULBERT'S Hulbert’s house con: 
certs: Karla Anderson; 8pm: $12 
(ticketSource)/$15 (door) 


IVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover; Bpm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam: 
71pm 

J AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Paster Boys 
{pap/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Grotam 


Lawrence (jazz piano); Bpm 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thomas 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 
O'BYRNE'S Mourning Wood 
PAWN SHOP Ghislain Poirier, Nik 7 
and Jaycie Jayce (electronica meets 
hip-hop) 

STANLEY MILNER LIBRARY Wil! 


Bolcourt (singer-songwriter); noon 
National Aboriginal Day 


TOUCH OF CLASS Howard Younge 
(pop/rock): 8:30pm. 


URBAN LOUNGE 2008 Rexall 
Edmonton Indy Race For The House 
Band; Battle of the Bands fe: 

Miss Understood, The Se 
Line of Sight: Spm (doar); $5 (door) 


WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Eleetro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with Dui Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 


Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Fock 


Thursdays: Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
With Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WostCoastBabyDaddy 

FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUID LOUNGE Girt: Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with OJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DU 
Chistian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 


NEW CITY | 
Blue Jay, Naz 
B 30pm (door) 


Party: with 
mad no minors 


NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam; no 
minors; 10pm; no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Ssisaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm: 
Selse DJ to follow 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
foek, R&B, urban and dance with Be 
Mikee; Spm-Zam; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit |1 
hursdys: breaks, slectro house spun 
with Pl residents 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thucday 
with org6865 
VELVET UNDERGROUND DJ 
Degree and DJ Generic 


FRI 
LIVE MUSIC 


AIS CAFE Sheena Grobb with Craig 
Cardiff 8pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Malloys 
(roots); $10 (door) 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Leckie 
Olsen; all ages; 8pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON Party of Four 
{country/rock) 


(MADIGON'S GRILL Rob Thompson 
Tria; 6pm (dinner show), Jazz Festival 


WNAMAO HALL Dwayne Cannan 
(blues, 'S0s/80s, roots, originals), Jac 
and Jesse; 7pm: tickets at the door, 
780-628-2869 


NORTH COUNTRY 
FAIR—-DRIFTPILE Main Stage: Toby 
Foyet/Shane Philip, Jessa Dee, 
Damanta, Colleen Brown, The Terry 
Morrison Band, Paul McGowan, The 
Fates, Chantal Vitalis, Shuyler Jansen 
with the DDWs, Tahza Cardinal, Sir, 
Leigh Friesen, Mike Plume with the 
Poputars, Kris Demeasnor, Dr. Draw: 
Weekend passes available at 
Blackbyrd Moozic and Earth's General 
Store; $80 (adult//$50 (youth) 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club:Open Stage: 7pm (door); $4 
(door)/free (member); 436-1554 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide with DJ 
Shawnibis 


PAWN SHOP Crash Parallel, guests; 
8pm; tickets at Megatunes, blackbyrd, 
Listen 


‘SHERWOOD PARK LIBRARY 
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM Martin Kerr 
{folk/roots); 6:30pm (door), 7pm 
{show}, $15 (adult)/$7 (12-18) at TIX 
on the Square 420-1757. door 


STARLITE ROOM Chasing Jones (CD 
release), The Maddigans, Light 
Travels; no minors; 8pm; $10 
(advi/$12 (door) at TicketMaster 


STEEPS—OLD GLENOAA Kristilyn 
Robertson; 8:30pm; no cover 


PREVUE / FRI, JUN 20 (7 PM) / FACE TO FACE / 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE / $25.50 


One time | started a band called Ass to Mouth and asked 


these guys if they wanted to tour together .. 


they said no. 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Saman' 


King (country/rock} 
CATALYST THEATRE Edmonton Jazz 
Festival Society: Jerrold Dubyk 
Quartet; 7:30pm: $15 at TIX on the 
Square, door 

CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Wayne 
Feschuk, 5-7pm; Jazz Festival 
CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE Jazz 
Festival-Opening Night Gala: Black 
Pioneer Heritage Singers. Dixieland 
Express Jazz Band with Rollanda Lee: 
7:30pm, $35 at Citadel bax office 
CUFFS PUB Slowbum; 9:30pm 
1:30am 


EARLY STAGE Barley Wik 


EDDIE SHORTS Stevie Ray and 
Whole Lotta Trouble {blues} 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Face 
to Face (rock/punk); 7pm: all ages: 
$25.50 at TicketMaster, 
Unionevents.com, Megatunes, 
Blackbyrd, FS (WEM). Freecloud 
FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa; 9. 
12pm, Jazz Festival; $7 

FRESH START Live music Fridays 
Marty Majorowicz Duo; 6-9pm: Jazz 
Festival 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Noi! 
MacDonald Band, Wafer Thin Mints, 
Som-3am 


HULBERT'S Celsius Quartet: 8pm 


Jazz Festival; $15 {ticketSource) 


IRISH CLUB Jam session: Bom: no 


Over 


JEFFREYS CAFE Jax 
Series: Anas Beauma 
uz Festival; $15 


JULIAN'S PIANO BAR Grafham 


Lawrence (jazz piano): Spm 


rk, Heavyside, 
Riestingin Fragments: no minors; 8pm 
idoork $10 


METRO BILLIARDS Gilby Clerkre 


Kelty, Spm 


STEEPS—COLLEGE PLAZA Layne 
UHeureux. guests (acoustic): 8pm; no 
cover 


TAPHOUSE The Ghettoblasters: 9pm 


TEMPLE T.G.| Psydays; Techno Hippy 
Crew; Spx 


TOUCH OF CLASS Howard Younge 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Ratt Poison; 9pm 
(door); $5 (door) 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Grand 
Theft Bus, Team Captain; no minors; 
8pm; $10 (door) 


WILD WEST Colleen Rae 


WORKS STREET STAGE CKUA live 
broadcast of How! Hear ftwith 
Monica Miller: noon-3pm: James 
Murdock Band 1:15-2pm: September 
Stone 5-7pmy Curtis Santiago 7:30- 
9:30pm 


X-WRECKS Allsn-Les and the Blues 
Busters (blues/roats); Bpm-12 


YARDBIRD SUITE Edmonton Jazz 
Festival Society: rehearsal; free 


YARDBIRD SUITE Edmonton Jaze 
Festival Society: iro Haaria Quintet: 
Spm; $25 at TX on the Square, door 


YARDBIRD SUITE Edmonton Jazz 
Festival Society; Jim Head, Tam; tek- 
ets at TIX on the Square, door 


CLASSICAL 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
Summer Solstice Festival: Edmoaton 
Chamber Music Sooety; Shauna 
Rolston. Martine Risely, Marina 
Hoover, Jan Urke and others; Spe; 
Single ticket: $20 (adult) {sen- 
ior/music teacher w/2 students/$S 
(sudent) at TIX on the Square 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house. 
funky tunes with Phfe and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-8-BAR | 


BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
‘DUs spin Woottop and Main Floor. 
Eclectic jams with Nevine-indig, soul, 
motown, new wave, electro 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDOY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early.to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm. 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s 
‘and 70s progressive rock. disco. and 
electronic Indie with Joel Reboh 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock. hip hop, 


house, mash up; no minors 


ESMERALDA'S Ezies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and ’60s soul with DJ 
Blue Jay. DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm; $5 (after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuyy, OU Fuuze 
NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie, altama- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Squirrelly B, quests; no minors; 9pm 
(door) 

NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitotever- 
thing/indy with OJs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR'’s Your 
Weekly AA Meeting); G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New: classic 
rock. R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
indie, rock, funk. soul, hip hop with 
DJ Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
merengue-bachata-house-reggeaton- 
urban-old school with DJ Spice 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12midnight 

STOLL'S Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s Du 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

TEMPLE 1.G.| Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrance, Beats and the dance-y 


Stuff with the Tectino Hippy Crew, 
guests 


URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays: 
Reggae with Bomb Squad 
WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog: Trevor Tehir, live acoustic 
musi¢ every Saturday afternoon; 4- 
‘Ep; no cover 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE A) Brant $15 
{with dinner\/$20 [show only) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
week, 34pm: open blues jam every 
Saturday attemoon; 3-8:30pm 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays: 7:20- 
10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Party of Four 
{eourtry/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Samanths 
King (country/rock) 

CATALYST THEATRE Air Amiri 
Trio, 7:30pm; Jazz Festival, $15 at TIX 
on the Square, door 

CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Doug 
Organ; 57pm: Jazz Festival 


CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE 
Edmonton Jazz Orchestra, The Hilario 
Durdn Trio: 7 30pm; Jauz Festreat: $35 
at Citadel box office 


COWBOYS Sean Kingston, 7pm 
$343 ot TetotMaster 


EARLY STAGE SALOON Soturtsy 


Live Music: Dwayne Cannan |: 
“SAs/60s, roots, originals), a 
EDDIE SHORTS Locking £2 
Jezibelle, White Lighning ( 
roll) : 

FILTHY MCMASTY'S Op->, 
Saturtlays hosted by The 
and guests; 1pm (door), 2-dorr, 
FOUR ROOMS Mobius: 9.) 
Festival; $7 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLU 
Perpetrators, Michael 
(door), Ipm-tam (show) 


HULBERT'S fan Moris Trio 
McCormack, Matthu, and 
8pm; Jazz Festival; $15 (ticke 


IRISH CLUB Cortoba; Spm, 1 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday op: 
37:30pm; country/rock band 95 
Zam 


JEFFREYS CAFE Jazzfest (1 
Series: Loma Lampman Quarte 
Jazz Festival: $15 


JEXYLL AND HYDE RESTALRAN; 
Edcatera (folk/pop}; 8pm: $10 ( 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM \31) 
Good and his band; all ages 
‘Spm: $39.50-$32.50 at 
Unioneventts.com, TicketMa: 


WANES ROSSAN 
Northern Bluegrass Circle Mu 
Society's Summer Solstica 
together and jam; wWiyw.blue 
forth.com 


LONG AND MCQUADE Cus; 
Appreciation Day;Slowburn. 


MEAD HALL The Mayan Prog 
Sinners Aide, Shitguts, Define 
Necessity; no minors; 8pm (4 


NORTH COUNTRY 
FAIR-DRIFTPILE Main Stage 
Armstrong/Colleen Brown. 
Dwyer with Don Ross, L 
Mekell, Blue Valentine, Da 
Dismantled Angel, How 
Have Much to Say, Babs, Totry F 
& Orchestra Africa, Barb Owye 
Wort Hannam, Lara Yule Singh 
Swiftys, Myrol, Chris Dummot 
Re-mains, Shane Philip, The ( 
Mothers (re-invented), Jen f 
Mamaguroove 


ON THE ROCKS Bonafide w 
Cray Dave 


PAWN SHOP Dub-Step Party | 
ing N-Type and Arlen, Greg S 
Cameron Sound; Spm 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Edmonton Blues Society (EBS) 
and Jam: Red House, Hip Pi 

12pm; $5 (door)/$20 {(memt> 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL \\ 
jam/open stage 4-8pm 


STARLITE ROOM The Consta 
Ladyhawke no minors; 8pm: $16 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Megat. 
Listen 


STRATHEAN PUB Open stag: 
Sat of each manth; 5-9pm:; fo!) 
by karaoke 


TAPHOUSE Molson opan stag 
with The Taphouse Rockers hos! 
Carmen Cook 4pm-Spm 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Oh Snap! w 
Degree, All Out Dus; 9pm, $1 


URBAN LOUNGE fatt Poisc 
(door); $5 {door} 


VELVET UNDERGROUND (0 | 
Lunch (NYC}, Deve Babeock 0 
8pm (door: no minors, Jazz Festiv 
$25 at TIX on the Square, door 


WILD WEST Colleen Roe 


WORKS STREET STAGE (x\" 
broadcast of How J Hear /t with 
Monica Miller: noon-3pm: Frank 
Horvat, Ben Sures, People’s Poe 
Jane Vain andthe Dark Matter 
Torres-Gamer, 12-3:30pm 


X-WRECKS Open stage Saturiisy 
gear supplied, everyone welcorn 


YARDBIRD SUITE Edmonton .! 
Festival Society: Joel Haynes 0 
Spm: $25; at TIX on the Squa 


YARDBIAD SUITE A Tine ‘0° 
Edmonton Jazz Festival Soowty © 
Berner and the Mike Lent Quartet 
Spm; $10 at TX on the Square, ¢ 
CKUA live broadcast 


CLASSICAL 


= 
CONVOCATION HALL Sunyrer 
Solstice Festival: Edmonton Chand 
Music Society; Shauna Rolston 
Martine Risetly, Marina Hoow 
Urke are just some of the peop 
will appear in this unique fest 
Pass. $10-$40 (Fri-Sun Bp. 
ticket: $20 (aduttl/$15 {senior 
teacher w/2 students|/$5 (sude 


36 


MUSIC 


llel. After 


like it. ft would be midnights, then the shift 
would change to aftemoons, and it was 
the kind of job that made you realize it 
wasn't what you wanted to do for the rest 
of your life.” 

Now that he has found what he wants 
to do with his life, the band has been 
rocketing up the charts with its new sin- 
gle, and the title track from its album, 
“World We Know." Dealing with the 
feed to change our behaviours, the song 
is 2 call to arms to adjust our interper- 
sonal relationships and our effect on the 
environment—on a large scale, 

“It's more to do on a global scale, it's 
really about looking around yourself and 
Tealizing how beautiful everything is 
around you. It's on a personal level and an 


interpersonal level and we need to think 
about that globally and not just about deal- 
ing with smog in Mississauga. That clear- 
ly comes from traffic and that's a result of 
some of the problems we're experiencing, 
but clearly we need to focus on change. 
That's what the song's about,” he says, 
“We need to find cleaner oils, and we 
Need to look for altematives. Those alter- 
natives are out there and we're just ignor- 
ing them. Like we've got so much farmland 
and so little forest, why not grow some- 
thing else that makes paper? As individu- 
als we're having a hard time dealing with 
this but we want to and | think it's govem- 
ments that need to make some sort of 
change. It all starts with awareness, and 
that's the point of the song.” v 


Teacher Reggae Selecta 08 


HALO For Those Who Know: house 
‘every Sat with DJ Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Size Saturday: DJ 
Groovy Cuvy and guests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
‘Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Ssturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and indy, 
a som Oay SHEE, 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 
house with Pi residents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DJ Hot Philly 
and guests 

RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 


‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld inline and Roller 
‘Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
‘mix of retro and disco; 1-5pm and 
Tom-12 midnight 


‘STOLLIS ON WHYTE Top 40, R28, 
house with People's OJ 


with Degree and Allout DJs with 
Weekly guests. Spm 


WUNDERBAR Foatured 0 and local 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Aiglease Saturday: 
Uplifting house and trance with Du, 
Mike Downey 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES OM WHYTE Once Just 
CAPITALS RESTAURANT Jazry 
Brunch: Bobby Caims Trio, 10am-1pm, 
Jan Festival 

CATALYST THEATRE Strathcona 
Swing Quartet, with Joel Gray and 
John Taylor, 2pm: Jazz Festival; $15 
‘at TIX on the Square, door 

EDDIE SHORTS Live music open 
‘stage jam: 7pey, no cover 


FOUR ROOMS Don Berner; 8-1 1pm, 


Festival; $7 


HULBERT'S Karon Porkia: Gory J 
Festival; $12 at tickotSource 


kanes 

Northarn Bluagrass Circle Music 
Society's Summor Solstice Gat 
together and jam: www. bluegrass. 
north.com 


MEAD HALL Abandin All Hope, 
Down the Hatch, quests: no minors 
Bpm (door); $10 


WORTH COUNTRY 
FAIR-DRIFTPILE Main Stago: Mo 
‘and Molly, Darryl Matthews, Ina 
Prayer tribute to Willie P. Chris 
Smith, The McGowan Family Band, 
Paul Bromley, Lo Fuzz, Closing Circle 
O'BYRNE'S Sunday night open stage 
with Joo Bird 

ON THE ROCKS King Muskafe 
Sundays with DJ Mika: Big Rock 
Untapped singer/songwriter Senes 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Suretvys 
hosted by Chris Winters of Captain 
Tractor; 8-11 pm 

OVERDRIVE Anything Go coustic 
jom every Sunday afte rh the 
Shutflehound, 1:30-5pm 


WORKS STREET STAGE CKLIA live 
broacloats nN 
Monica Miller, noon-3pm; FAB, U22 
performance showcase, Thaluic 
he Vain and the Dark Matter, The 
on Ray Gun, Christian 
Hanson and the Autist 9:30pm 


YARDBIRD SUITE Andy Bay, 7:20pm 


‘Wstival; $25 at TX on 
7 


SSICAL 


Solstice Fastival: Edmonton Chamber 
Music Socioty; Shauna Rotstan, 
Martino Risoly, Marina Hoover, Jan 
Urko are just sone 


bec City 
(conduetor), U of Als 
and their musi 
br Laurie Fagr ESO concert 
Martin Risoley, 1pm (door), 
Zpm, tree 


©) 
WWW.urbanlounge.net 


POOW REXALL LoOMOnTON 
INDY RACT POR THE 
HOU. DAN hormwe 
ROCKET SAUCE, 
MISS UNDERSTOOD 
& LINE OF SIGHT 


THE PAINTE 


BIRDS wewipt 
AWAKE & FALLING 
ESTHER 


ZOO HER ALL TE OiMom bom 
im MACH Pom ttt 
HOUSE HAND) Hoth 


W/THE SESSIONS. * # 
BONAFIDE & 15 
SMART ALEX 


TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every Saturday 
* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780-758-9856 * AXIS CAFE 10349 Jas 
6307-99 St, 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA BAR 100244. 2 
3 2 ge 10552 82 A 
LOUNGE 10785 Jesper Ave 420-9098 « BAR WILD 10552 &. a eee 
IB 32 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 418. * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 6) . BLUES ON 
WHYTE 10329-62 hie, 439-3981 * BOOTS 10242-1068 St, 423-6014 * BUDDY’S 117 1 Aue, ABB-BEI6 « 


= EN E CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CAPITALS RESTAURANT Sutton Pls 10236-101 St * CASINO EDMON- 


TON Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 1246 40467 * CATALYST THEATR 
Cotavey Bids CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Sutton Place Hotel, 10235-101 S IRISTOPHER’S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE 9 ' CUFFS PUB 6714-175 
St* COAST TERRACE INN 4440 Gateway Blvd, 437-6010 + CLIFFS PUB &: 


10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB mi 

DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11606 zi 8 BAR AND GRILL 126 

151 Ave * DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 2063 * EDMONTON 

EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase |!i, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2. level, WEM, 486 
FILTHY MCNASTY'S 1051!-82 Sve, 916-1557 


SMART ALEX 


wie 
5 miles east 
LEVA CAPPUCCINO 
* LONG AND 
14-6342 * METRO 
8130 Gatoweay Bivd 


JEFFREY’S u 
PIANO ingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 4234 1 f 
sete Sept LB's COUNTRY PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 
053-86 Ave, 433-5382 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fi, 447-4495 « LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRILL 1107 ¥. re 
MCQUADE 10204-107 Ave * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 1025-10) St * MEAD HALL 10940-1664 St * MEGATUNES 10355-8 
SILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 « NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Avo, 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave NaKKs wee 
E LEGION 1115062 SI * O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 * ON THE ROCKS 11720 Jesper Ave. IVE NEIGHBORH( BS 
* OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St. 423-1643 * OVERTIME SOUTH Wisternud Cr 5 BAT « F SHOP 065 
432-0614 * PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jesper Avo * PLANET INDIGO-ST. berton Dx St, wbert « PLEASANTVIEW 
1 Fy, 474-5270 » QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University fa « RED & 3 28-0678 * RENDEZVOUS P 
WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St + ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr e867 OSE. 
STANLEY A. MILNER 


10544-82AVE. PH: 437-7699 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CENTURY CASINO 
ALL. SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


| The Happening, MGMT and 


the collective consciousness 


BACKLASH BLUES 


ROLAND PEMBERTON 
= | solandcoreneetiy com 


= 
aA 
= 


M Night Shymalyan’s The Happening 
should actually be called The Happen- 
stance, considering everything in the plot 
hinges on convenience and the fact that 
plausibility can be immediately disregard- 
ed when the basic premise is presented 
in the first frame of the film. The most 
important idea in this movie is that of the 
collective consciousness, as the “mon- 
ster” in this picture simply controls peo- 
ple with a non-specific form of murderous 
groupthink. Sure, to M Night, it’s a “Hey, 
look at me be clever” metaphor, admon- 
ishing me for not recycling or something, 
but taken at face value, it's actually inter- 
esting. It's something we can all relate to, 
especially in the tumultuous world of 
music promotion and distribution. 

Have you ever thought about how you 
came to like the music that you're per- 
haps listening to while you read this very 
article? There’s word of mouth (the only 
honest form of song distribution), market- 


ing, radio singles, festival performances, 
TV performances, DJing, incidental 
music while shopping—it’s an open- 
ended proposition. We can all agree that 
sometimes the collective consciousness 
can get fooled into believing something is 
good when it-isn't (7he Godfather Iii, Milli 
Vanilli). In the case of the seemingly sud- 
den ascension of MGMT, the collective 
consciousness is right in its anointing. 

MGMT (short-form for management) 
consists of Ben Goldwasser and Andrew 
Van Wyngarden. The duo's record Oracu- 
lar Spectacular has several hotly-tipped 
pop tracks on it, most notably “Time To 
Pretend,” an analysis of the Hollywood 
lifestyle and the likely internal remorse 
felt by your favorite starlets. The music 
is interesting in its open-ended ambition, 
hitting various touchstones along the 
way, from Bee Gees disco (“Electric 
Feel”) to modern electro (“Kids”) to folk- 
pop (“The Youth”). All things considered, 
it's a psychedelic, post-rock experiment 
that works well 

The group's popularity is staggering, 
getting played on major TV shows and 
coming out of the mouths of babes, lit- 
erally and figuratively. It appeals to a 


wide range of people and that includes 
those who watch Gossip Girl too. | \y; 
sitting in Chili's watching the Lake, 
Celtics game and "Time To Prete, 
came on the top 40 satellite radio <;, 
tion, between Fergie and T-Pain. This 
not a slight, but a testament to whe,. 
MGMT fits in the pop spectrum: colo, 
ful, synthy, catchy, airy but substantiy. 
Its popularity may be attributed to ; 
group's interest and position in yo, 
culture. My favourite song on the albyy, 
is “Kids,” with its hypnotic keybos, 
coda and fragile abstractions on chii, 
hood (“We like to watch you laughing 
You pick the insects off plants / No tir, 
to think of consequences"). 

In many cases of the collective cor 
sciousness, there is a repulsive respon 
attracted over time. People eventualiy 
generate a backlash to anything seen 
oversaturated and forget what the art 
question used to mean to them, if an, 
thing at all. MGMT is a good band wit) 
good songs, so hopefully it won't fall intc 
traps set by critics and the general pubii 
There's something to be said for nature 
fighting against something and actually 
losing, with no plot twists or gimmicks. v 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic Improv, 
Jamenti and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftamoons: Phil. 2-7pm; Main Floor: 
Got To Give It Up; Funk, Soul, 
Motown, Disco with DU Red Dawn 
BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro, 10pm 
2:30am; guest DJs inquire at 
kolty@michatti.com 

GINGUR Strictly Roggae Bashment 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: with Os InVinceable and 
Macca; DJ ZU 

WUNDERBAR Sundays OJ Galatea 


and XS, guasts; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly; no 
over 

BLUES ON WHYTE Auntie Kate 
‘ond the Uneles of Funk 

CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Chris 
Andrew; 5-7pm; Jazz Festival 
CITADEL MACLAB THEATRE Jotin 
Scofield Trio: 7:30pen; Jazz Festival 
$40 at Citadel box office 

FOUR ROOMS (hycs Andru, & 
Vipme Jaze Festivel $7 

IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays: 
music and comedy; Spm 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
WALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Oid Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm 
ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor/Mike 
MeDonaid (aitemnatingl: Spm-12am 
WORKS STREET STAGE CKUA live 
broadcast of How / Hear /twith 
Monica Miller: noon-3pm, Curtis 
Santiago, Frank Horvat, Dc Drag, The 
Tatraktys; 12-:30pr 

YARDBIRD SUITE DMS Quintet 
Spm, Jazz Festival; $22 at TIX on the 


Square, door 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays 
Servica Industry Night no minors; 
Spm-2am 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense with 
Confederacy of Duncas Dad Rock, Td 
Hookah and Rear Admiral Saunders; 
Woottop: Du Idris 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop: 12am: 
2:30am; interested guest DJs inquire 
at kelly@micherti.com; karaoke with 
Tizy, amateur strip contest; Spm: 
12am 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Mota! 
Mondays. with DU S.\W.A.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: "80s 
metal with DJ Sammi Kerr; no 
minors; ho cover 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES OM WHYTE Auntia Kate 


and the Uncles of Funk 


CATALYST THEATRE Aubin de 
Toledo Quintet; 7:30pm; Jaz 
Festival, $15 at TIX on the Square, 
door 


CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Brian 
Sim; 5-7pm; Jazz Festival 


METRO BILLIARDS, $25 


faded away? 


PREVUE / FRI JUN 20 (8 PM) / GILBY CLARKE / 


So, Rock Star: Supernova referred to.a star that blew up and 


PAWN SHOP Lee “Scratch” Perry, 
Woadpigeon, The Sun Parlour 
Players and Rock Plaza Central, Mike 
Plume, Ndidi Onukwulu (CD release 
‘tour! Bpm (door); ticknts at 
TicketMaster, Megatunes, Blackbyrd 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE /nteractions: The 
Edmonton Creative Musicians’ 
Collective {ECMC) Explorations 
Concert Series: Improvised; 7pm: 


TAPHOUSE Molson Open Stage 
Jam: with Simon Bennett Bpm-mid- 
night 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Explore 
Music Monthly Showease: Demanta, 
Headwater, 8pm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Pink Martini 
with Meaghan Smith; 7:30pm; Jazz 
Festival; $52.50 {adult)/$50.50 
{sudent/senior) at Winspear box 
office 


WORKS STREET STAGE CKUA live 
broadcast of How / Hear /t with 
Monica Miller; noon-3pm; Jerimiah 
Rawling, Darryl Mathews, Le uzz, 
Trad” Badour, Scott Cook and the 
Long Weekends, Jeoel Kamps, 
Jezibeblie, My Quiet Earth; 12- 
S-30pm 

YARDBIRD SUITE Way Out West: 
Spm: Jazz Festival; $22 at TIX on the 


Square, door 
DJS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor; CSA's Eddie Lunchpail: 
VWiooftog: Dub at The Dog with DU 
Degree 


BUDDY'S Free poo! and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser; 9pm 


DRUID (JASPER AVEMUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wyntees 

FOUR ROOMS Harpe Jazz 8-1 1pm, 
saz Festival: $7 

SEFFREY'S CAFE Jarziest Dive 
Series: Rhorats Withne!l Quartet: 
Jazz Festival : $15 


OBYRNE'S Tuesday night Celtic jam” 


with Shannon Jobason 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue: no 


cover with student 1D 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dence lessons 
8-10pm 

GINGUB SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae with Bomb Squad. 0.8. 
Chrome Nine: 11pm isoork no cover 


RED STAR Tvescieys: Experemental 


Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 


The National Parcs and Curtis 


WORKS STREET STAGE CKUA 


Hat Philly Santiago; 8pm. 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND WORKS STREET STAGE (i 

LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday. popular broadcast of How Hear 

house beats with DJ Kevin Wong Monica Miller, noon-3pm: 
Les Bucherons, Marco Ci: 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND i tara 

AND ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top | Wl ’t Pali Les Buche 

40 request with a mix of retro and 2 

disco; 7pm-12 midnight WILD WEST Shila Marie 

CENTRE Jaz 21 

Lincoln Center Orchestra wit 
Wynton Marsalis; Jazz Festiva! 
7:30pm; $75 at the Winspear bax 
office 


LIVE MUSIC 


broadcast of How / Hear It witt 
Monica Miller; noon-3pm: free 
YARDBIAD SUITE Chiis Tarry 
Group; 9pm 


ARTERY The Works presents: DIS 

BEAMS concert Eee * 

Electroacoustic Music Society): Don 

Ross with dancer Eryn Tempest, BACKROOM VODKA BAR Do: 

Himiko featuring Axis, the Agape Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 

Raygun Experiment and more; 7- witti Nic-E and Smooy 

AOpen; free BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wecine 

BLUES OM WHYTE Auntie Kate Nights: with OJ Harley 

‘and the Uncles of Funk PA Oe ERREHELISE Me r 
Floor: Glitter Gulch Wednesdays 

CENTRAL PARK LOUNGE Andrew 3 

Glover; 57pm; Jazz Festival Best Rides. Worst Wrecks_: no 
cover, roots music avery Wednestisy 

EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues with DJ Buster Friendly, Live mus: 

with Dr Blues: 8-10pm. once a month; Wooftop: RetroAct 

FOUR ROOMS George Radio: alternative "B0s/'90s, post 


Koufagiannakis, 8-11 pm; Jaze 
Festival: $7 


HOOUIGANZ PUB Open sta90 SADIE Hegpigey OH DI Sex 

‘Wednesdays hosted try Rock ‘n’ Roll 

Kenny FLUID LOUNGE Wednesdays fox 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic ee 4 

McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH phot A cilia 

Cowboy Junkies {inc!. a complete with InVinceable, Touch tt, weet!) 

performance of The Trinity guest Dus 4 

Session-20th anniversary tourk 7pm 

{door}, Bpm (shows; tickets at LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/RSB with 

TicketMaster, Blackbyrd, Megatunes DJ Spineycle 

MEGATUNES SideShow. Elliott (NEW CITY UIKWID LOUNGE 

Brood (punkt Spm: all ages: free AJ/DJ Wednesday: no minors; ne 

MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE bd , 

Ryandan: 7 30pm, $34.50 at ‘NUQO DIAMOND'S Puri ond © 

TicketMaster -- metal every Wednesday 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY RED STAR Guest Os every 

Lea ret ebel Wednesday 

te ae See STARLITE ROOM Wid St/2 

Wednesday evening Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: Spm 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL Acoustic STOLL'S Beatparty Wednescsys 
House, progressive and electronica 

nite open stage: Spm-lam with Rody Du Rystax Space 

‘STARLITE ROOM Mc. Scenething Age and weekly quests; Spm-2am 

‘Something and guests: Spm. . wow beatparty. net 

‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open mic WUNDERBAR Wednesdays wor 

(acoustic) every Wed pew DU: no cover 

URBAN LOUNGE The Pented Birds Y AFTERHOURS Y Not Wedness*y 

{VancouverL Wide Awake, quests: 

‘Spm (dork $5 (door) 

VELVET UNDERGROUND WiKi 

Style Wednesdays: Grand Analog, 


punk, new wave, garage. Brit, m 
Tock ‘n’ Roll with LL Cool Joe 


38 waewe 
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tee tiem | te 
SATURDAY, JUNE 21: e 


Be uty, * 


rT IONE TEMPLE PILOTS — 


TH ¢ THREE DAYS GRACE + CORB LUND 
) FACE » mE =| ° THE DUDES - PRIDE TIGER * CAROLINA LIAR 
CRASH PARALLEL + HEY OCEAN + KILBOURNE - SECRET BROADCAST 
“a MICHIEL BERNA Peo ¢ THE FAST ROMANTICS » AND MORE... 


; SUNDAY, JUNE 22 


HE erica HIP 


THEW GOOD « ¢ CITY AND COLOUR + STARS 
JNSTANTINES + THE NEW PORNOGRAPHERS + ATTACK IN BLACK 
GADENCE WEAPON + LADYHAWK » TEN SECOND EPIC.“ THE SPADES 

ITSUNDAYS + SAID THE WHALE+ THE SUMMERLAND + AND MORE... 
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JUN 19-JUN 25,2008 Wwursweemy 39 


A Lontemporary New Look 
Same (lassie laste 


WHERE _* 
THERE'S SMOKE 


HYDROGEN THERE'S 
CYANIDE \ rr 
c 


4 tA 
» EXPORT A 
PREMIUM OUML ET Y SN tke +928 


CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 
Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 


40 = \WEWEEKUY UN 19- UN 25, 2008 


‘0 the lot behind the store for 
ets from NQ Arbuckle, Elliott Brood, 
Hey Rosetta, Hawksley Workman, Rut- 
‘edge and more: and the Cadillac 
Lounge found Saskatoon's Deep, Dark 
Woods rustling cattle and owning the 
Stage for its own set, before they 
returned an hour later ta back up Ruth 
Minnikin during her turn at old-school 


country. And then there was the late 
Sunday afternoon screening of The 
last Pogo, a \ate-"70s short documen- 
tary on a gig at the Horseshoe that saw 
a nice selection of punk bands taking 
the stage, from the Viletones to the 
Scenics to the show-closing Teenage 
Head—who got to perform only one 
song before the show was shut down 


by the police. The audience for the 
short was as fascinating as the film, 
turning into.a reunion for many of the 
musicians and audience-members from 
the show. The film itself was refresh- 
ing in its refusal to do anything more 
than capture the moment, interspersing 
only a few comments between the 
bands, but for the most part letting the 


. e Ruth Minnikin with the Oeep, Dark Woads 


music speak for itself. Most bizarre, 
though, was stepping outside the NFB 
theatre after the screening, where all 
those old punks found themselves 
pushing their way through the hordes 
of teenagers assembled in the street 
for the MuchMusic Video Awards. A 
Suitably strange way to end the week 
8nd. EDEN MUNRO / edon@yuaweokly.com 


PREVUE 

JUN 28 (7 
WATH POLITIC LIVE, TOUCH, CONWAY K, 
THE PEOPLE'S POETS 


CAWADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
(11206101 ST) $10 


CAROLYN WIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
When someone uses the term “wearing 
your heart on your sleeve,” you really 
have to listen to how they say it to know 
whether it's a positive judgment or not. 

, though, you have to lay 
nd the experience can be both 


where local hip-hopper 
mbigu' Troy Taylor) draws his 
| handle from—because it certainly isn't 


“I'm sure that it's different for every- 
body, but that’s what would keep me 
straight,” he adds, “listening to that pos- 
itive message of stay strong, be your 
own person, be a leader, not a follower. | 
would get those messages from hip 
hop.” 


5 


WHILE THE GENESIS of hip hop comes 
from the meeting of a number of 
sources, it nonetheless has a strong his- 
tory of social consciousness. Even 


before Public Enemy blew onto the 
1e mid-'80s, there were inno- 


: ts, a group formed in '68 that 
‘would deliver politically charged poems 


Nova Scotia, he was trying out his first 
thymes before he hit puberty and is well 
acquainted with the power of words 

“It is such a great way to express 
who you are and what you feel and your 
confusion,” he explains. “If you can go 
on the microphone and let loose, rather 
than go out and hurt somebody ... it’s 
definitely a good thing.” 

His unambiguous nature has also won 
the 30-year-old the props and guidance 
of local hip-hop mainstays. Ambiguous 
has been working with Touch (Randy 
Mark) on his debut, an EP version of 
which will be released at a Youth Emer- 
gency Shelter benefit. The album will 
See guest appearances by the likes of 
Moka Only, Politic Live and Conway K. 
(Politic Live and Conway K will also be 
playing the YESS benefit.) 

“| basically opened myself up and 
was honest as to who | was,” he says. 
“I've been putting myself out there and 
I've put myself to a place which has 
moved me forward. Again, | spent a lot 
of time trial and error, working with 
many different artists—and in my expe- 
rience, some of the most professional, 
well-known artists have been the best. 

“It's been quite a journey, and | know, 
realistically, this is just the beginning of 
it,” he adds. “But | took those risks, 
father than idling, you know? Idling and 
wondering and doubting myself’! think 
that we all have walls of debate that we 
struggle with. | think what was impor- 
tant in my sense was keeping in the 
back of my mind what | was doing it for, 
my intention and being really sincere 
about my intention.” w 


Megatmes 


Your Music Destination 
Shop online at megatunes.com 


MOUNTAIN MEADOWS 


Elliott BROO 


MEGATUNES IN-STORE 
JUNE 25, 2008 — SPM 


INTRODUCING THE NEW ALBUM, “MOUNTAIN MEADOWS” 


SUL SHOOTER APLORDS 


JUSAND NIGHTS 
by Juno Award 
anie Doane 


Available at 


Miegatmmeas 


Your Music Destination 


Calgary: 932 17 Ave. S.W. 
Edmonton: 10355 Whyte Ave. 
Shop online at megatunes.com 
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Jim Cuddy, Ron Sexsmith 
ind Emilie-Claire Barlow 
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LYve nation 
Just Announced! Now On Sale! 
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THE PARTWOR MOB 


FRIDAY AUGUST 29 
= EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


NO MINORS GENERAL ADMISSION 


AVAILABLE NOW 


4 AUGUST 19 
FNOING AUT EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


GENERAL ADMISSION — 18+ NO MINORS 
SEETHER. con ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10:00 AM 


* BILLY HOWERDEI 
~S PRESENTS Hy ; 
~ 
( 


+ ©“ ASHES dIVIDE 


ae 
oy JULY 7 3 ~ JULY : 
THE STARLITE ROOM EVENT CENTRE .. 


ath =O) 
GENERAL ADMISSION “BEAR GENERAL ADMISSION 02.5) 


aw! VEnATION.com 


ticketmaster (780) 451-8000 
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ty of reasons to 
\d. The best is proba- 
r, but a close sec- 
he kind of band that 
ling to, but that you're 
time hearing. That way 
music mostly for your- 
and so the impetus to keep going 
-omes from within and not from a 
*s into someone else's 
and “make it.” 
Jones, who has been 
ether a | over a year, formed out 
a desire to recapture the more inno- 
ent poppy sounds of the mid-'90s. 
others Nick and Adam Di Lullo, along 
bassist Paul Yastrub and drummer 
lair Brown will be channeling that 
energy as they release their debut EP 
is Friday at the Starlite Room. 
_ "Me and Adam grew up listening to 
the pop and rock bands in the mid 
90s and we thought of how hearing 
those songs kind of brings you back 
io a specific time and a specific place, 
ind we Kind of thought that that’s sort 
‘of missing nowadays, especially in the 
indie scene,” explains Nick Di Lullo of 
the band’s impetus. “We're still trying 
© make our own sound and be 
unique. It's not a nostalgia band but it 
‘came from a feeling of nostalgia.” 


THAT FEELING OF nostalgia, and a bad 
‘breakup or two, is what formed the 
backbone of the group's EP, which is 
entitled The Lie. Ably helped along by 


YA 


THE 


VUE 


VEEI 


FAL, JUN 20 (6 PM) 


dtd 

— 

= | CHASING JONES 
oe | WITHTHE MADDIGANS, LIGHT TRAVELS 
| STARLITEROOM, S12 


the increasingly sought after Randor 
Lin at Turnkey Studios, the album 
documents a variety of feelings that 
emerge during the meltdown of a 
relationship. The choice to create a 
short EP in an age when digital 
recording and CD reproduction have 
made creating a full-length album 
cheaper than ever is part of the band’s 
overall plan to engage in a constant 
conversation with its fans. 


WEIRD AL: 
NKOVIC 


STRAIGHT OUTTA LYNWOOD 


"Generally you'ze going to be giving 
your songs away and | think having 
an EP allows you to release music 
more often, and also keep things 
fresh. I think it's important for people 
to always be expecting something 
new to come out and releasing a full 
length album every two years is too 
long. So we wanted to release an EP 
and make it short and concise and not 
have any filler,” says Di Lullo. “For 
independent bands, being able to get 
their stuff out right away is way more 
important than gouging every single 
person to buy a CD. Your songs will 
reach way more people than they 
would otherwise.” wv 


TOUR 


TICKETS ON SALE JUNE 17 


FANSITE PRESALE TICKETS 
OM SALE JUNE 12 
ONLY FROM WEIRDALCOM 


lat t: The Winspear Ticket Centre by phone (780) 428-1414 or online at tickets. winspearcentre.com 


trae EN. iad a: 
SATURDAY AUGUST 2 - ENMAX Hall - Winspear Centre 


music videos & elaborate costumes 
= GB st r songs spanning his entire career with simulated music video e 
travaganzs featuring Al & his band performing songs spanning his enti 


DEVONDER © THE WICKED AWESOAES 


Hotbay Jot 50 


TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER, 
BLACKBYRD & FREECLOUD 


=iver 
ae 
10030-102ST INFO:428-STAR 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
‘UNDER THE STARLITE ROOM 
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NE DNIONEVENTS: COM sin 


THIS FRIDAY - TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE . JUST ANNOUNCED - ON SALE SATURDAY AT 10 AM 


FACE | erro, 


THE DAMNED THE SHAMED 
> 
~ 


FRIDAY JUNE 20): 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 a: ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD & FS (WWEM) VUE 
FACETOFAGI ila 


WITH GUESTS 
WARRIORS © DEATH BEFORE DISHONOR 
COC © TRAPPED UNDER ICE 


AUGUST Ce e STARLITE ROOM 


SHOW - DOORS 5 PIM - ALL AGES 
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| KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 
; ink Martini is not a traditional 
P= band, but being invited to 
play at jazz festivals is always 
exciting for percussionist Brian Davis. 
After all, the mini-orchestra’s style is 
a biend of international musical influ- 
ences from places such as France, 
Japan, the Middle East and Brazil; the 
band mixes traditional rhythms with 
other styles, including classical, jazz 
and pop. 

Constantly adapting to new musical 
rhythms might seem like a daunting 
task to some, but Davis explains that 
he and the other two percussionists 
are always seeking new avenues of 
expression to add to their musical 
repertoire. If a particular musical 
rhythm is unfamiliar to them, they rely 
on their vast training in different per- 
cussion literatures to learn the new 
Style. And this is fortunate; Pink Mar- 
Uni's most recent album, Hey Eugene’, 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
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Pink Martini’s influences are 
shaken, stirred into something new 


—| TUE, JUN 24 (7:30 PM) 

= PINK MARTINI 
ee | WITH MEAGHAN SMITH TRIO 
2 | WINSPEAR CENTRE, $5060 - $52.60 


features a Japanese-language track, a 
song sung in Arabic and a song with a 
Chopin waltz in the middle of it 

Davis explains that the internation- 
al flavour of the music allows the 
band to portray abroad the America 
that he experiences. 

“We look at ourselves as being citi- 
zens of the United States, as being 
ambassadors,” he says. 

Davis, for instance, hangs out with 
Cuban and Brazilian musicians; he 
feels that this demonstrates a “Melt- 
ing Pot” culture of the United States 
And it’s this image that he hopes his 
band will portray as they travel to 
other countries. 

“We take the view of ourselves as 


Americans and take all those influ 

ences and relate it back to the world 
in hopes of portraying an image of 
United States citizens as not being Mr 
Bush,” Davis laughs. “We're definitely 
not the larger image of the United 
States at this moment.” 


FORTUNATELY, THE misperception that 
people might have of Americans has 
not affected Pink Martini and how it 
has been perceived abroad. Davis can 
only recall one instance when another 
band member mentioned George 
Bush, and only one voice in the crowd 
of thousands booed 

Similarly, fans generally neither 
look down upon, nor look up to, the 
band for being American, Davis feels 
Instead, fans tend to see Pink Martini 
as musicians expressing who and 
what they are 

“The eyes of the world are bigger 
than politics,” Davis explains. v 


or camp? Nico in the throes of her har- 
monium love affair interpreting Brill 
Building pop? Kate Bush's underworld 
daughter?—doesn't do justice to her 
recent debut, Join Us. 

The album’s a product of Stelmanis’s 
background and a long, finicky negotia- 
tion with finding not her yoice—a crea- 
ture to be reckoned with, powerful, big 
and doomy—but an aural tapestry and 
songwriting style strong and delightful 
enough to partner with it 

“| probably was that kid in the play- 


~ ground singing to myself,” she laughs. 


“I've been singing all my life. But | start- 
ed all my classical ‘training at around 10 
or 11,” 

Piano grounded her in solo perform- 
ance and gave her a flexible musical 
spine, while the viola introduced her to 
building orchestral sounds, while her 
most overt influence from that period 
was her experience with the Canadian 
Children’s Opera Chorus. 

- “It made me fall for opera at an oddly 


appeal.” 
Ae ~ Anyone who thinks Riot Grrl came 


and went, ending in the dustbin of his- 
tory, forgets history builds on itself in 
ways that are beyond mysterious. Its 
legacy was to give a generation of 
people like Stelmanis, who admits to 
growing up on the fruits of the move 
ment, the self-belief to be their own 
weirdos, pursuing their vision with an 
approach rooted in experimantation 
and self-possessed validation of cre- 
ative independence. 

"| didn’t write songs until later in my 
teens, on guitar. | was playing these lit- 
tle open mics in Toronto, getting used to 
songwriting and performing in that 
way,” she explains. A couple bands fol- 
lowed, but Stelmanis wanted to see 
what she'd do on her own with an 
expanded palette: keyboards and MID). 

“| had to figure out what to do with 
these sounds, how to make sounds for 
the album,” Stelmanis notes. 

What she came up with for Join Us is 
spectacular operatic pop, lush and darkly 
glittering, with eccentric rhythms and 
patterns and percolating with 
its own innate reason, telling Stelman- 
is’s singular story. w 
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National Parcs keep that northern fee| 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vuewsekly.com 


ile the National Parcs are 
filling rooms of up to 800- 
capacity at home in Mon- 


tréal, the band is only now attempting 
to leave an impression on western 
Canada. 

The urban threesome, whose influ- 
ences include African hip hop, baile 
funk and sounds from the Canadian 
outdoors, released its debut CD/DVD 
and its only record to date, Timbervi- 
sion, a year ago, 

Before the National Parcs, Vincent 


Letellier, who, along with Chimwemwe ~ 


Miller, creates the group's music and 
lyrics, had been doing remixes and 
sampling nature sounds for 10 years 
under the pseudonym Freeworm. In 
2001, Miller joined Freeworm during 
live shows as a percussionist and beat- 
boxer. A few years later, visual director 
lan Cameron joined the duo to form 
the National Parcs. 

“{Being part of the National Parcs] 
was the first time that we consciously 
made an effort to not treat the sounds 
[but] leave them as raw as we could,” 
Says Letellier. 

For the National Parcs, visuals 
mean just as much as sounds. Tim- 
bervision was recorded by first collect- 
ing audio-visual samples, then 
splitting the video and adding beats 
before lyrics were written. 

“{Our videos] are inspired by some 
of the early NFB [National Film Board 
of Canada] nature documentaries. 
That's why we also add the start-stop 
motion in there,” Letellier reveals. 
“But it's not necessarily about the 
fauna or the flora. It’s still human 
interventions within that setting.” 

Recording outdoors is no simple 
task as anyone who does it is under 
the mercy of unpredictable weather 
conditions, 

“{Wind] is actually worse than rain 
because when it rains, we get some 


nice shots,” Letellier points out. "But ' 


the wind is killer because as soon as 
it hits the mic, it goes ‘pffftt!’ and then 
there's nothing you can do about it 
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= THE NATIONAL PARCS 
Coe | WITH GRAND ANALOG, CURTIS SANTIAGO 
x= | VELVET UNDERGROUND, S10 


“We'd have to overdub everything 
like they did in those western 
spaghettis where they redo the whole 
sound of the whole movie in the stu- 
dio.” 


DESPITE THE GREAT appreciation the 
group has for the outdoors, Letellier, 
in the past, hasn't voiced it out of fear 
of being “tagged as an activist.” 
“We're asked a lot to participate in 
events by organizations that do work 
with the protection of wildlife and all 
that. I think we just want to put out 
another record under our belts with 
another theme because if we just stay 
in that zone, we'll only be preaching 
to the people who are already con- 
verted, you know? Like it’s really 


important but if you're an activis; 


~ then you're trying to provoke peop) 


into how they should live and 
don’t want to have that role. w 
do what we love and what we 
and what we think is beautifu 
then hope that people get inspi 
from that.” 

Letellier imparts that the group i 
now brainstorming for the next albi 
but is keeping mum about an 
specifics. One thing's for certain, hoy 
ever: urban music that aims to sound 
uniquely Canadian will be the main 
stay of the group’s future rele 

“We're always influenced 
we listen to from all over the \ 
but we're trying to somehow region 
ize our urban music, So yeah 
could go out and pilfer baile funk | 
we're trying to look for what th 
sound is in the north. Doing our ur! 
music in the woods or in Montreal, \\ 
try to make it sound like it-can come 
from nowhere else than Canada.” v 
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Summer Solstice Chamber Music 
Festival (check edmontonchamber- 


It's that freedom that has drawn 
her to chamber music and makes 
her want to share it with others. To 
that end, she will be performing a 
number of “classical” works from 
the 20th and 21st centuries in order 
to make the music more accessible. ya 
“People are writing in all differ. } | Ir 
Ent styles these days—almost any- 
thing goes. So it comes down to 


Music.org for performance times), 
her passion for chamber music 
would outdo any tight-pantsed indie 
rocker. - 

“I love chamber music—| like the 
Dvuewookly.com interaction with other musicians and 
1 big part of being a the fact you're making your own 
id erally there are decisions together. Creatively it's 

}musicians than just wonderful,” she enthuses. taste and what 20th and 21st centu- 
plassical or art “[Chamber music is] kind of like a fy Music you like. These are my 
abit strange to —dialogue—t often @quate it to actors 


| 
/ i 
pa / 
choices for this year anyway and | €DNONICN €N) 
Par ay On a stage. They're responding to think they're quite amazing pieces,” €\J | q HE 
t mie i each other and they're Saying their she says. “) think young people \ 


own dialogue. If a person plays a really relate much more to that than 


‘ih certain phrase in a certain way then Mozart or Schubert It's hard to FRI j 
ie a teal feeling of _ the person who is answering them in relate to a minuet from Mozart's Ju ace to 
a ‘admiration forthe the music fesponds differently. time—we don't dress the way they 3 fa 
¥ “doing which is There's a lot more interpretive free- did, we don’t dance the way they 
natiinen: hin indie or pop dom amongst the Players because did in Mozart's time People might 4 


; Such as image you make your own decisions or as a 


find it beautiful, but they might not All AGES a i 
into the mix with group you make decisions. In an oy “ 


relate to it. | think young people 
orchestra you would never do that, telate much more to music of our Tere 
the conductor basically tells you time, whether it’s pop music or art Elona 
what to do.” music." w : 
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MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
Aimee Mann inhabits characters that 
run the spectrum of existence in her 
perversely tattered and divided coun- 
try: awkward boys confronting norms 
of masculinity; pretty girls who have a 
better chance at 


Like an author, Mann faithfully 
records the personal impacts of the 
times in uncompromisingly intelligent 
lyrics, the many ways we mutilate 
ourselves as we muddle through the 
overwhelming noise of modern life— 
an incomplete transitioning between 
the bewildering utopian fervour of the 
global information age and the heavy 
steel roots of the colonialist industrial 

era. As she’s aged 


being used and 
discarded than 
realizing starlet 
dreams; small 
town people 
dying to get out 
but paralyzed by 
circumstance, 
mediocrity and 
ignorance; the 
needy who put 
their faith and 
trust in the wrong 


(Mann is 47, con- 
tent to let nature 
paint her face as it 
wishes, with nary 
a Botoxed fore- 
head or plumped 
lip), she's contin- 
ued to search the 
nooks and cran- 
nies of human 
experience rather 
than run headlong 
at the straightfor- 
ward: she’s the 


people, places 
and things; rich 
vain showboats who suspect they're 
empty but desperately try to strangle 
their doubts 

Her specialty is men and women 
stuck in dead-end jobs, relationships 
and dreams, struggling to gain a 
foothold on the cruel mountain of cul- 
tural promise, the great lie of western 
culture that says you alone shape 
your destiny based solely on merit 
and a poisonous, Oprah-ish magical 
thinking that elevates self-belief to its 
own obnoxious religion. (The pro- 
gressive viewpoint, at best, is the one 
not blinded by The Lie—they see the 
societal forces that divide us, the 
insurmountable obstacles and 
assaults aligned against well-inten- 
tioned individuals, families and com- 
munities who get blown down by the 
ferocity of everyday life.) 
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04. 3 portishead 

05. at mount zoomer wolf parade 


lady of complicat- 
ed bonds, mistrusted and unvoiced 
ambitions, disappointments you 
should have seen coming and tenu- 
ous hope for better moments and bet- 
ter dreams, dignity and purpose. Her 
protagonists are heartbreaking 
because they have the frailest and 
sometimes easiest of needs and long- 
ings, and Mann gives them voice with 
a compassion sometimes roughed up 
by her unblinking assessments of 
their situations 
Mirroring her characters, Mann has 
her weaknesses, ones that frustrate 
those who want to unequivocally get 
behind her. Sometimes her work is 
too neutered and mannered to 
appeal, with sonic choices that recall 
the condescending schmaltz of late- 
period Sting or duller drives in Laurel 
Canyon, content to soundtrack yuppie 
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www.listenrecords.net 


lookout mountain... ce 


06. mr. lonely OST J. spaceman/sun city girls 
07. songs in @ + e spiritualized 

08. the devil, you & me the notwist 

09. challenger buming star core 

10. mysterious thal record 27772277 


(KY JUN 19 - JUN 25, 2008 


MUSIC 


coffee houses. 

It’s unfortunate she starts of) 
rather excellent @#%&*! Smilers 
seventh self-powered outing, \ 
what may be its weakest cut , 
almost as if she still bears scars f;., 
working the Top-40 world 
arrangements and album orders ; 
times succumbing to corporate mo 
like “open with something upbe 
and “where's the single?” (I'm not si; 
gesting she’s a creature of marketiy 
Mann's a tireless arts activist \ 
hopes to reform copyright and lice; 
ownership laws to favour an indep 
ent creative class as an economic 34 
cultural force, and good for her) 

No matter—just skip on to the , 
of @#%&*! Smilers, which is stu 
with her best music yet, mesmerizi; 
tracks that have the familiarity of n 
talgic ‘70s songwriting but are firn 
grounded in current issues a 
moods, rendered with superb lite: 
and artistic consideration. 


THE AIRFIELDS 
UP ALL NIGHT 
HUMBLEBEE 


DAVE BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

Though they trade some of the atmo 
pherics for a decidedly more jang| 
"80s Brit rock flavour, the members o/ 
Toronto's Airfields bathe their musi 
in a similar kind of retro-love a 
Edmonton’s own Whitsundays, letting 
soft, familiar guitar lines and unobin. 
sive, simple drums soak Up All Nig! 
creating the comfort of nostalgia 
They don’t quite update their sou 
enough to make it fresh, but they: 
sharp songwriters, drifting betw: 
shoegaze-y sensitivity and knee-sha\ 
ing soft-dance with equal aplomb 


THE GRANGE 
HARD LUCK AND WHISKY 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

There's nothing revolutionary on 
second album from the Grangé¢ 
nothing, that is, except the out-o! 
control rough and tumble of (i 
ragged honky tonkin’ that these bo 
like to roll with. When they si! 
“The train left the track, oh the tra 
left the track / The engine is gor 
and it ain’t never coming bac} 
there's a real sense that the ba! 
might just follow that train off th: 
track and over that hill or bridge 
wherever it’s heading. The Gra 
doesn’t play pretty music—the bar 
just lets the chords hang next to th 
noose, singing songs in what souncs 
like the only way they know ho' 
and that’s a good and refreshi' 
thing for anyone who craves a [¢ 
splinters with their music. 


The Grange plays the Black Dog ° 
Wed, Jun 18. 


a double-disc 
life of 16th 
ichel de Nos! , Known better 
Nostradamus. Oh, this album takes 
to a whole new level, at 
Broadway musical 
theatricality—"Exiled” near 
of the second disc is right 
but there's no way that Judas 


reights of 


today that will garner respect from 
any listeners save for the already- 
sonverted. So, hey, if these guys want 
9 make an over-the-top concept 
bum at their ages, then go for it. The 

fied topic actually allows the band 


hough there are a few too many num- 
‘that sound a little too repetitive, 
e's more solid tracks on this album 
this band has managed in quite a 


/ brian@vueweekly.com 

The straight-ahead, youthful exuber- 
ance of the British foursome's first two 
discs is given an electro-edge with 
Flood and Paul Hartnoll’s production. 
*The Spike” finishes on a high and 
Robert Harvey's plaintively soaring 
vocals are matched nicely in “Drugs.” 
"Idle" switches things up—it’s a down- 
beat track that reels you in, rather than 
whipping you along. “The Left Side” 
sounds vaguely Massive Attack-ish. In 
places, the guitar chords blur together 
beneath the programmed beats, synths 
and sequencers. But “Vision” is a nice 
mix of beats and loops with the band’s 
tolling, melodic build-ups—call it neo- 
anthem music. Ultimately, though, this 
is a disc for fans, and it can’t quite 
deliver the knockout punches of the 
d's previous releases. 


BERRY / 
In pop music, there’s such a thing as 
Sing too far in the pursuit of hooks, 
and as their name would imply— 
nothing says “mindless catchiness” 
like onomatopoeia—the Ting Tings go 
way the fuck overboard in trying to 
Set something catchy. Sure, there are 
Some deep-burrowing ear worms 
among We Started Nothing, but this is 
usic, not jingle-writing: there’s more 
to it than just sticking in the head. 
That's especially true for gratingly 
repetitive songs like “That’s Not My 
Name,” which surely exists for no 
other reason than to identify people 
with terrible taste in music. There's 
nothing wrong with hooking people 
Per se, but there should at least be 
some meat on it, too, and the Ting 
Tings are more than content to leave 


©verything unbaited. 


Show me the money! 


=| ENTER SANDOR 
Steven @yueweekly com 


When it comes to the music industry, 
there is no doubt that the sacred cow 
is hip hop. 

Hip-hop artists get an inordinate 
amount of press—both positive and 
negative—and make it onto gossip 
Pages as if they were movie stars. I'm 
Not against reading about Eminem's 
marital problems or 50 Cent's latest 
antics or Kanye West's latest boasts 
of greatness. But, the media propa- 
gates a very important myth; which is 
that hip hop is a mainstream cultural 
influence. 

There is no doubting the impor- 
tance of rap. Public Enemy's first three 
albums are signposts in American cul- 
ture. NWA should be required listen- 
ing. But, rap is less important now 
than it has been at anytime in the past 
10 years. | would go so far as to say 
that rap and hip hop are entering a cri- 
sis period. 

Why? According to the Recording 
Industry Association of America’s Con- 
sumer Trends report, hip-hop records 
made up just 10.7 per cent of all 
record sales in the US last season. 
That's the lowest total since 1999. But 
the numbers have been on a steady 
slide foralmost a decade. 

Yes, it may not at first seem like a 
big deal that hip hop has slid from 15 
per cent of the market share to under 
11. But think of it this way; when, earli- 
er in this decade, hip hop had almost 15 
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LOST IN AWE 
INDEPENDENT 
Ex-Watchmen bassist 
Releases fine folk album, 
Grows bitchin’ moustache 


AWKWARD STAGE 
SLIMMING AIRRURS FLATTERING 


MINT 

Classic Mint pop stuff: 

Hits you with more hooks than a 
Guy named “Sugar Ray” 


SCAR SYMMETRY 
RAPHIC 


HOLOG 

NUCLEAR BLAST 

All the power of ; 
Modern metal, sprinkled with 
The cheese of Queensryche 


HERE WE 

UNIVERSAL 

A metric dinkload 

Of attitude and swagger 
Makes this shit work, man 


per cent of the market, total sales were 
much higher than they were in 2008. 
They were a decent piece of a big pie. 

But, in 2007, the industry reported 
its lowest sales in well, the report's 
history doesn't go back that far. And 
fap made up just a little over a 10th of 
it. In terms of real sales, the drop off 
has been by far more’than 33 per cent. 

| feel uncomfortable in Stating com- 
Merce should influence art; but, even 
with so many young music fans (rap’s 
target audience) choosing to get free 
downloads rather than buying records, 
the sales drop-off is Surprising. 

There's a message here to all the 
hip-hop artists. Rap is becoming very 
boring, very fast 

But you wouldn't know it by looking 
at the press, where Kanye and 50 are 
regularly quoted and P Diddy is still a 
fixture on the fashion-show circuit 

Are there a bunch of entertainment 
editors not looking at the numbers? Or, 
are they afraid that the race question 
could rear its ugly head if rappers 
were moved out of the mainstream? 
It's an uncomfortable question. 

According to the Nielsen Sound- 
Scan Canadian album charts for the 
final week of May, the number of hip- 
hop albums in the top 40 was ... zero. 
Even if there aren't any major new rap 
releases in the current month, you'd 
think there would be a major rap 
album that was getting enough shelf- 
life sales to get on the chart. But that 
isn't the case 

People in rap have got to figure out 
how to make the genre relevant again 
And we in the media have got to stop 
being fooled by the bling. w 


DISTURBED 

INDESTRUCTIBLE 

REPRISE 

The huge lump of suck 

That is Disturbed just keeps on 
Lowering the bar 


THE TING TINGS 
WE STARTED NOTHING 
SONY/BMG 

Each Ting Tings review 
Shall contain at least seven 
Blondie references 


THE NOTWIST 

THE DEVIL, YOU + ME 
DOMINO 

Kinda Depressing 

but still enjoyable, like 
crying during sex 


MANY SHADES OF HOUSE 
VOLUME 2 


NORDIC TRAX 

Like Henry Ford said 
You can have any colour 
As long as it’s black 


Like a cucumber ‘ 
At the north pole in March, he’s 
Just that fuckin’ cool 


The Calgary «= 
Jazz festival 


ROBERT CRAY 
& MOLLY JOHNSON 


SATURDAY JUNE 28 BOOP 
fpuor en tak Singer 


Concert Hall gary 


HIGKETS AND INIO Al 


www.GALGARY JAZZ com 
(ana) 802 anos 


ROU ASTOR Cel 


JUNE 24-29 


MACHO PARKEN & DIVINE AIRUWN PINK MARINE Naturally 2 PULA Aliee Russell 


Robort GRAY { 


Molly JUUNSON Cizatioth SHEPHERD. ee KONIEZ Kallylae EVANS 


AVE BHUBTER OUARTEL OWCHESIRE fis pas PEADD Akoustika POLYESTERS 


TWh IAY/ 


AL TINCUIN CENTER ORCHESTRA With WYNTON MARSALIS Beaty BELLE 


Honato Nasturica Gearey Con tabler’s CORKESTRA & Cartons BIGA Chris TARRY 
Any BEY Henaut GARCIA EONS Davidson’ Murley ‘Bratt Oiintel Jay CROCKER 


-lohey Tayeh ORCHES TAA AUMIEA. Jeeront OURYK 181 The Ealjorn Svensson ten 


VANASSE VITUS Quann ANUREWS. Hin National Parnes and Many morn, 


Vian 4 


i] 


)) tear 


PINTS 
PINTS 


pwned 
WIN 2 


BIG ROCK TRADITIONAL 
AND GRASSHOPPER 


ONLY $3.00! 


TO SLED ISLAND = (\,) 
AND A HOTEL PACKAGE. aut 


ORAW AT HIDMOHT. 


| 


See olen | fig 


Va P Sf 
cL | ll 


$3.75. 
OF XO LAGER 


aia) na 
WEEKEND PASSES 


YOU MUST BE PRESTRT TO wih. 


ae 


MUSIC 


JUN 19 JUN 25,2008 wureweexy 49 


—— 


iS 


+s BOONS TOK 


“% MUSIC FESTIVAL 
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WEEKEND PASSES: $99 


SINGLE DAY PASSES: $65 
CAMPING PASSES: $50 


Good for 1 vehicle & 4 people, limited space available 
Prices. do fot include GST or service charges 


Charge by phone 780-451-8000 or anliné at wwwiticketmasteér.ca 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19} 
We're halfway though 2008. It’s a perfect moment to 
take inventory of how well you're capitalizing on this 


__ year’s unique opportunities. So let me ask you, Aries: 


afe you working your ass off in order to stoke the fire in 
your belly? In other words, are you doing everything you 
carrthink of to get more motivated? Are you trying hard 
to supercharge your ambitions and refine your pas- 
sions? If so, this will be the year when you finally figure 
out how to do what you love to do a majority of the 
time—and how to get rewarded by the world for doing 
it. It's high time to answer your highest calling 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

We're halfway through 2008. It’s time to take inventory 
Of how well you're capitalizing on*this year’s unique 
opportunities. So let me ask you, Taurus: have you been 
climbing out on a limb in order to think outside of the 
box? Have you been having adventurous fun while 
experimenting freely? | hope so. Playing around with 
smart gambles has been and will continue to be the 
secret to your success. Note well the adjective “smart” 
in the previous sentence. Dumb gambles and poorly 
thought-out risks should not be part of your game plan. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year's unique 
opportunities, Gemini? Now that we're halfway 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. I'm hoping that 
six months from now, you'll look back and make the 
following declaration: “This year I’ve learned more 
about togetherness and collaboration than I'd picked 
up in the previous five years combined. I've finally reg- 
istered the fact that a successful alliance of any kind 
requires as much hard work as any job. Most of my 
important relationships are better and: more interest- 
ing, and the rest have faded away. I've surprised 
myself with how creative I've been in finding interest- 
ing ways to handle commitment.” : 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year's unique 
opportunities, Cancerian? Now that we're halfway 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. I’m hoping that 
six months from now, you will look back and make the 
following declaration: “This year | discovered every- 
thing that's important to know about what | don’t need 
and who | don’t want to be. That's one of the important 
reasons why—hallelujah!—t've learned to avoid the 
suffering that comes from wishing my life were differ- 
ent from how it actually is. I'm more at peace with my 
soul's idiosyncratic destiny than I've ever been.” 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

We're halfway through 2008. It’s time to take inventory 
of how well you're capitalizing on this year's unique 
opportunities. So let me ask you, Leo: have you been 
redefining your relationship to your job so that it better 
serves the real you? Are you invoking all your imagina- 
tive powers So as to get into a position in which you 
will love work more than ever before? | hope you've 
been doing those things, because it means you've 
primed yourself to attract lots of help in accomplishing 
those changes 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year’s unique 
opportunities, Virgo? Now that we're halfway 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. I'm hoping 
that six months from now, you'll look back and 
make the following declaration: “I've learmed more 
about love in the past 12 months than maybe | 
ever have. I've also become far more skilled in the 
art of making myself happy. And I've finally fig- 
ured out how to purge some of the martyr-like 
aspects from my generosity, which means I'm bet- 
ter able to give without strings attached and I'm 
more attractive to interesting people who are 
inclined to give me things | really want.” 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year’s 
opportunities, Libra? Now that we're halfway thy, 
2008, let's take an inventory. I'm hoping th; 
months from naw, you'll look back and make the 
lowing declaration: “It’s so funny that in order to ; 
out where | truly belong, | had to change my \j2- 
about where | truly belong. Feeling at home on 
planet and in this life wasn't possible until | got cyr 
of my delusions about what it would feel like to | 
home on this planet and in this life. I-had to'lose 

of my certainties in order to gain more security 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year's yp 
opportunities, Scorpio? Now that we're halfway thr 
2008, let's take an inventory. One of the most impor 
things you're doing, | hope, is increasing your effc 
ness as a communicator. What do | mean by 
While it's true that you Scorpios gather informa 
more skillfully than any other sign, you aren't nece: 
ly as blessed when it comes to sharing informatic 
part that’s because you believe that keeping se 
enhances your personal power. And in part it’s beca) 
you sometimes forget that other people aren't a: 

in to what's happening below the surface as you 
Your mandate in the coming months is to overco, 
those challenges as you learn to express yourself 
ever-greater candour and clarity and clout. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21 

How well are you capitalizing on this year's uniqu: 
Opportunities, Sagittarius? Now that we're halfwa 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. I'm hoping ti 
six months from now, you'll look back and make 
following declaration: “I'm on much friendlier 
with money than I’ve ever been. I'm sure it’s becai 

| have a more rooted and relaxed understanding 
my true value, and am not so attached to what oi! 
people think I'm worth. I've declared my indep: 
ence from the conventional wisdom’s distorted 
ship of superficial appearances. Ironically, as | 
shaken off the sickening influence of materialisn 
|'ve upgraded my ability to create material succe 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year’s unique 
opportunities, Capricorn? Now that we're halt 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. Your self-imag 
is in the midst of an exhilarating expansion, ‘ic! 
Your excitement about being alive is growing st: 
ly, right? Your devotion to cultivating an inner s: 
of freedom is getting more intense every day, 1 
You have an ever-increasing clarity about what 
experiences you need in order to feel powe: 
right? If you're falling short in any of these project 
Start making up for lost time immediately. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20-FEB 18) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year's uni 
Opportunities, Aquarius? Now that we're half 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. By now. \ 
should have banished at least half of the ghost 
were pestering you. By August, you should have net 
ized, dissolved, or rendered irrelevant a load of w 
karma, and said goodbye to parts of your past that 
bogging you down. By Jan 1, 2009, | hope you will ! 
laid to rest a broken dream, escaped a dead end, 2 
ended your relationship with a lost cause. If you / 
spent the last six months earnestly engaged in 0: 
this tough, messy work, it won't be anywhere nea 
tough and messy during the next six months. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

How well are you capitalizing on this year’s uni 
opportunities, Pisces? Now that we're halfw 
through 2008, let's take an inventory. You're gett 
better connected to your community than you ¢ 

have before, right? You've become far more purpo: 
ful and crafty about forging the alliances you nee 

be effective, right? You're developing smart strated 
for upgrading your unique gifts and giving them to 

right people, right? You're working hard to cre 

niches for yourself that suit your temperament < 
needs, and you're no longer leaving it to other pe 

to shape those niches for you, right? w 
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— rt A DIGNITY Mennonite 
Dente for New Comers, by the ore 


‘Speakers and music © 


Lf 
* Stent Ist and 3rd Sat (10-1 1am) 
‘Pomth, sand in Sulewen ne” 


(780 87-0982) « ‘Summer Solstice 
‘Nut) * Fri, June 20 (6-9pm) © 
[shop albertawildemess.ca 


7 Sa. ke Salers owe 


dine 20 (12pm) « Free 
BLACK In front of the Oid Strathcone Farmers’ 


ton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu: running@teamedmonton.ca 
oe MT poo, 11782-106St he Bore h 
‘Swimming@teamedmonton. 


UVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St. www.edmlivingpos!- 
tive.ca TTA ae SASS Se oF pene confidential 
Peer support to people living with HIV * Tue (7-Spm): Support 
group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. Jean, Rm 
$18 (490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treat- 
ment and harm reduction in French, English and ather African 
languages * 3rd and 4th Sat (9am-5pm) every month © Free 
(member]/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 

pa ck Ue a ‘* Recreational and 
‘competitive swimming with coaching, beginners encou 

to participate. Socializing after staal Every Tue, rt 
PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave ® Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered people * 1st Tue (7pm) every month « 
Information phone Ruby at 436-1998 after 6pm, or edmon- 
tonab@pflagcanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 

www pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) * Opan Tue-Fri 
1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: Meet every 
‘Tue/Thu (2-4pm) * CA: Meat every Thu (7pm) * Suit Up and 
Show Up: AA big book study group meet every Sat (noon) « 
Youth Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 years, support 
‘and social group meet every Sat (7-9pm); yuy@shaw.ca * 
Womonspace: Board meeting Ist Sun each month {10:30amn- 
12:30pm) * Trans Education/Support Group: Meet the Ist 
‘and 3rd Sun (2-4pm) of each month; www albertatrans.org * 
Men Talking with Pride: Meet every Sun (7pm); facilitator: 
Rob Wells robwells780@hotmail.com * HIV Support Group: 
Meet the 2nd Mon of each month (7pm) * Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) Alliance; 
Support mesting tha 2nd Tue each month (7:30pm) * PFLAG 
Edmonton: ‘and resource group for parents and 
friends of GLBT individuals meet the 1st Tue each month 
(7pm) * Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in counseling. 
every Wed (7-1 * YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTO for 
‘youth up to 25; Tues-Sat (3-7pm) 


IMIS wcog © Sal Cag a EBT oe 
(482-1587) wwe.ewuc.org * Soul OUTing: an focused 
altemative worship * 3rd Sun every month (7pm); worship 
Sun (10:36am), people af alf sexual orientations welcome. A 
LGBT monthly book club and 4 bi-monthly film night. Call for 
‘more info or email jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


‘ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (495-1555) « 
People of all sexual orientations are welcome * Every Sun 
{10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-8557) * Open Daily (noon) 
® Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick * Sat-Sun Pool 
‘Tournaments 


BIKEOLOGY FESTIAL www bikeology.ca * Bikey 
Breaifasts: Fridays (?-Sam)} * Victoria Cricket Pitch, 12130 
iver Rd: Ride-In Outdoor movie: The Goonies. cycle-in out- 
door movie event! Come at 10 and bring your own picnic, 
June 21; Free © Metro Cinema: You Never Bike Alane, June 
ZB; Pedal, June 30; free * Exio Faraone Park, NW High Level 
Bridge, 109 St; Mocktails on the ¢ Thu, June 25 (4-6¢en) 
© Three Bananas Café, located at 102 Ave, 100 St. Churchill 
discussions) Tos 7-Spm * Besrrer 
House Park, Jasper Ave, 105 St Bikeology Festrral: Sat, 
June 28 {noon-5pm); free * John Janzen Nature Centre, 
‘Guided Bicycle Nature Tour: June 29 {1-3gmn) 
CHINA QUAKE RELIEF CONCERT Jubilee Auditonum * 
Eximonton Chinese Art Society, Rebuild a School in Sichun * 
Thu, June 25 (70pm) 
EDMONTON JAZZ FESTIVAL SOCIETY Urben Lounge, 
8111-105 St © Volunteer Party, featuring music with Maceo 
Parker © Sun, June 29 (10pm) © $35 at TIX on the Square, 
oor 
FAVA (FILM ANDVIDEO ARTS SOCIETY ALBERTA 
Outside of the Artery, Jasper Ave © Silent Street Scraen: 
Projections on Jasper Ave © Fri, June 27 (3:30pen-12:1Sem) 
DAY EVENTS 
NATIONAL ABORIGINAL : ~ 
{977-7841} Will Belcourt (singer-songwriter), June 13 (noon 
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Centre 488-3234, door 

‘SPRUCE GROVE CANADA DAY AND STREET 
PERFORMERS FESTIVAL Spruce Grove Composite High 
Soa bats Fill 1000 Clan Ri Stet Perorars 
(G30) © Mon June 0 nl | 
STOP QUALICO’S PROPOSED GRAVEL PIT IN OUR 


BALLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn. Stony Plain Ad 
{494-7751) * Wed (Spm-12am): Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm. 
1:30am): with Right Said Ed te — 


CASTLEDOWW'S PUB 16753-100 5 
Oftkey t ® The (Spm Tam): with 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rd * Tue 
(8pm) with Sonia/Prosound 

COOK COUNTY Food to Big Vatley Jamboree Kareoke con 
test every Fri until the final on June 27; 810pm 

CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castiodowns Rd (472-7696) 
* Thu (10:30pm) © Wed: Name that Tune 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave * Wed nights: with Gary from Me 
Entertainment 


ECCO PUB 9605-65 Ave * Sat (9pm-tam) 


GAS PUMP 10)66-114 St (488-4841) © Tua/Wed (Spm- 
1,30am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 

HAWKEYES TOO 1004-102 St (421.9998) « Fri, Sut (8pm: 
midnight); Hot Karaoke Productions 


HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: Karooke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Avo (451-1390) * Thu, hosted 
‘by Gordo; Fri/Sat: hosted by Jolly Greg Giant (930pm-2am) 
JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Ad (499-1906) * 
Mon {9pm-am): Karaoke 

JOMIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Avo, 105 Si (461-0587) « Fri/Sat 
{10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 


LAMONT HOTEL © Last Fri every month (10pm-2am): with 
ProSound Productions 


UONSHEAD PUB Coast Torrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5815) * Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainment 


MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) # Fri (Seen-late): with 
Chris 


MOJ0'S Best Wester Hotal, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) 
* Fri (930pm} with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-115 Avo (477-7752) * Thu, Fri, 
Sat sound and songs with great hosts 


WEWCASTLE PUB 5108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ava * Sun (3-7pm) 


O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-68 Avo (465-4834) * Thu 
(8pm): Terre with Mr, Entertainment 


OM THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4787) * Mon 
(8:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr Entertainment Wed 
(9:30pm) Name That Tune * Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with 
Cuban salsa DJ 


QALAMDO'S 1 5163-121 St (457-1649) * Wed, Thu, Sun 
{8:3Dpm-2am}: with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988- 
5457) © Sat (9pm): hosted by Jenny Joy 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St Albort (458- 
5571) © Karaoke Tue (9om-Tam); TLC Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 11715-1083 Avo (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar; 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 10604-10! St 
(473-3499) « Mon-Sat (Spi: Sun (7pm) with Auth * 
Highestreot, 10015124 St (462-1600) daily (920pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-20 Ave (499-7211), Tho-Sat (9:30pm- 
1:30am) # 99 St, 63 Ave: Tho-Sat (9pm- Tarn): with Of Key 
Entertainment 


ST. MICHAEL HOTEL * 151 fri each month (Spm-Tam) with 
ProSound Productions 

‘SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM * Karsoke Industry Night 
Sundays: Terra with Me Entertainment; Spm-Zam * Rock 
Band Mondays: Terra with Me Entertaevnent, play for fun, alt 
skill levels; Bpen start 

‘SADELINERS PUB 1116-127 St (720-453-8006) * Thu/Set 
(9pnn-Zami. with Shelley 

SILVER MARTINI 1662-156 St * Every 2nd Sat (Spen-1 een} 
with ProSound 

TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St. Albert (458-0880) © 
Wed (9pm-Tam): hosted by Beauty and the Beast 
THORSBY HOTEL + Sat (2:20prr-1 Gem} with ProSound 
Productions 

TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Ad * Thy (7:30-11:30pmi: with 
ProSound Productions 

WALLY'S PUB 990 Latelard Village, Sherwood Pi * Every 
2nd Sat (9.30 pn-130em} 

XAWRECKS LOUNGE [217-50 Si * Wed (7:30-11.20pm). 
with Sonta/Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (456-0295) + 
Thu (9:30pe-Zam} with Off Key Entertainment 


The first weekend of Pride 


~ eed | TAMARA GORZALLA 
tam@rveweekty 


As | write this, the first weekend of 
Pride 2008 has passed, and | might as 
well be dripping rainbows in a lack of 
Sleep haze and massive overdose of 
homosexuality, And as usual, | loved 
@very moment of it. 

Pride Week in Edmonton kicked off on 
Friday night with the Pride Awards at City 
Hall and | was lucky enough to be asked 
to be one of the co-hosts this year at the 
annual ceremony honouring individuals 
and groups who have contributed to the 
queer community. Many certificates and 
awards were given out, then the flag was 
faised outside city hall 

The highlight of the event for me was 
Cindy Goodwin's acceptance speech 
Goodwin has owned and operated Prism 
Bar and the Grill for the past six years 
and officially sold the bar a few weeks 
ago, with plans to retire, She shared her 
Story of moving from a ranch outside of 
Calgary up to Edmonton to open a les 
bian bar, despite having no idea how to 
run a club. She got visibly choked up as 
she explained that when she returned to 
Calgary last week, planning to move 
back, the city didn’t look the same to her, 
She said that she realized it wasn’t her 
home anymore, Edmonton was, and 
that's where she would remain. 

While the men went to an alliteration 
fan's wet dream at Manhunt’s Seven 
Sexy Sins of Summer party at New City, 
the women went to Prism to check out 
their Pride kick-off party. The new own 
ers have renovated the bar, changing up 
the seating a bit, creating an actual DJ 
booth and finally expanding the dance 
floor. Vancouver's Kate Reid played a 
typically amazing show and openers 
Smith on Sunday from Calgary certainly 
made a fan out of me. 

Next came the part of staying up way 
too late and getting up way too early, 
always a theme of any Pride Week. | 
headed downtown to watch the crowning 
jewel of Pride Week, the Pride Parade 
This year was the biggest yet, with an 
estimated 40 entries. The best part? No 
clouds and no rain! We all then travelled 
to Churchill Square for the after-parade 
festival, Celebration on the Square 

Saying it was packed would be an 
understatement, I'm told that anywhere 
between 10 000 and 15 000 people attend- 
ed the parade and festivities. There was a 
palpable energy, the feeling you can only 
get from a city that has so clearly 
embraced its diverse community. The stage 
hosted hours of performances and quests, 
from singers and local politicians to drag 
kings and queens. This was all follawed by 
a dance party in the early evening 


=| QUEERMONTON 


NEXT UP on Sunday morning was the 
Mayor's Pride Brunch in support of Camp 
f¥refly. The brunch, now in its third year, 
has moved on up to a larger and fancier 
venue, the Crowne Plaza’s Chateau 
Lacombe. Emceed by Michael Phair, the 
brunch featured many amazing speakers 
and guests including Councillors Ben Hen- 
derson and Don Wveson, MLA Laurie Blake- 
man, Tom Olenuk from the Edmonton and 
District Labour Council, representatives 


Many exciting bits of news wer 
announced at the brunch, TELUS, corpo- 
rate sponsors of fYrefly, managed to 
weather the few angry customers who 
were upset by their decision to sponsor 
the camp and will be doubling its annual 
donation. The U of A will soon be offering 
the Michael Phair Scholarship for queer 
youth. By 2009, there will be three operat- 
ing camps across Canada, with additions 
being created in Ottawa and BC. 

Perhaps most exciting was the 
announcement that after years of fighting 
with the Alberta government for funding, 
the Legislature will finally pravide some 
money for Camp fYrefly. It was three 
years ago that Laurie Blakeman argued 
on the floor of the house for funding for 
queer youth and camp, a suggestion that 
Was quickly rejected by the Conservative 
government. A grant is now being provid: 
ed from the Office for Prevention of Fami 
ly Violence and Bullying, a division of 
Children and Youth Services. Blakeman 
always felt it was hypocritical of the gov 
ernment to say they wanted to prevent 
bullying in the province while refusing to 
provide funding for GLBTO youth, a group 
she considers to be one of the most obvi 
ously in need of support 

Mayor Mandel expressed the senti 
ment that Pride has become a part of 
Edmonton, saying, “Having gay pride 
downtown, ending up at Churchill Squarey 
really says something about our city.” 

It's certainly a big change from the 
first pride celebrations in Edmonton 
Apparently the parade is as old as | am, 
with the first march held in 1985, 
according to Michael Phair. The first few 
years were on Whyte Avenue and only 
covered a couple blocks. The event has 
shifted over the years to different loca- 
tions across downtown before settling 
into it’s current route five years ago. In 
the first couple years some people even 
wore bags over their heads to gather 
while still concealing their identity, an 
interesting display of “pride.” 

Camp youth leader Beth Padfield saitk 
during her speech at the brunch that 
that’s exactly why fYrefly’s theme this 
year is superheroes, saying they “repre- 
sent queer youth particularly well as 
they all have their seeret identities that 
they have to protect and hide from the 
world. Through their journeys they dis- 
cover that the only way to save the 
world is by being their true selves.” 

For all its occasional pomp and ridicu- 
lousness, that’s what Pride Week is all 
about, being ourselves in a safe and 
open environment. It might only be a few 
days in June, but it helps to create ale” 
atmosphere that lives on through the rest 
of the year to make us a valued addition 
to the city. In a few decades we'll know 
the celebrations and parades have done 


EVENTS 


from the University of Alberta, fYrefly youth — their jobs, because we won't need to 
and, of course, Mayor Stephen Mandel. have them anymore. w 4 
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WARNING 


CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 


Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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e and desire to. 


(VEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
000's of jobs around the world, 
Tesponde ce. Jobs quar- 
info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


1996 from 9am-5pm Mon 


* Print legibly on lines at right « Up to 45 Characters per line » Every letter, 


Music Posters: 
8126 Gateway Bhd 439-0408, 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel E.Q., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15" Yamaha Cabinets Suitable for 
‘Garage bands, community halls, Dus. $1200 963-4984 


T= SS 
Upright Piano. suitable forconversion to bar, CD rack, 
tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


c MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


WORKSHOPS 


a 
DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK Theatre workshops for 
adults and teens. July 2008. 422-8162 / 
www.theatrealberta.com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*PREE 

ARTIST/NON PROAT 

Need a volunteer? Forming an Acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 
more than 20 words are subject to reqular ks or cruel 
editing. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 

fenew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m gl peom or drop 

it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 

Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Sat ee eee 
Alberta Children & Youth Services—The Art of Peace 
Challenge 2008; www-familyviolence. gov.ab.ca/www.b- 
free.ca; Deadline is August 1. For youth 14-20 


Middle aged ectors/actresses needed for short film 
projects, Contact eifma@live.ca and join the 
Edmonton Independant Filmmakers aliance on meet- 
up.com 


The Works Art & Design Festival Seeking Boat or 
Canoe Donation for Upcoming Exhibit. Any shape, size 
or condition. & productio .ab.ca; T: 780- 
426-2122 ext 228 


Actors wanted for Musical Comedy for the Edmonton 
Fringe. For auditions ph Chris 906-9236 E: 
isdn com. Info at 
*— www .holyguacamole,ca/cellmates 


Artworks donated by local artists wanted for charity 
Sean eacatenen |, need 30. Contact 
Jeannette at art.show.inf il.com 


faces. will be repaid wath free photographs. 
Gerry contact®geryyau 


IM.Com, www.gernyyaum.com 


MUSICIANS 
Drummer wanted for jam session. 
Top 40 music. Recreational with 
maybe the odd gig. Dave 456-6600 


"Guitarist needed forest. blues/rock band. Gigs all 


sober. Audition. Sharon i 
7R0-474-S38Y/message with Jef a ESN feane 
Soe 2a cpa ater aL 


— 
€xperienced drummer to begin immediat 
Peych rae band: Gos: rehearsal with Hf 

Setup. Call Colin: 780-444 


eee 
Electric bass player available for worki ‘cover or 
Funk dance band. All styles, Have ur dp 

sional. Young and neat in appearance, Rod 6373 


Bass p) with vocals wanted for three-piece band 
lian roots-based music. 
Www.marvmachura,com Mary @ 240-1509 


$$ 
Mature basso saeks pianist for pleasure, fecording 
8nd poss gigs. Contact Darrelbeardeer@yahoo.ca 


Looking for drummer for 3-piece indie rock project 
Must be open minded, th Chuck at 735-0822 


————S—— eee 
Buskers wanted Amg. 2 outdoor family event in Stony 
Plain. Must register. sj untrymarket@hatmail.com 
445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


VOLUNTEER 


MCC (Mennonite Central Committes) fundraiser to 
relive world suffering and poverty. Choose a 17km 
(kids ride), 60km or 100km Bike-A-Thon in/around 
» Sherwood Park on July 4. Register: call Gordon 780 
487-6559, visit mec org/alberta go to 2008 Relief Sale 


Volunteers wanted for teats—Festival of 
(June 13) please contact feats Festival staff 
at (780) 422-8107 or feats2008@live.ca 


Edmonton 2008 (FC). Amg. 14-17: English kin 
Volunteers are welcome: core 
+ 32s aaa rae 
= spel for the summer, need water bottles 
hand In ut downtown's inner city. Drop- 
off at wae de a call 4222018" . 


—————————_ 
The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A is 
seeking Mayor depression sufferers who are interest- 

ed in participating in a research study. Call 407-3906 


a 
Volunteers Needed! to help newcomer Somali chil: 
dren with homework. 2 eves/\wk Northside location 
Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 
Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years ald. 
Www. youthvolunteerca 


Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun: 
teers (21+) interested in pong with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, em: Osye@telus.net 


Bo a Big Brother or | Sistor! Bo a Mentorl 
Call By Bremer Bie LaasteT. 


Become an in-school mantor, just one hour a week 


Break the Code! Help and adult to read and write. 
Call Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 421-7323 
www. famlitca 


Tandem Coptalne-Gvcing with the Blind 
Tandem Captains required. Please contact John 
Collier at 433-1270 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 

Senior fecreation/activity centre needs volunteor 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon partios 

Weekday mossage Karen 780-468-1985 soosa.ca 


Plant a garden row for Meals on Wheels 
Sosy holp with fresh produce during the sum 
mer. Drop off produce 11111-1039 Ave, Bam 3pm. 
weekdays; www.mealsonwhealsedmonton on 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the Edmonton 
July 4 

13). Apply online at www.edmontonstreattest com, 
email at voluntear@edmontonstreatfast.com, or call 

Ur at 425-5162. (volunteers must 14 yrs minimum) 


———$<$<<—<—$—_—_ 
PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society used book sale 
on Set, June 21 at the Downtown Farmer's Market 
104 St. Volunteers are needed, For infocall 424-5514 


Volunteer for the Works Art & Festival, 
June 20-Jaly 2. Applications at www theworks.ab.ca 
Volunteer Coordinator Caitlynn Cummings at 780-426- 

2122 ext. 230 or voluntear2@thaworks.ab.ca 


‘The Groat White North Triathlon, Stony Plain, July 
6 Need volunteers for course marshals, scuba divers, 
security, transition workers, and tear-down. Ph the 
Volunteer co-ordinator 478-1388. email 
(william@tolus.net 


The Edmonton International Baseball 
Foundation is looking for volunteers to assist in the 
hosting of the Gly a ae ah eee 
Championship all the Et 

Tournament Office 498-2225 


Alberta is looking to fill 5 
fnew summer intemship positions. www.greenpeace.ca; 
send applications to 
jessie schwarz@yto.greenpeace.org; Deadline: July 1 


Volunteer for Canadian Francophone Games 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 


Online/No Degree Required 
Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 
100378 - 82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 172 
1-888-270-2941 
globaitesol.com 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants ina 
variety of tasks and with some great fun avents and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Gall Judy 
424-3645, axt 249 


Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas. 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Voluntears Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. Shifts day/ ave., days/wknds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
Ax. feq., various locations. Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


| ICLASSIFIEDS FOUR LINES FOR $20 


-Fri « Email rob@vueweekly.com * 10303-108St Edmonton 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Print your ad here... 


Volunteers Needed to help new immigrants to Canada 
Jeam about Canadian customs and culture: Tue and 
Thu June-Aug, Ph Judy 424-3545, ext 249 


Healthy volunteers required for research studies with 

the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A. 

Call 407-3775 or 407-3221 Reimbursement will be 
provided ‘ 


The Support Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Ling Listener Apply on tine at: www. thesup- 


portnatwork.com or call 732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020 


Volunteer for EldarCare. Help with daily activities for 
Seniors. Call 434-4747 Ext. 4 


Canadian Mental Health Association~Edmonton 
Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer Contact Abigail 

Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw.ca 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history, 
Unique volunteer Opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders 
Interviews have been conducted, we now heed some: 
One to assist with transcription, Storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. 434-4747 axt 4 for info 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusiasts, 
get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer work, 
get invitations to events and movies, For info contact 
iscilla Wagar at 422-6223 or pwagar@artgallaryal 
berta.com 


VOLUNTEER 
SCARS. 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
Thore uitable home for all 


imate, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


lad Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


to stop smoking? Nitoting Anonymous 


meetings: 7pm, avery Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Holl, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Fun and Inspiring 
Summer Employment, 


Public Outreach is hiring its summer staff! We are offering 
great positions for students looking to gain valuable work 
experience in a fun and flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in 
meaningful dialogue in order to promote sustainable 
funding on behalf of our select group of non profits. Our 
Teams enjoy working outdoors in a dynamic and 
interactive atmosphere, on behalf of causes they feel 
passionately about. With flexible scheduling, excellent 
training, and scholarships this is the ideal summer 
employment opportunity! 


$14 / Hour 


No Commission 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to recruitment@publicoutreach.ca 
or call 780.436.9896 
www.publicoutreach.ca 
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Great, now cancer is even taking the freaking fun out of blowjobs 


ANSE cOLUMI 


DEAR READERS: 
Have you ever read Geek Love, by Katherine 
Dunn? It's a love it / hate it kind of thing that 
was very popular among a certain segment 
(now called “hipsters,” | guess) and it 
begins, unforgettably, “When your mama 
s the geek, my dreamlets ... ” Don't ask 
why, but I’m having an apparently irre- 
sistible urge to call you, the readers, “my 
dreamlets” today. So ... 


MY DREAMLETS: 

This is not good news, nor is it quite as dis- 
mal as it might first appear. Have you seen 
the news about HPV (warts) and throat can- 
cer? Did it disappear with unseemly haste 
from such headlines as it made, or am | just 
ever oversensitive to the way news that inter- 


scarscare.org 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restricted! Email 
imonton@voiceprintcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Special needs “Learn to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 
help with this course. Thu evenings Sept. 4-Oct. 16. 

John at jbcollier@shaw.ca 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 434-4747, ext. 4 


Exposure; Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
seeks steering committee volunteers, Visit 
Www.exposurefestival.ca 


~ ests us (name your “us") never seems to get ‘I have been known to roll my eyes at the 


as much play as news that interests them? idea that the boomers invented sex as we» 
Itreally ought to come.as no surprise that know it “There are only so many possible 
HPV can cause throat cancers ifyouuse your combinations of body parts,” I'll say. “Do you 
throat receptively for sex, same as it does _really think nobody thought to put that in 
with cervices and anuses (did you know that ~ their mouths until sometime after World War 
“what is the plural of anus” is quite a popu- _!?" It’s actually true, though, as far as we can 
lar topic of webular discussion?), butit'sonly — tell from what research we have, that oral 
in the last few years that researchers have sex became madly more common some time, 
established a clear link. What's even newer —_yes, after the Second World War. Before that 
is the epidemiology, who is getting it and _it was obviously well-known (and popularly 
how. What we now know is that there has blamed on the French) but it really wasn’t 
been an upsurge in throat cancers (6000 — ubiquitous, as it is now, and those who did 
cases a year and an annual increase of upto —_ indulge probably did it with far fewer part- 


10 per cent in men younger than 60) and that 
most of the cases in these younger patients 
can be ascribed to HPV. Cancers caused by 
HPV can hang around for decades before 
making themselves known, and these recent 
cases are thought to have been incubating 
since as far back as the late ‘60s and the 
‘70s. What else were people doing in the 
late ‘60s and the ‘70s? What year did Deep 
Throat come out, again? 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants and 
refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


ECAW.AR. ( COALITION AGAINST 
WAR AND 


EDMONTON 
RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.a4he.ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
Intemational: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 
care. www.cciorg.ca 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137 x233. 
httpi//auetion.edmonton24hourrelay.com 


LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


PA.LS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 
volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 

ESL - English as a Second Language program. 
Training and materials provided. Contact 404-5518 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior, Call Bey 732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre tor the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


for volunteers with vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss, For more 
info call Catherine 453-8304 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hotmail.com 


Become a friend to 3 new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


The Sexual Assault Contre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line 
For information ph 423-4102 


Volunteer for Canadian Menta! Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.emha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


ners. Especially during that one brief shining 
Moment between the dawn of the sexual 
revolution and the appearance first of herpes 
and then of course, of AIDS, people really did 
put that in their mouths a whole lot more 
than they had used to. It seemed like a good 
idea at the time. 

OK, now what? Well, we will have to 
admit that oral sex, especially on men, is 
not necessarily safe sex, and while this is 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


Misty .. Desirable redhead, mature, petite 
model offers passion, spanking, fantasies or 


Greek. 442-3039 
5291 1847-001/053816197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 
www.fraewebs.com/asiantouch 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 


Ue # 75505846-001 


ADULT 


Legends Flat Rate Escorts 
starting @ $300/hr 
www flatratefun.com 
(780) 932-4739 lic#64748946 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 
vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For a customized pres- 
entation T; 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.emhe-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
is pleased to offer workshops to give you the skills 
to intervene with people who may be at risk for 
suicide — or call 414- 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for family 
mambers and friends of sex addicts. Ph 988-4411 for 
meeting locations and info, or visit www.sanon.org 


HON CANT baoe 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 
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not the first time the blow job’s sacred~ _ontittle girls, that's just the , 
tus es the Sato Hot THING hak baie lp dieliets Seis 
challenged, it is probably the most seri- ological reasons. It was extensively test=, 
ous. Not only does HIV really not pass — on young women and the maker, Mer:; 
readily through oral sex, it is itself quite hopes to begin testing in males this year. 
fare. HPV is common as dirt. it works for men too there’s no reason wp 

So, panic? | think not yet. These new can't begin to eradicate the entire clas- 
cancers are nowhere near as common as —_- HPV-caused cancers of the throat, ceri, 
you'd expect if HPV infections just automat- penis, anus, and if there's anywhere els; 


ically tumed into cancers 30 years after mi people have been py. 
your sluttiest year at college. It's estimated _ ting those things, those too. 

that at least 50 per cent of Americans have Not that this*is great news for peopic 
been infected at some point. The CDC itself + who have been infected, not cleared the 


uses that “at some point,” meaning that infection, and could go on to develop cancer 
many, probably most people infected at © Wehavenoroutine test yet. The pretty-qoo. 
some point simply clear it from their'sys“*"™news=seems.to..be. that throat cancers 
tems at some other point. These people will caused by HPV are more curable than thei: 
not get cancer, and only a small percentage  non-HPV counterparts. And my advice, m, 
of the remaining, non-elearing cases will. dreamlets? Well, | really hate to say this, o, 

Meanwhile, you know that vaccine some even think it, but it may be time to stan 
people are agitating against giving to little thinking about condoms, at least if we're 
girls lest admitting that someday they will _ planning to become raging blaw job queens 
be sexually active turns out somehow to —_anytime in thenear future. | know! I'm sorry! 
expedite that process? It doesn’t only work —_ LOVE, ANDREA 
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780-665-0808 


Problems?? 


Check out 


alt.sex.column 
every week 
for answers 
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KING SIZE & 100mm EXTRA SLIMS 


WARNING 
CIGARETTES LEAVE YOU BREATHLESS 


Tobacco use causes crippling, often fatal lung diseases such as emphysema. 
Health Canada 
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_ NEW PORTRAITS OF THE PAST BY 
CONTEMPORARY ABORIGINAL ARTIS}« 
K.Cc. ADAMS 
LORI BLONDEAU 
DANA CLAXTON 
TERRANCE HOULE 
MARIA HUPFIELD 
me KENT MONKMAN 
ADRIAN STIMSON 
} JEFF THOMAS 


J A ROUND TABLE ON CONTEMPORARY 
* ABORIGINAL AESTHETICS 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 1-4 PM 
$15 General / $8 AGA Members & Students 
' For tickets call 422.6223 or stop by the AGA 


IS THERE A CONTEMPORARY ABORIGINAL AESTHETIC? 
| SHOULD THERE BE? CAN WE DEFINE IT? 
WHO DOES IT BELONG T0? 


SPEAKERS 


GERALD McMASTER 
JOE BAKER 
CANDICE HOPKINS 
KENT MONKMAN 


Visit www.artgalleryalberta.com for speaker bios 
and more information 


PERFORMANCE BY TERRANCE HOULE 


ne a! 


s ica) © 4 Ser ? 


Terrance Houle, ! will see you..., video still 


| will see you... 
Terrance Houle with Lucid44 (Leslie Mark Overland) 
A Love story, A Powwow Story, 

told through Video, Live Music and Dancers 


SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 9:45 PM 

at The Works Art & Design Festival Opening Party 
Opening Party starts at 8 pm, 

Freemasons Hall, 10318-100 Avenue, Edmonton 
admission $14 advanced at TIX on the Square 

or $20 at the door 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA 


Enterprise Square, 100 - 10230 Jasper Ave | Edmonton AB | T5J 4P6 | 780.422.6223 | www.artgalleryalberta.com 
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